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Promising 
rugby player 
up in court 
after night 
club incident 

A Scarlets rugby told the police he was Shortly after 

player attacked a acting in self-defence. midnight, they were in 
In g Porthcawl Evans has pleaded Streets dub, attached 
club, fracturing his not guilty t0 il,,1ic,ing t0 the hote1 ’ when a 
left cheekbone, it 


grievous bodily harm man stumbled into 
. , I. , . on Jamie Smith on their table, knocking 

has been alleged at January ,, 20 i 4 . 0Ter their d ; inks . 

Cardill Crown Prosecutor Mike Evans went to assist, 
Court, writes AJ Hammett said Mr but allegedly lost his 
SICLUNA. Smith was staying at temper and hit Mr 

Kyle Evans, 24, of the Porthcawl Hotel Smith on the left cheek, 
Beach Road, Pyle, later with his girlfriend. fracturing it. 

The jury was shown 
CCTV footage of the 
incident. 

Evans ran from the 
club, up a lane, was 
pursued by the police 
and arrested shortly 
after. 

During interview by 
the police, Evans said 
he believed he was 
going to be punched 
and struck a single 
blow in self defence. 

The case continues. 


Door 

Magic 

Established 15 years 

Replacement Kitchen Doors and Worktops 


6 Year 
Guarantee. 

We will beat 
any price 
guaranteed. 



Hundreds 
of doors. 

Available 
any size. 

10% off 

ALL ORDERS UNTIL 
END OF JAN 2015 

For Free Friendly Advice 

Freephone 0800 130 3710 
or 01656 478498 

Family run business 

GUARANTEED 

to beat any PRICE 

Covering South and West Wales. 
See more of our work at 

www.doormagic.co.uk 


RNLI RUB SHOULDERS WITH ROYALTY! 



POLICE APPEAL 
AFTER HOUSE FIRE 


POLICE are appealing for 
information after a suspected 
deliberate house fire in the 
early hours of Tuesday, 
January 27. 

It happened in Llangewydd Road, 
Bryntirion, Bridgend, around 4.20am. 
Officers were called after a report of 
smoke coming from the property. 

Detective Inspector Sue Sidford 
said: “While the property was empty, 
there was a real risk to those next 
door. 


“We are carrying out forensic and 
house to house inquiries, but we really 
need anyone who has information but 
hasn’t come forward yet to call us. We 
are particularly keen to hear from 
anyone who may have seen anyone 
acting suspiciously on Llangewydd 
Road around the time of the fire”. 

Anyone with information is asked 
to contact South Wales Police on 101, 
quoting reference number 
1500030245. Alternatively, 
Crimestoppers can be called, free and 
anonymously, on 0800 555 111. 


ABOVE: 

It was a very special day on Monday 
(February 9) for volunteers at the 
Porthcawl RNLI. 

They hosted a royal visit, as the 
Princess Royal arrived to celebrate 
the 50th anniversary of the lifeboat 
station, which was built when the 
RNLI decided to reinstate the 
Porthcawl rescue service, after a gap 
of 63 years. It turned out to be a wise 
decision, as last year Porthcawl was 
the busiest station in Wales! 

(See pages 6 and 8 for a full 
report and more pictures). 



WE CAN 
TRANSFORM 
YOUR SMILE 

Orthodontic Services 
for Adults and Children 

• Flat fee £1,200 children, £1,900 adults 
• Interest free credit* 

• Tooth coloured braces available 
• No waiting list 

• Appointments outside school hours 
We are currently offering FREI consultations. 

Call 01446 795240 today. 

Wyndham House, 
Boverton Road, 

Llantwit Major CF61 1XZ 


house 

practice 


Specialist orthodontic services in Vale of Glamorgan provided by Rebecca Wilson GDC No. 72395 
*Loans subject to status, terms & conditions apply, 0% APR representative. 

Authorised and regulated by Financial Conduct Authority. 
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Council will 
trial new 
heating ideas 


Readers’ Letters 

Please keep your letters BRIEF and address them to: The Editor, 
at Glamorgan GEM Ltd, Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge CF71 
7EL or email gemeditorial@tindlenew5.co.uk 
LETTERS AND E-MAILS MUST INCLUDE FULL ADDRESS 
AND A CONTACT TELEPHONE NUMBER. 

IMPORTANT: We reserve the right to edit all letters. We do NOT accept anonymous mail. 

An email address alone is not sufficient! 

We will (in certain circumstances )protect a writer’s identity, if requested. 


FRACKING: A BOLD 
ASSEMBLY MOVE 

(but clear guidelines needed) 


C ONGRATULATIONS to the 

Welsh Assembly on taking a bold 
and significant step to prevent 
fracking in Wales until it’s proved safe. 
Last Wednesday, February 4, following a 
debate in the plenary session, Assembly 
Members voted in favour of a freeze on 
fracking. 

Our organisation, Llantrithyd Residents’ 
Association, has been campaigning against the 
dangers posed by fracking to health of the local 
and animal population and the environment. We 
were delighted by the news. 

Call for help for 
families in need 


However, we believe that, in light of this 
important declaration, the National Assembly 
needs to issue new, clear guidelines to local 
councils to assist them in declining future fracking 
planning applications, confident in the knowledge 
that their decision won’t be overturned upon 
appeal. 

Llongyfarchiadau mawr i’r Cynulliad ar y cam 
arwyddocaol yma. 

We also say a big thank you to everyone who 
has supported us and signed our petition. 

Sian Elin Jones, 

(Chair, Llantrithyd Residents’ Association). 

Bridge engineers 
should match the 


NEW jobs and 
training 
opportunities are on 
the horizon after 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
launched a 

successful bid to 
take part in a 

£100m smart 

heating 
programme. 

The council is one of 
just three local 

authorities in the UK - 
and the only one in 
Wales - to be shortlisted 

for the Energy 

Technologies Institute’s 
Smart Systems and Heat 
(SSH) scheme, following 
a competitive two-year 
selection process. 

Together with the 
Welsh Government, the 
council will work with 
the ETI to develop plans 
to heat homes and 
businesses using cutting- 
edge technology, which 
is expected to generate 
jobs, reduce fuel poverty 
and tackle health risks. 

A BCBC spokesman 
said: “Among the 

potential solutions that 
could be put forward are 
the creation of district 
‘heat networks,’ with 
energy centres and large 
ground-source heat 
pumps for residents to 
share, or smaller heat 
pumps for individual 
homes to use.” 

Residents who don’t 
want to be involved in a 
heat network, or who 
don’t want to install heat 
pumps, could be 
provided with alternative 
solutions, such as electric 
heating fans and heat 
storage facilities instead. 

The scheme will look 


FOR many people, 
the winter months 
involve warding off 
the latest bugs and 
a constant battle to 
remain healthy and 
independent. 

But help is on hand to 
give local residents the 
in-depth support and 
care they require to stay 
well at home, and 
reduce the need to go 
into hospital. 

The ‘Early Response 
Team’, a joint health 
and social care service 
provided by Bridgend 
County Borough 
Council and the ABMU 
Health Board, with 
additional Welsh 
Government funding as 
part of the Western Bay 
Health and Social Care 
Programme, is available 
to provide a burst of 
short term care at a time 
of crisis. 

When a resident has 
been referred to them, 


at urban, suburban and 
rural properties, and 
factors including cost, 
local geography, housing 
types, population density, 
demographics and local 
attitudes will be taken 
into account. 

Coun Phil White, 
cabinet member for 
communities, said: 
“Although still in the 
very early stages, it is 
extremely encouraging 
that BCBC has been 
chosen by the ETI to take 
this ground-breaking 
project forward. 

“From the outset, the 
competition has been 
intense, with over 40 
other UK local 
authorities involved in 
the selection process. 
BCBC is the only 
authority in Wales to 
have made the shortlist, 
and we are particularly 
grateful to our partners in 
the Welsh Government 
for their support.” 

Based in the Midlands, 
the Energy Technologies 
Institute (ETI) is a 
public-private 
partnership between 
global engineering 
companies and the UK 
Government. It brings 
together the worlds of 
academia, industry and 
government to speed up 
the development of 
affordable, secure and 
sustainable low-carbon 
technology. 

Welsh Government 
Minister for Natural 
Resources, Carl 

Sargeant, added: 

“Congratulations to 
BCBC on their success in 
securing investment 
through the Smart 
Systems and Heat 
programme.” 


either via a GP, district 
nurse, social worker or 
the ambulance service, 
the team will conduct a 
full assessment of a 
patient’s needs, looking 
at their physical 
condition and level of 
independence. 

They’ll try to uncover 
the root cause of an 
illness, treat and manage 
the illness while 
considering an 
individual’s support 
network, and what 
personal care and 
assistance is necessary 
for them to return to full 
health. 

To find out more 
about how their services 
could help you, a 
relative or friend, please 
speak to your GP or call 
Bridgend County 
Borough Council’s 
Integrated Referral 
Management Centre on 
01656 642279. 


1 AM hoping that 
GEM readers 
can help us as 
we are in desperate 
need of furniture 
and household 
items, non 
perishable food 
items and cleaning 
products for 
families and 
individuals that are 
waiting for our 
help. 

We are a tiny 
voluntary group called 
Community Furniture 
Aid based in Pyle, and 
we offer donated Items 
to those who are most in 
need. 

The people are 
directed to us from 
various agencies 
including homeless, 
Women’s Aid, prison 
service, foster care, 
elderly and vulnerable 
adults to name a few. We 
also work with social 
services and housing 
associations. 

We offer this service 
on a set donation price 
system that only just 
covers our very basic 
costs and we are all 
volunteers. We cover all 
of Bridgend county 
borough and can also 
help in neighbouring 
areas for an extra charge 
in some cases. 


We offer a part-house 
clearance service as well 
as single item collection. 
We can only afford to 
run our van two days a 
week so have to try and 
fit a lot into our days. 

We welcome volunteers 
from all backgrounds. 

We also seek 
monetary donations that 
the public may wish to 
give to support our vital 
work, as we receive no 
outside funding. 

Please can we do a 
‘shout out’ for household 
items. We are in 
desperate need of items 
for families. Dinner 
plates, bowls, cutlery, 
mugs, beds, bedroom 
furniture, beds all sizes, 
cots (with all bolts) sofa 
with fire labels, white 
goods in working order 
as well as small 
electrical goods. 

These are essential for 
someone having to set 
up a home from nothing. 
We can also take 
clothing. 

Please contact the 
office to arrange 
collection or you can 
drop off items in Pyle. 

If you wish to visit 
the unit please do get in 
touch with the office 
directly on 01656 
746602. 

Marianne Cash, 

Community Furniture 
Aid. 


Japanese 

W ITH 

reference 
to the 

planned closure of 
the B4265 road at 
Ewenny for the 
replacement of the 
road bridge over 
the Vale railway 
line. 

1.1 am surprised that 
the residents and 
business people of St 
Brides were apparently 
caught unawares by the 
planned (now 
postponed) closure. It 
was advertised in the 
local press well before 
Christmas 2014. 

2. As someone who 
commutes daily to 
Bridgend, I travel on this 
road by preference, as 
the standards of driving 
exhibited on the 
alternative route via the 
A48 are abysmal and 
continue to worsen. 

I am in turn surprised 
that this work should 
need five months to 
complete. 

Surely the bridge 
structure which is being 
replaced will be pre¬ 
fabricated beforehand in 
one or more sections and 
then placed into position 
by crane. 

So assuming that any 
re-modelling of the 


efficiency 

approach roads to the 
bridge could be 
undertaken by 
selectively closing 1 of 
the carriageways - at 
least for most of the 
work - then the time 
needed to actually close 
the road could be 
drastically reduced, 
potentially to weekends 
or overnight periods? 

Compare the approach 
to this work with the 
work undertaken in 
Japan following the 
devastation to 
infrastructure caused by 
the tsunami. 

There they were able 
to replace complex road 
infrastructures in days. 

Surely we can match 
the project management 
and engineering 
expertise shown by the 
Japanese here in the 
UK? 

Closing this road for 
five months will cause 
major disruption due to 
the alternative routes 
being offered - much of 
the traffic that uses these 
roads consists of HGV 
vehicles. 

It will have a real 
impact on the people 
who use that road as part 
of their daily lives. 

Nick Meyrick, 


Band and choir in harmony 


THE famous Parc & Dare 
Band is joining forces with 
Bridgend Male Choir in 
concert at Bethlehem 
Church Life Centre, Cefn 
Cribwr (7pm) on 
Saturday, February 14. 
Tickets (£5) available 


before the start. 

The band was founded in 1893 
in the village of Cwmparc in the 
Rhondda, which celebrates 120 
years of music making, is proud 
that much of the funding was 
provided by the miners working 
at the Parc & Dare Collieries, 
who each contributed one penny 


per week from wages. 

The band’s successes are 
legendary, with dozens of 
championship first prizes to its 
credit. 

Recently, the band has been 
through a period of consolidation 
and recruiting. The band has also 
per formed hundreds of concerts 
at home and further afield. 


Response team 
on hand for 
elderly residents 


fectbook 


www.fecebook.com/GlamorganGEM 


www.twitter.com/gem_news 


E-Mail contacts: gemeditorial@tindlenews.co.uk • gemsales@fmdlenews.co.uk • Tel 01446 774484 
Published by: Glamorgan GEM Ltd., Graig House, 53 Eastgate, Cowbridge. CF7I 7EL. Printed byTMP. 


Pyle tenants 
break charity 
chick record 


TENANTS at LLys 
Cynffig, Pyle, near 
Bridgend joined 
forces and raised a 
record-breaking 
£2,414 for 

Macmillan Cancer 
Support. 

Gaynor Powell, from 
Llys Cynffig said: “Our 
fundraising efforts 
consisted of a group of us 
knitting Easter chicks 
and selling them, this 
raised £200. We had a 
raffle every Friday, 
where each tenant in turn 
would donate a raffle 
prize. This alone raised 
over £1,000. 

“We also had our ‘fat 
club’, with regular 
weigh-ins! In 

November, we held a 
Christmas fete which 
saw all the tenants 
coming together to make 
arts and crafts, knitted 
toys, cakes, a raffle etc, 
and this amassed over 
£600. Finally, we had a 
copper jar that we put our 
lp and 2ps in”. 

Macmillan Cancer 
Support was selected as 
their charity of the year 
for 2014 by secret ballot 
and the charity was a 


clear winner. Gaynor 
added: “Our complex is 
quite small with just 30 
flats, the majority of 
which are single, retired 
people on pensions, so it 
takes a lot of effort to 
raise this amount of 
money which everyone 
donates so freely. 

“We select a different 
charity each year and 
2014 has been our most 
successful year to date. I 
personally feel very 
proud to be a part of this 
small community who, 
no matter how hard 
things are for themselves 
always think of others 
less fortunate.” 

Nicola Newhams, 
fundraising manager at 
Macmillan Cancer 
Support said: “Cancer is 
the toughest fight most of 
us will ever face and the 
feelings of loneliness and 
isolation that so many 
people experience make 
it even harder. 

“Now, more than ever, 
we need people like the 
team at Llys Cynffig to 
get involved. We rely on 
our supporters for 98 per 
cent of our income and 
such donations make a 
huge difference to those 
affected by cancer.” 


Healthy eating 
scheme for pupils 


FROM this week children in Maesteg get 
the opportunity to learn about healthy 
breakfasts following a partnership with 
Tesco and Maesteg Halo Leisure centre. 

Tesco staff will prepare food and teach pupils 
from eight primary schools over an eight-week 
period, starting with Bryn Primary School in Old 
Neath Road. 

Following the morning lesson sporting activities 
organised by the leisure centre will take place. 

The Mayor of Maesteg, Coun Jenkins, said: “It’s 
a marvellous initiative and I am very pleased to be 
involved in this. Encouraging children from the 
Valleys to eat healthy and be healthy is excellent”. 

Event organiser, Jade Yee of Tesco Maesteg said: 
“It’s really important we play our part in educating 
children in our local community about healthy food. 
It was also really good fun to organise!” 


HIGH TIDE TIMES 

(UNTIL FEBRUARY 19) 

The high tides listed in this week’s GEM are 
those in Porthcawl. It should be remembered 
that along the coast, high tide times will vary. 
For instance, in Barry, the high point 
will be 20 - 25 minutes later. 


DATE 

Time 

Ht 

Time 

Ht 


AM 

M 

PM 

M 

12 Thur 

11.17 

8.1 

23.51 

7.8 

13 Fri 



12.23 

7.8 

14 Sat 

01.01 

7.7 

13.42 

7.6 

15 Sun 

02.29 

7.8 

15.04 

8.0 

16 Mon 

03.44 

8.4 

16.19 

8.7 

17 Tues 

04.44 

9.2 

17.17 

9.4 

18 Wed 

05.35 

9.9 

18.06 

10.0 

19 Thur 

06.31 

10.5 

18.58 

10.4 


While The GEM makes every effort to check the 
accuracy of tide tables, we recommend that anyone 
putting out to sea, or walking in an area where they 
could be cut off, should check with a tide table 
specific to their location. 


We abide by the code of practice upheld by the 
Independent Press Standards Organisation 
(IPSO). This contains 
provisions for issues such as accuracy. 

If you have a complaint, write to us at the address 
below, left, or call editorial manager Don John on 
01446 774484. All complaints will be fully 
investigated. If you are not satisfied with the 
outcome, you may wish to contact IPSO do 
Halton House, 20-23 High Holborn, London 
EC IN 2JD. Website: www.ipso.co.uk. Tel: 0300 
123 2220. E-Mail: complaints@ipso.co.uk. 
Enquiries: inquiries@ipso.co.uk. 
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CARDIFF CROWN COURT 
ROUND-UP by AJ SICLUNA 


Man jailed after 
making threats 
to ex-girlfriend 

A FUNERAL director has been jailed for Alan Grey (36) of no fixed address, who has lived 
a year at Cardiff Crown Court for in the North Comelly area, admitted threatening to 

threatening to burn down the home of an Ca Record’er S Jonathan Furness QC said: “This was 
ex-girlfriend, a probation officer, and the the culmination of previous incidents and it was 
home of her parents. wholly inappropriate. 

The pre-sentence report makes disturbing 
If w O 'WWM fM I'l reading and the risk of your re-offending is high.” 

U/C^| ¥V %JT VVJVb mJVVJVmV He made a five-year restraining order preventing 

* H 1 /• Grey contacting Laura King and her parents. 

H T/l Y* Prosecutor David Thomas said Grey and Ms King 

m M M/XsMls M had been in a relationship and they parted following 

‘street dealing’ She lived at Cheltenham Terrace, Bridgend. On 

. . , , , one occasion when he was violent towards her, she 

A STREET dealer plastic bag. He was didn't ra i se the matter, and decided to “get on with 

in drugs has been searched, and two more 

sentenced to two bags were found on him. But on October 14 she decided to end the 
vears eieht months o ¥ r P i g ?. sa t d ? at relationship. 

in a vounp offender St0 ^ e . s believed they On October 22, he left her a message saying, “I’ll 
. ./ . ® , contained cocaine, but burn your “****mg house down, then your mother’s 

institution by when later analysed, they and father’s too. Do you hear me?” 

Cardiff Crown were found not to contain He added, “I’ll make sure they’re in it.” 

Court. any dmgs at all. When arrested, Grey said: “Yes, whatever, I don’t 

Samuel Stokes (20), His home was care.” 
who had no previous searc hed and police He was said to have previous convictions for 
convictions, admitted recovered an iPhone on causing criminal damage and affray and once went 
supplying cocaine and which were texts to his family home and threatened his own father, 
mephadrone and concerning dmg supply. Previously, he had damaged a windscreen and a 

attempting to possess “There were several door of Miss King’s car, and texted her a message 
cocaine with intent to requests for him for which read,‘Ha ha, look at your car’, 
supply. drugs,” said Mr Pugh. His barrister, Kevin Seal, said, “There was bad 

Stokes, of Maes Stokes was arrested, feeling between all the parties. At the time, he was 
Gwair, Cefn Glas, ar >d admitted supplying effectively homeless, and he accepts that what he 
Bridgend, was told by t0 friends and that he said was out of spite. He’s had a troubled past, 
Recorder Greg Bull QC: use< J cocaine and worked hard and can stay out of trouble.” 

“You were a street dealer mephadrone himself. 
in class A and class B His solicitor, Stuart 
dmgs. You supplied, for John, said: “He falls to be 
a relatively long period sentenced as a street 
of time, five or six dealer. At the time, he 
friends. I give you full was addicted to cocaine 
credit for your complete and mephadrone. He had 
frankness.” a troubled adolescence 

The Recorder added: and took dmgs because 
“Sadly, dealing in class A they gave him 

dmgs is extremely confidence. He was even 
serious. Cocaine can kill, unable to go to work 
it’s a dangerous drug, one without taking drugs.” 
of the most dangerous He said that this was 
and you supplied it. A the first time Stokes had 
sentence of troubled the court 

imprisonment is system, and since his 

inevitable.” arrest, he had been drug- 

Prosecutor David free. 

Pugh said that on July 20, He added: “He is 
a doorman at Sax seriously fearful of 
Nightclub, Bridgend, immediate 
saw the defendant drop a imprisonment.” 


Women urged 
to join the 
Race For Life 


THIS Valentine’s 
Day (Saturday, 
February 14), 
women in Bridgend 
are urged to enter 
Cancer Research 
UK’s Race for Life. 

Event organisers are 
asking women to make a 
date to beat cancer by 
signing up for a Race for 
Life 5k event at 
Newbridge Fields on 


S/ifi/ripan 

Restaurant & Takeaway 

Award-winning Indian 
sub-continental cuisine 

VALENTINES 
¥ DAY v 

BOOKINGS NOW 
BEING TAKEN 

Tel 01446 771682 
01446 774590 

70 East Gate, Cowbridge, 

CF71 7AB 

2014 Tiffin Cup Finalist 
Certificate of Excellence 
Trip Advisor 



2 FORI 

Mt-mms 


MAIN COURSE & POPPADOM 

5-8pm 
DINE IN 
& TAKEAWAY 

‘TERMS AND CONDITIONS APPLY* 


SUNDAY 

BANQUET 


5 COURSES: £8.50 

Midday-11pm 


May 31. 

Lisa Sweeting, Cancer 
Research UK’s Bridgend 
events manager, said: 
“Everyone who takes 
part in Race for Life, and 
raises money for life¬ 
saving research, will be 
playing a crucial role in 
helping more men, 
women and children 
survive cancer. They will 
be giving them the 
chance to have more 
time with the people they 
love and to create more 
precious memories 
together. 

“Pledging to take part 
in Race for Life, 
alongside thousands of 
like minded women, is 
incredibly motivating. 

“The atmosphere on 
the day is full of 
emotion. Participants 
wear signs on their backs 
declaring their reasons 
for taking part. 

“Many will be 
remembering loved ones 
lost to cancer, or 
celebrating the lives of 
people dear to them who 
have survived.” 

Last year, 1,800 
women took part in Race 
for Life in Bridgend and 
raised £72,000. This 
year, organisers need 
1,950 women and girls 
to stride out to help raise 
£75,000. 

To enter Race for 
Life’s the 5k event in the 
Bridgend, visit 

raceforlife.org or call 
0300 123 0770. 


PROJECT AIMS TO 
TURN YOUNG PEOPLE 
ON TO CHARITY SHOPS 


A team of young 
people from Maesteg 
is aiming to make 
charity clothes 

shopping more 
appealing to those 
aged from 16 to 24 - 
to help save money 
when shopping for 
clothes. 

The group carried out 
research by asking 
young people in the area 
why so few of them 
visited charity shops. 
The most common 
response was... ‘ there’s 
no clothing for our age 
group in them’. 

The team then 
searched local stores to 
find this to be true - 
clothing in charity shops 
was rarely appealing to 
the teen market. 

So they decided to 
change this and, working 
with the Talbot Street 
Branch of Tenovus in 
Maesteg, put out an 
appeal for more teen 
clothing donations. 

The appeal was a 
success and the team has 
set up its own wall of 
teen-friendly clothing at 
the store, keeping track 
of its popularity, and 
how many sales it 
generates. 

The group received a 
£500 award to carry out 
the project as part of the 
‘Money for Life 



Challenge’, which is run 
by Lloyd’s Banking 
Group. 

Nicola Berry, project 
sponsor of the ‘Money 
for Life Challenge’ at 
Bridgend College said: 
“We are so proud of the 
C-Bank team, their 
project is proving to be a 
great success. 

“They are dedicated to 
helping young people in 
their area save money, 
and by making charity 
shopping more appealing 
and relevant to them, 
they are showing some 
real initiative in how to 
promote good money 
management - and 
learning some important 
skills along the way. ” 

The team is among 80 
from Wales and 340 
across the UK taking 


part. All teams are made 
up of young people in 
further education, 
training or community 
organisations and will 
each spend three months 
rolling out projects in 
their community. 

In March 2015, they 
will submit their projects 


to the Money for Life 
Challenge judges, who 
will go on to choose the 
best teams to present at 
national finals held in 
Wales, Northern Ireland, 
Scotland, and regional 
finals for the north and 
south of England. 


Fundraiser held for 
disabled footballers 

ON Tuesday, February 17, Bridgend DFC 
will be hosting a fundraising evening at 
Penybont FC, to raise money to help send 
a team to Belgium later this year. 

Included in the event will be buffet, karaoke, 
disco, bingo and raffle. All proceeds raised will 
help send the team to the Belgium International 
for the Disabled in May. 

Tickets are priced at adults £2 and children £1. 
Doors open at 7pm. 


Buying or 
Selling 
Your 

Property? 

Compare our 
Conveyancing Fees 

NO HIDDEN 
CHARGES 

Hiqhlv Commended 


Ui 


ghly 

WsE 


Best Law Firm 
Award 2014 


Paying rent A 

but your 
landlord is not 
maintaining 
your property? 

We can obtain 
compensation 
for you! 


NO WIN 
NOFEE! 



Q: Will it cost me money if I lose? 
A: No 

Q: How much could I receive? 

A: All claims are different, 
the average claim is £10,500 


Contact us for a direct quote 


Modem 


A local firm, offering 
a national service. 


Call on (01446)700693 or visit our office: 106 Broad 

Street, Barry, Vale of Glamorgan CF62 7AJ 

www.newboldsolicitors.com 


<I> 


NewboldSolicitors 

Barry | Blackwood | Cwmbran | Neath 
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Council targets girls with exercise initiative 


TASTER sessions 
of activities such as 
martial arts, aqua 
zumba, roller 
blading and kettle 
bells have been put 
on in local schools 
as part of a 
programme which 
aims to get more 
young girls taking 
part in physical 
activity. 

Girls from Cynffig, 
Maesteg and Bryntirion 
Comprehensive Schools 
were offered the taster 
activities to encourage 
them to sign up to a 10- 
week ‘Us Girls’ fitness 
programme that has been 
created by Bridgend 
County Borough 

Council’s Active Young 
People’s Department, in 
partnership with 

Communities First and 
Street Games UK. 

The target audience 
are girls from 11 years of 
age and upwards, and the 
programmes include 
innovative ways of 
getting the girls 
involved. After 

recognising one of the 
barriers for girls being 
more active was their 


appearance, local stylists 
were brought in to 
demonstrate different 
techniques to use when 
exercising, and the girls 
themselves chose the 
activities they wanted to 
take part in. 

The cabinet member 
for children and young 
people, Coun Huw 
David, said: “By 

engaging with the pupils 
themselves and 

conducting research, our 
active young people’s 
department is providing 
programmes of interest 
to young girls to keep 
them participating in 
physical activity at a 
time when research 
suggests they become 
disinterested. 

“The network of girls 
who support these 
programmes have 
already been responsible 
for changes to PE kits, 
equipment and activities 
in participating schools. 

“I think this is a 
fantastic way of 
empowering young 
people and encouraging 
them to lead healthy 
lifestyles while at school 
and within their 
communities.” 


HELP THE LONELY 

RESIDENTS are being invited to Sarn 
Lifelong Learning Centre on February 
18 from 10am - 1pm to learn how you 
can make a difference to someone’s day 
by helping isolated people over 50 
throughout the borough, as part of the 
Lottery-funded ‘Community 
Companions Over-50s’ scheme. 

Bridgend Association of Voluntary Organisations 
(BAVO) is recruiting and training volunteers aged 
16 and over to befriend older people. 

For further details, contact BAVO on 01656 810 
400 or email bavo@bavo.org.uk. 


INSTALL 



All sizes available. 


Delivered & Collected. 


Waste collection 

MINI 

service. 


Free surveys and 
estimates. 


Labour hire 

MIDI 

to load your skip. 

KjW 

Grab hire & Plant hire. 

t \3 

95% of our waste 
is recycled. 

MAXI 

Council/highway 
permits arranged. 


We will not be beaten on 


ANY written quotation for v . 

the Barry area XL MAXI 

Ey^i [- ,3 Waste Carrier Number 

1 hL PR/I 

i h GD/LCjUUHurl 

Email: installskiphireltd@hotmail.co.uk 

Unit 12F, Atlantic Trading Estate, Barry CF63 3RF 



PCSOs check if 
a ‘cold calling’ 
zone has worked 


BRIDGEND County Borough 
Council’s Trading Standards 
team and South Wales Police 
have been working together to 
evaluate a ‘Cold Calling 
Control Zone’ which was 
created last year in Nottage 
and Rest Bay, Porthcawl. 

The zone, which covers over 270 
homes on Anglesey Way, Sandpiper 
Road and West Park Drive, was set 
up following complaints from 
residents about persistent cold calling 
in the area, as well as burglaries. 

The scheme was launched in April 
2014, with signs erected in the area 
and information packs with door 
stickers issued to residents. 

PCSO Leighton Rees said: “One of 
the objectives of the scheme is to 
discourage those who use doorstep 
selling as the opening for distraction 
burglaries or to make plans for future 
burglaries. The zone should reduce 
the fear and threat felt by some 
householders when the doorbell rings 
and the caller is unknown”. 

PCSO Rees and PCSO Jessica 
Davies recently joined Trading 


Standards officers to deliver 
questionnaires to evaluate how 
effective the scheme has been. 

Representative for the Nottage 
ward, Coun Norah Clarke, who 
helped deliver questionnaires, said: “I 
understand reports of cold calling and 
burglaries have fallen sharply since 
the Cold Calling Control Zone was 
created. 

“It is reassuring to know that these 
zones have a positive impact and the 
aim of this exercise is to give each 
resident the opportunity to tell us how 
the zone is working for them. 

“Trading Standards officers will 
evaluate the data and we will discuss 
the results at the next Rest Bay and 
Nottage PACT meeting on Tuesday, 
March 3.1 would encourage as many 
of the residents as possible to 
complete and return the 
questionnaires to the Trading 
Standards team.” 

Residents of Nottage and all other 
areas within the county borough are 
reminded to contact South Wales 
Police on 101 to report any 
aggressive and persistent cold callers, 
as well as suspicious behaviour. 


Council to cut back on 
trimming grass verges 


ROADSIDE grass 
verges and open 
green spaces will 
be cut less 
frequently this year 
throughout 
Bridgend County 
Borough. 

Cabinet members 
from Bridgend County 
Borough Council 
(BCBC) have agreed 
that, during the growing 
season from April until 
the end of September, 
roadside verges will be 
cut every nine weeks 
rather than every six 
weeks. Grass in open 
spaces will be cut on a 
four-weekly cycle rather 
than every three weeks. 

As part of measures 
which will help to save 
the council £132,000, 
cabinet members have 
also agreed to appoint 
an external contractor to 
carry out the grass 
cutting. 

Cemeteries, sports 
pitches, bowling greens 
and cricket squares will 


not be affected by the 
changes and will be cut 
as often as they have 
been in previous years. 

Coun Phil White, 
BCBC’s cabinet 
member for 
communities, said: “As 
residents are aware, the 
current financial 
situation is such that we 
need to make substantial 
financial savings while 
ensuring that we 
maintain priority 
services for local 
people. 

“We have therefore 
decided that the grass 
will be cut less often on 
roadside verges and in 


open spaces this year. 
Sight lines at junctions 
will be kept clear for all 
road users, and the 
situation will be 
monitored throughout 
the summer to check 
that the new 
arrangements aren’t 
causing any safety 
hazards.” 

The council has also 
identified several 
locations where it will 
plant seeds to provide 
displays of brightly 
coloured wild flowers 
while some grass will 
be left to grow long in 
an effort to encourage 
biodiversity. 


You can find The 
GEM online at 
bridgend-today.co .uk; 

or follow us on 
Twitter - @gem_news 


Local Needs Scheme good 
news for local businesses 


BCBC has been allocated 
£158,000 by the Welsh 
Government to pass on to local 
businesses, following a decision 
to postpone the re-evaluation 
of National Non-Domestic 
Rates (NNDR). 

At a meeting of the council’s 
cabinet, it was agreed that around 300 
properties across the county borough 
with a rateable value of under £25,000 
would benefit from the Bridgend Local 
Needs Scheme, as long as they are not 
already receiving any kind of rate 
relief. 

Under the temporary measures, 
which apply to the 2014/15 financial 
year, up to £1,000 could be awarded to 
eligible businesses by the end of 
March. 

NNDR, set by the Valuation Office 


Agency, is collected by local 
authorities as a contribution towards 
the cost of local services. Also known 
as business rates, they are charged on 
most non-domestic properties like 
shops, offices, pubs, warehouses, 
factories and holiday rental homes or 
guest houses. 

Some properties are exempt from 
paying rates, such as farm buildings 
and land, places of public religious 
worship, and buildings used for the 
training or welfare of disabled people. 

Other properties - such as those 
occupied by charities - automatically 
receive 80 per cent relief, while 
buildings occupied by sporting clubs 
and non-profit making companies 
could be eligible for up to 100 per cent. 

The deadline for applications is 
February 28, and all applications will 
be determined before March 31. 


Who wants to build 
what and where? 


Llanscapes UK - 12 
Kingfisher Close, 
Brackla - Reduce limbs 
of Oak trees by no more 
than 600mm (1988) OBC 
No 6. 

Penyfai Church in Wales 
Primary School - Heol 
Eglwys, Penyfai - 
Proposed flagpole. 

Mr Paul Hebblethwaite - 
1 Clos Waterton, 
Waterton - Orangery 
extension to side of 
property. 

Mr Marvyn James - 12 
Shakespeare Avenue, 
Cefn Glas, Bridgend - 

Proposed car port to 
front. 

Mr P Stokes c/o Mr John 
Matthews, Planning and 
Development consultant, 
Anglesey House, 47 
Anglesey Way, 

Porthcawl - Land 
adjacent 38 Minffrwd 
Road, Pencoed - Extend 
standard condition of 
P/10/298/LUL to extend 
period to commence 
works for further five 
years. 

Mr Kevin Burke - 
Tangneffedd, North 
Cornelly - Ground and 
first floor extension to 
west elevation and first 
floor extension to north 
elevation. 

Mr Russell Hughes - 27 
Commercial Street, 
Kenfig Hill - Change of 
use from sweet shop to 
photography studio 
(retrospective). 
Mohammed a Tufail - 2- 
4 Heol Dewi Sant (Plot 
between 2b and 6) 
Bettws - Two semi¬ 


detached four-bed 
dwellings with integral 
garage. 

Mr M J Vowles - 
Sandford, Bryneglwys 
Avenue, Porthcawl - 

Demolish existing 
dwelling and replace 
with new three-bed 
dwelling. 

Mr D Godbeer - Manor 
Farm Cottage, 

Porthcawl - New 
dwelling to design 
approved by 

P/14/50/FUL. 

Mrs M Hare - Rear 
Dyffryn, 205 New 
Road, Porthcawl - Two 
bed dwelling 

(resubmission of refusal 
P/14/638/FUL). 

Mr C Jenkins - Wood 
View, Derwen - Single 
storey and first floor 
extensions and detached 
garage. 

Mr Joe Goldoni - Land 
adjacent 8 Heol y 
Foelas, Cefn Glas - 
Relax condition 5 and 5 
of P/14/149/FUL relating 
to code for sustainable 
homes. 

Mr Stan Davies - 32 
Wood Street, Maesteg - 
Retention of access onto 
Garn Road, from 32 
Wood Street. 

Mr Richard Crawley - 
110 Heol West Plas, 
Coity - Two storey side 
extension (convert ext 
garage to provide larger 
kitchen, store to front and 
two bedrooms above). 
Mrs Karen Ajax-Lewis - 
New Street Surgery, 1-3 
New Street 

Aberkenfig - Change of 


use of 1 New Street to 
form larger surgery and 
two storey extension 
with rear parking space. 
Styleforce Limited - 11 
Village Farm Industrial 
Estate, Pyle - Remove 
condition 1 of 97/795 to 
allow 40 per cent of retail 
floor area to be used as 
Class A1 to facilitate sale 
of clothing. 

Mr Richard Davies - 
Claren House, Cefn 
Road, Cefn Cribwr - 
Proposed two storey 
extension to rear. 

Mr Adam Jones - 11 
Greenfields Avenue, 
Bridgend - Single storey 
rear/side extension. 
Windflow Hammer 
Limited - Mynydd Pen 
y Graig Wind Farm, 
Rhondda Cynon Taf - 
Screening opinion for 
wind turbine 60m to tip 
(38m hub). 

Coastal Housing Group 
and BCBC - Land at 
The Rhiw multi storey 
car park walkway 
bridge and entrance, 
Bridgend - Demolish 
and rebuild car park; 
erect five storey 
residential/commercial 
block (class A1/A2/A3 
and 28 dwellings with 
parking). 

Miss Kyra Blair - 30 
Tremains Court, 

Brackla - Single storey 
side extension and 
porch - amended 
description and plans. 
Mrowka RB Ltd - 8a 
Derwen Road, 

Bridgend - Installation 
of roller shutter. 
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Tory regional AM’s meeting 
to discuss town hall fears 


SHADOW Welsh culture and 
heritage minister, Suzy Davies, has 
visited Maesteg Town Hall to 
discuss its future, in the light of 
changes being brought in by 
Bridgend County Borough 
Council. 

At the hall Mrs Davies, a Welsh 
Conservative regional AM, was met by hall 
chairman Coun Gareth Howells and vice 
chairman Coun Leighton Thomas ( see 
picture, right). 

Mrs Davies, who was accompanied by 
Jane March, the Conservative 
parliamentary candidate for Ogmore, 
wanted to discuss the impact of the decision 
by BCBC to put all cultural buildings and 


libraries under the control of a new not-for 
profit organisation which is being set up. 

This will also encompass the Grand 
Pavilion in Porthcawl and Blaengarw 
Workmen’s Hall as well as Bryngarw 
House and country park. 

She said: “I was very grateful to both of 
them for meeting and talking through these 
changes, as far as it will affect the town 
hall. I know these are early days and some 
details are not yet clear, but I understand 
how iconic the town hall is to the people of 
the Llynfi Valley. 

“Apart from its substantial physical 
presence in the town centre, it is also at the 
heart of the area’s cultural and social life. It 
is literally where everything happens - 
whether it be a concert given by local 
choirs, a play or musical staged by the 


town’s dramatic and operative societies or a 
dance. The Town Hall was built 130 years 
ago by the miners of the valley and it’s 
important that their legacy is protected. 

“I left reassured that those who now run 
it as volunteers will ensure that it survives 
well into this new century.” 

Jane March said that she had been 
impressed with the strong community 
feeling of Maesteg and the entire valley. 

She added: “I was given the impression 
that people would be prepared to fight 
every inch of the way to ensure the survival 
of this fine hall. It is an impressive building 
which provides first-rate facilities that 
enable cultural organisations to flourish, 
because they have a suitable venue at their 
disposal. That is very important.” 



Porthcawl author’s 
first novel mixes 
Marlowe, myth... 

and a dash of menace! 


IT strikes me as 
pretty good that 
Porthcawl has two 
authors who have 
each found 

publishers prepared 
to back them and 
bring out a 
significant number 
of books. 

Robert Minhinnick, 
now 62, leads the way, 
with 14 - a mix of poetry 
collections, essays and a 
novel, with his first 
published at the age of 25 

However, at his 
current rate of 
productivity, Tom 
Anderson, who has just 
published his fourth 
book, the Actaeon Tide, 
looks set to overtake the 
elder statesman. 

Tom teaches in Cardiff 
now but it hasn't slowed 
his work rate. His first 
was published at the age 
of 26 (he is 34 now) 
another is due out in 
May, and his publisher 
recently said yes to a 
second novel, based on 
the plot synopsis. 

The Actaeon Tide is 
his first novel - a tale that 
starts as a routine crime 
story, but shifts gear into 
Stephen King territory - 
and it does mark a 
departure for the young 
writer. 

Tom’s previous books 
have drawn on his 
passion for surfing, and 
he used that to fashion a 
fascinating mix - very 
fine travel writing while 
also explaining the 
complexities of the sport, 
as he chased waves 
around the world, doing 
an excellent job of 
articulating the hold it 
has on its devotees. 

The first book, Riding 
the Magic Carpet, sold 
well enough to spawn 
two more, but now he is 
in search of a wider 
audience. 

Having said all that, 
the narrator of the story is 
a private investigator, 
grudgingly doing that job 
so that he can save 
enough money to go 
somewhere warm and 
surf. 

As the action is set in a 
town that seems a lot like 


Book review by 

PHILIP IRWIN 


t 



Tom Anderson, reading at the Porthcawl 
book launch in the Green Room, Sussed. 
The venue’s monthly poetry and literary 
evenings are becoming very popular. 

Porthcawl, and as the pieces of ‘writing’, tends 
prevailing weather in this to get in the way of the 
fictional town is either story, 
freezing in winter, or That story concerns 
bleak and wet in spring two private investigators, 
and summer, you can see one old hand who is an 
the attraction. ex-copper, and the 

Philip Marlowe and aforementioned 
Jim Rockford plied their wannabee surfer. They 
trade in sunny Los head out into the Vale of 
Angeles, but Welsh Glamorgan, to an 
detectives have to turn isolated house where a 
their collar up to keep out woman is convinced that 
the sleet. If you’ve seen dark forces are planning 
S4C’s Hinterland, then to do her harm. 


you get the picture! 

A good guideline for 


If it sounds like 
'Gaslight' 1 plot 


any book is to read the someone trying to drive 
first page-and-a-half. the victim mad - it soon 
After all, if you don’t like veers off when the senior 
the style, it will be a private eye decides to 
struggle from then on. call in a police psychic, 
Try this with Tom’s Alys, who kicks the plot 
book and you will want forward and also off at a 
to stay with it. Although tangent, 
the meaning doesn’t It’s not wise to give 
become clear until later, away any more of the 
it's a vivid piece of plot, but Tom succeeds in 
writing that lets you keeping the pages 
know that he can write, turning, and he shows 
and it makes you wonder that he has mastered the 
art of instilling an 
atmosphere of fear and 


where it is heading. 

Ironically, the success 
of the opening leaves dread into the narrative. 
Tom with a problem, he It’s not the finished 


article, but The Actaeon 
Tide is a fine piece of 


has a tale to tell 
characters to introduce 
and a storyline that the storytelling, which 
reader, naturally, wants strong on atmosphere, 
to see kick on. Tom’s 


It 


marks 


Tom 


desire to repeat that Anderson out as a writer 
opening page, with more to watch. 


Assembly cash 
gives boost to 
council scheme 


BRIDGEND 
County Borough 
Council’s 

Communities First 
programme has 
been given a grant 
by the Welsh 
Government to 
extend it for 
another year. 

BCBC will distribute 
£1,738,317 between 
three Communities First 
clusters in 2015/16. 

In addition, nearly 
£60,000 has been made 
available for the ‘Every 
Child Counts’ project at 
Oldcastle, Pen-y-Bont, 
Tremains, Brackla and 
Litchard primary 
schools, which aims to 
help pupils who are 
struggling with 
mathematics. 

At a meeting last 
week, the cabinet also 
backed the continuation 
of a financial well-being 
contract, which is 
commissioned by the 
council and delivered by 
Bridgend Citizens’ 


Raspberry 
demand 
has Sony 
gearing up! 

PENCOED-based 
Sony UK 

Technology Centre 
(UKTEC) has 
announced it has 
more than 
quadrupled its 
production of the 
latest Raspberry Pi, 
a credit-card-sized 
single-board 
computer. 

It is increasing 
production from 18,000 
units to 80,000 units per 
week to cope with the 
expected level of 
demand of the next- 
generation Raspberry Pi 
2, launched world-wide 
this week. 

The Raspberry Pi has 
been developed by non¬ 
profit Raspberry Pi 
Foundation, and is a 
credit-card sized 
computer designed to 
stimulate young 
people’s interest in 
computer programming 
and electronics. 


Advice Bureau. In 
tandem with the Welsh 
Government, it has 
authorised council 
officers to explore plans 
for Bridgend to pilot a 
new European Social 
Fund (ESF) project, to 
support adult and youth 
employment. 


Volunteers are needed 
for ‘companions’ plan 

SARN Life Long Learning 
Centre is holding an event on 
Wednesday, February 18 from 
10am to 1pm - to help isolated 
people over 50 in Bridgend 
county borough, as part of the 
Big Lottery-funded 

‘Community Companions’ 
over-50s scheme. 

Led by Bridgend Association of 
Voluntary Organisations (BAVO) in 
partnership with a range of statutory 
and voluntary organisations, BAVO is 
recruiting and training volunteers aged 
16 and over to befriend older people 
who may feel isolated and lonely for a 
number of reasons. 

A spokeswoman said: “Imagine 
going days or weeks without seeing 


somebody or not being able to get out 
of the house? An hour of your time to 
visit someone or help them take part in 
community activities can make a huge 
difference to their day. 

“By becoming a volunteer 
befriender, you can help older people 
meet others, improve their access to 
local services and improve their 
overall health and wellbeing. 

“An hour of your day really goes a 
long way! By becoming a volunteer 
befriender you will experience first 
hand the difference that you can make 
to people’s lives. You will make new 
friends and learn new skills that will 
boost your own self-confidence.” 

For further details, call BAVO on 
01656 810400; email 

bavo@bavo .org .uk. 
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Princess Royal joins RNLI celebration 



Ogmore MP in call 
for Tamil inquiry 



Huw Irranca-Davies MP and 
Mr Duraithasan Subramaniam 
and Mr Vethanayagam 
Sanjeevathanushan deliver the 
petition to Downing Street. 


THE MP for Ogmore, Huw 
Irranca-Davies and two Tamil 
constituents have delivered a 
petition to Prime Minister 
David Cameron at Downing 
Street calling on the UK 
Government to support an 
international inquiry into Sri 
Lanka’s treatment of the Tamil 
people. 

Mr Duraithasan Subramaniam and 
Mr. Vethanayagam 

Sanjeevathanushan, from the Ogmore 
constituency joined Mr Irranca-Davies 
to deliver the petition signed by Tamils 
and their supporters from the south 
Wales valleys. 

This is the latest stage in a long 
campaign by UK Tamils and their 
allies to pressure the Government to 
ensure a full and open international 
inquiry into human rights abuses in Sri 
Lanka. 

For many years the Sri Lanka 


Government has been accused of 
oppressing the Tamil people. 

“While the UK Government has 
made supportive noises in the past this 
petition is designed to keep the 
pressure on. It is hoped it will ensure 
that the Tamil people in the UK and 
across the world are given the justice 
they deserve,” said Mr Irranca-Davies. 

“I was proud to walk through the 
gates of Downing Street with 
Duraithasan and Vethanayagam. The 
campaign for a full and open 
international inquiry into human rights 
abuses in Sri Lanka is a global sign of 
the beliefs in human dignity, rights and 
justice. 

“However, it is also a local 
campaign, one which directly affects 
the lives of my Tamil constituents; 
their friends and families. The onus is 
now on the Prime Minister to respond 
to our petition and commit his 
Government to fully backing the 
international inquiry.” 


Tories’ choice for Ogmore 



A KENT woman with “strong 
farming roots” has been 
selected by Welsh 
Conservatives to stand in the 
Ogmore constituency at the 
general election. 

Jane March (above, centre) is 
hoping to meet upland farmers to 
“explore their problems”, particularly 
those in the dairy sector. 

She said: “My father had a 
smallholding and we kept sheep, so I 
also understand the issues in this sector 
as well. 

“I studied dairy and food technology 
at agricultural college and then did 


business studies at Southampton 
College before working as a marketing 
assistant with a fruit growing co¬ 
operative.” 

She lives with her husband Richard 
on a farm in Kent, where they keep 
sheep and beef cattle, as well as 
growing cereal. They have two sons 
(one graduated from Cardiff 
University last year). 

She added: “I know that Ogmore 
has been an industrial constituency 
with a strong coal mining heritage, but 
I am also conscious of the need to 
develop and nurture modem industries 
to provide the employment we need in 
future.” 


A ROYAL visitor called 
into Porthcawl RNLI 
Lifeboat Station on 
Monday to help it 
celebrate half a century 
of saving lives at sea. 

Princess Anne met the 
volunteer crew who were hailed 
the busiest in Wales during 
2014, having launched 73 and 
rescued 60 people. 

In 1965 the RNLI re¬ 
established a lifeboat service at 
Porthcawl and introduced one 
of its new experimental inshore 
lifeboats, which was a great 
success. A volunteer crew was 
formed and as the area grew in 
popularity and people were 
spending an increasing amount 
of leisure time at the coast, 
demand for the service grew. 

Volunteer crews at Porthcawl 
experienced their busiest ever 
year in 2014, statistics released 
in January revealed a massive 


49 per cent increase in lifeboat 
launches during the year. The 
number of people rescued 
during 2014 doubled compared 
with the previous year. 

During the visit, the Princess 
Royal was introduced to 
Porthcawl RNLI station 
chairman John Abraham and 
lifeboat operations manager 
Phil Missen. Mr Missen 
introduced her to a number of 
volunteer crew, who saved 16 
lives in 2014. 

“The Princess Royal enjoyed 
taking a closer look at 
Porthcawl’s Atlantic 85 lifeboat 
Rose of the Shires and D-class 
lifeboat Jean Ryallf said Phil 
Missen, RNLI lifeboat 
operations manager. 

“From being named the 
busiest station in Wales to 
having a royal visitor, it really 
has been an exciting start to the 
year for Porthcawl RNLI. As 
volunteers, the crew give up so 


much of their time to help save 
lives at sea, especially as 2014 
was so very busy. It fills our 
crew with a real sense of pride 
to know their efforts appreciated 
and to be congratulated by a 
Royal visitor was really quite 
something. 

“It was an honour to 
welcome the Princess Royal to 
our station as such a significant 
time in our station’s history. 
We’ve come a long way in the 
last 50 years, but one thing that 
remains unchanged is not only 
the commitment and dedication 
of the crew, but the people who 
work so hard behind the scenes 
to fundraise and keep the RNLI 
charity afloat.’ 

The station’s president Peter 
Scott introduced Princess Anne 
to the operations committee, 
and shop volunteers also 
enjoyed an opportunity to meet 
their special guest. 

She unveiled a plaque to 


commemorate the anniversary 
and re-founding of Porthcawl 
RNLI and was then presented 
with a framed photograph of the 
station. 

The visit is the start of 
packed calendar for Porthcawl 
RNLI during their anniversary 
year. Tickets are currently on 
sale for the station’s 50th 
anniversary ball at the Grand 
Pavilion on Friday, June 26. 

Marj Abraham, a member of 
the Porthcawl RNLI fundraising 
guild who has raised £60,000 
over the last 14 years raffling 
beautiful handmade quilts is 
already planning a special 
design to mark the momentous 
occasion. 

For more information, or to 
support fundraising during the 
station’s anniversary year, 
please contact RNLI community 
fundraising manager, Jen Abell 
on 07831 109770. 


Scheme promotes benefits of breast feeding 



MUMS in Cornelly have been 
hearing about a new initiative that 
encourages them to give their new¬ 
borns the precious gift of breast 
milk. 

A new campaign, ‘Your Baby’s First 
Gift’, has been launched by midwives 
across Bridgend, Swansea and Neath Port 
Talbot to promote the long-term health 
benefits that can be gained by a child 
having at least one feed of breast mi lk 
during their first few days. 

Mums and pregnant women who attend 
the ‘Parents in Partnership South Wales’ 


breast feeding support group at the 
Cornelly Integrated Children’s Centre were 
among the first to hear about the new 
initiative when they met for their weekly 
Wednesday morning gathering. 

The idea for the campaign came from 
Leanne Thomas, a Flying Start midwife 
based in Bettws. 

She said: “We know that a new-born 
baby’s immune system is not nearly as 
good as an adult’s or even an older child’s. 
We also know that breast milk is full of 
good antibodies and antibacterial 
properties, and reduces the risk of chest 
infections and tummy upset, so breast 


feeding can make a massive difference.” 

Cornelly is one of eight Flying Start 
areas in Bridgend county borough, where 
eligible parents can benefit from the Welsh 
Government’s targeted Early Years 
programme to gain access to an enhanced 
health visitor service, free quality childcare 
for 2-3 year olds, parenting support, and 
help with early language development. 

In addition to Cornelly, Flying Start 
services can be found in Sam, Blackmill, 
Wildmill, Brackla, Cefn Glas, Maesteg and 
Bettws, while a centre will also open in 
Lewistown soon. 


Bridgend AM is told of need 
for new health care centre 


THE Porthcawl 
SHOUT chairman, 
Gary Victor, 
welcomed the local 
Assembly member, 
Carwyn Jones, to 
its February 
meeting. 

During a wide - 
ranging question and 
answer debate that 
lasted over an hour, Mr 
Jones updated members, 
on the Health Service, 
local government 
reorganisation, 
educational issues, the 
new Blue Badge criteria, 
as well as the Welsh 
Government’s intentions 
for Cardiff Airport. 

Members expressed 
concerns about Severn 
Bridge tolls. While the 
discussions were far 
reaching, members left 
the Mr Jones in no 
doubt that their priority 


concerns were still the 
Health Service, and 
particularly the urgent 
need for a modern new 
health care centre for 
Porthcawl. 

It was also accepted 
that Porthcawl’s 
regeneration had been 
totally unsatisfactory to 
date. 

Mr Jones welcomed 
the recent announcement 
of the harbour 
development and the 
prospect of a new state- 
of-the-art maritime 
centre, as well as the 
long awaited 
redevelopment of the 
Jennings Building. 

Later, Zoe Wallace, 
acting head of primary 
care and planning 
confirmed that the board 
see Porthcawl as a 
priority and will proceed 
once a suitable site has 
been identified. 
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320-MILE CYCLE RIDE WILL GIVE FUNDING A BOOST... 

From Cardiff to Paris — to support 
injured Welsh international Owen 




Wales and England were in perfect harmony during a fundraiser for the #StayStrongF orOws 
campaign. From left to right England’s Stuart Lancaster and Will Carling, Wales’ coach Warren 
Gatland and Welsh legend Jonathan Davies. 

(PICTURE COURTESY OF THE HUW EVANS AGENCY) 


ABOVE: James (left) and Matthew will cycle from Cardiff 
to Paris to support Welsh international Owen Williams. 


Holly volunteers on 
Cambodian project 
to help fight poverty 




RIGHT: 

Holly with RAFA hosts, 
stewards Sarah and 
Chris Prescott. 
HOLLY ASPEY (25) 
from Porthcawl, will 
travel to Cambodia 
on March 3, to help 
fight poverty in 
Stung Treng 
province. 

She will team up with 
Cambodian volunteers 
to tackle problems 
facing the community, 
after getting a place on 
the government-funded 
International Citizen 
Service (ICS). 

The scheme offers 
young people aged 18 to 
25 the chance to learn 
about team-working and 
leadership on projects 
around the world. On 
return to the UK, ICS 
volunteers undertake an 
‘Action at Home 
Project’, that benefits 
their own community. 

Holly said: “In order 
to participate in this 
volunteering project of a 
lifetime I need to raise 
£800 for the charity that 


is fighting global 
poverty across the world 
through volunteers, 

VSO 

(http://www.vso .org .uk. 

“Fundraising for 
VSO will show my 
commitment to the 
project and hopefully 
inspire other young 
people to apply to 
volunteer overseas and 
develop on a personal 
and professional level - 
bringing home skills, 
confidence and ideas 
that they can put to use 
in their own 
communities in Wales. 

“On Sunday 
(February 8) I raised 
£370 from a raffle and 


donations thanks to the 
RAFA club in Porthcawl 
holding ‘The Big 
Sunday Lunch,’ where 
over 50 people enjoyed 
a lunch and desert for 
£9.95. The generous 
staff at the RAFA 
donated £3.50 per meal 
towards my 
fundraising.” 

To sponsor Holly 
Aspey, visit 

https . 7 /www.justgiving .c 
om/Holly-Aspey2 or text 
ASPY50 £2, £5, £10 to 
70070. To find out more 
about ICS or to apply, 
visit 

www.volunteerics .orgor 
call 0208 780 7400. 


TWO local men 
aim to raise funds 
for seriously- 
injured Welsh 
rugby international 
Owen Williams by 
cycling the 320 
miles from Cardiff 
to Paris. 

Matthew Lewis from 
Barry Island and James 
Donne from Canton, 
were keen to boost 
Owen’s recovery from a 
serious spinal injury 
which was sustained in 
a Blues’ match last year 
against Asia Pacific 
Dragons. 

Owen (23) was 
initially treated in 
Singapore before being 
flown back to Wales 
and the Welsh Spinal 
Injuries and 


Neurological 
Rehabilitation Unit at 
Rookwood Hospital. 

James explained: 
“Matthew and I aim to 
raise funds by riding 
from Cardiff to Paris 
this summer, along with 
players, sponsors and 
friends of the Cardiff 
Blues rugby team. 

“Last June, Owen 
injured his cervical 
vertebrae and spinal 
cord and lost the 
movement in the upper 
and lower portions of 
his body. 

“Due to the excellent 
level of care he has 
received at Rookwood 
Hospital, he has gained 
good movement in his 
left arm and slight 
movement in his right.” 

Owen remains at the 
hospital while he 


Report by TIM 
CHAPMAN 


continues his long-term 
rehabilitation and 
recovery. 

Among the Blues’ 
players taking part in 
the cycle ride will be 
Cory Allen from Barry. 

James said: “On June 
3, we will start the ride 
from ‘BT Sport Cardiff 
Arms Park’. It is 320 
miles and will take four 
days. 

“We’ll be stopping at 
various rugby clubs and 
social venues along the 
way, and will end by 
riding right up to the 
Eiffel Tower in Paris. 

“Matthew and I 
would be hugely 
grateful for any help 



ABOVE: 

Owen Williams of 
Wales and The 
Blues. 

given with the ride, 
whether it is donations, 
or help in spreading 
news of our campaign, 
though retweets 
or’shares’ on social 
media, or just word of 


mouth.” 

The lads have set up 
a just giving page: 
www.justgiving .co .uk/J 
DML. 

Matthew added: “If 
people donate, please 
tick the ‘Gift Aid’ box, 
because we will then 
receive 25p for every 
pound donated.” 

A total of £36,000 
was raised at a special 
lunch held at ‘BT Sport 
Cardiff Arms Park’ 
ahead of the Wales v 
England clash, with 
special guests including 
Wales’ coach Warren 
Gatland and England 
coach Stuart Lancaster. 
More than 500 guests 
attended the event. 

To keep up to speed 
as to how Owen is 
getting on, go to: 
#StayStrongForOws. 



M M (/ Part of the Whitchurch Windows Group. Est 1991. 

Enhance your Home and your Lifestyle 



mail@cardifforangeries.co.uk 

www.whitchurchwindows.co.uk 

Cardiff: 029 2052 1675 • Vale: 01446 781230 
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ROYAL VISITOR HELPS TO CELEBRATE 
RNLI’s HALF-CENTURY IN PORTHCAWL 


ABOVE: A welcoming party made up of local schoolchildren. 


Porthcawl Mayor Coun Sean Aspey with RNLI members. 



Article and photographs by KEITH E MORGAN 


It was a special day for Porthcawl 
RNLI on Monday (February 9) when 
the Princess Royal came to help 
celebrate its 50th anniversary. (See 
picture on page 1). 

Local historian Keith E Morgan 
took these photographs of the visit 
and also reflects on the history of the 
RNLI station in the town. 

T HE royal visit was to 
celebrate the 50th 
anniversary of the re- 
introduction of a RNLI Lifeboat 
station in Porthcawl in 1965. 

The first Porthcawl Lifeboat 
House, adjoining No 12, Marine 
Terrace on the Esplanade at the 
entrance to Knights Arms Square, was 
opened in April 1860 on ground given 
by Lady Windsor at a cost of £120. 
This boathouse is still there. 

The first lifeboat, the six-oared 
Good Deliverance was inaugurated on 
April 29, 1860, and had to man¬ 
handled down the slipway on a 
wheeled carriage in order to launch it. 

In 1872, a new bigger lifeboat, the 
Chafyn Grove, was bought for the 
station. This new boat required the 
existing boathouse to be enlarged. A 
harness room was provided to store 
equipment for the six horses that were 
needed to launch and recover this 
larger lifeboat. 

In 1887, the station received yet 
another new lifeboat, the Speedwell. 
However, this new boat was used very 
little, with only nine launches made 
before it was decided to close the 
station in 1902. 

Porthcawl Lifeboat Station was 
closed due to the cessation of 
commercial traffic to the docks. Since 
the majority of launches were for 
commercial traffic, it was deemed 
unnecessary to have a lifeboat station 


in Porthcawl and the boathouse was 
sold. In 1965, the RNLI reopened the 
Porthcawl Lifeboat Station and and 
placed on service, an experimental D- 
class Inflatable Inshore Rescue 
Lifeboat No 52 which was designed to 
give a rapid response to recreational 
water users around the coast. 

Due to the RNLI selling the old 
boathouse in 1903 for the grand sum 
of £160, the new lifeboat had to be 
housed in a lean-to next to Jennings 
Building leased from Porthcawl Urban 
District Council. 

The new station soon established 
itself and saw a succession of D-class 
lifeboats before the first Atlantic class 
boat was delivered to Porthcawl in 
1996. 

In 1996, the RNLI decided that 
Porthcawl needed a larger boat and a 
new purpose built boathouse was 
constructed to house a brand new B 
Class Atlantic 75-class boat named 
Giles and Talus MB-4H Tractor 
launch tractor together with a Do-Do 
carriage. 

An Atlantic 21-class boat 
Bienwatch served the station in 1996 
for a short period whilst the new boat 
was being built. In 2009, the lifeboat 
was upgraded to an Atlantic 85-class 
boat. This later boat, named the Rose 
of the Shires, has a crew of four. 

Over the last 50 years, the lifeboat 
crews, all volunteers, have been 
honoured with 29 awards for 
gallantry. This list includes a Silver 
Medal presented to Stuart Roberts in 
1995 as well as two Bronze Medals. 

One awarded to Helmsman Nick 
Beale in 2002 with the other, the first 
to be awarded to a lifeboat woman in 
116 years, to Helmsman Aileen Jones 
in 2004. 

Well done to everyone involved in 
the RNLI service! 
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Carriage driving skills are on show at 
society event held at Pencoed College 


THE South Wales 
Carriage Driving 
Society held an 
event at Pencoed 
College on 

Sunday, February 
8 . 

Those taking part 
had to negotiate a 
series of cones and 
obstacles. 

Glyn Evans was 
on hand to capture 
the skills of the 
drivers and their 
horses. 


PHOTOS 
by GLYN 
EVANS 

OTHER PICTURES 
ARE 

AVAILABLE FROM 
THIS EVENT. 

Pictures can be 
purchased 
by contacting: 

E-Mail: 
ffotoimage@ 
tiscali.co.uk 
Telephone 
07791 228684 

www.ffotoimage.co.uk 

\ _ / 







Snake, fox, owl 
— and a Gruffalo! 



Nottage Primary School reception class pupils 
were entranced by the Gruffalo display. 


SCRAMBLED snake, roasted 
fox and owl ice-cream were all 
on the menu this week at 
Nottage Primary School in 
Porthcawl, as pupils tucked 
into the popular children’s 
book The Gruffalo. 

The reception class enjoyed 
activities and adventures linked to the 
much-loved monster, with a ‘deep dark 
wood’ and cave being created in the 
corner of a classroom for pupils to 
explore. 

Gruffalo author Julia Donaldson 
wrote 11 of the top 20 most-borrowed 
junior books from libraries throughout 


Bridgend county borough during the 
last year. As well as The Gruffalo, her 
other modern classics include The 
Gruffalo’s Child, The Snail and the 
Whale, Room on the Broom and Stick 
Man. 

While Julia Donaldson penned 11 of 
the most popular junior titles in 2014, 
the most-borrowed book was Diary of 
a Wimpy Kid: The Third Wheel by Jeff 
Kinney. Other top reads that closely 
followed included Demon Dentist by 
David Walliams in second place while 
Julia Donaldson’s Superworm and 
Charlie Cook’s Favourite Book were 
third and fourth respectively and Diary 
of a Wimpy Kid: Hard Luck was the 
fifth favourite among borrowers. 
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Vale children’s hospice is 
thrilled with new kitchen 



EVER since 
opened in 1999, the kitchen 
and dining area has been a 
hive of activity and is 


PICTURED: James Sommerin, David Kelman, Julia McCarthy, 

David Haines-Knight, Stephen Terry and Hywel Jones. 

Ty Hafan opportunities for cookery therapy separate, smaller kitchen for 
and a separate domestic kitchen parents and families to enjoy, 
specifically designed to provide B&M Stores, Dow Corning, 
families with greater Next, Ray of Light Trust, Sigma 3, 
independence while resident at the St James’s Place Foundation, 


described by families and hospice. 


staff as the 
building. 

Whether families are enjoying a 
home-made cooked meal or a 
member of staff is having a 


RWE Npower, Wallace and 


hub’ of the Jayne Saunders, director of care Gromit Foundation and Zurich 
at Ty Hafan, said: “We aim to Community Trust have all made 
create a homely atmosphere for contributions to the kitchen 
our families which is why the new refurbishment, 
kitchen is a wonderful addition to Four top chefs who took part in 
the hospice. The refurbishment Chefs’ Night Out - a gala dinner 


comforting cup of tea, it has provides a pos i t i ve an d uplifting which raised £125,000 for the 
always been a well-loved area, environment and the feedback cause last weekend - enjoyed a 
But, after 15 years of use, the we ’ve had from families has been visit to Ty Hafan and were 
kitchen had started looking tired fantastic. incredibly impressed with the new 

and in need of an upgrade. “We are delighted with the new kitchen when they decorated cakes 

Today, the kitchen has been kitchen and can’t thank our with children and families, 
completely transformed thanks to supporters enough for making it It costs £3.7m a year to provide 
tireless fundraising by the public happen.” the charity’s state-of-the art 

and donations from local The impressive kitchen boasts facilities at Sully and its support 
businesses. The £140,000 brand new equipment, including services to families out in the 
refurbishment offers state-of-the- top-of-the-range ovens and community. To make a donation 
art catering facilities, fridges, a new store room and a please visit www.tyhafan.org. 
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Come and see 

our fantastic range of Log Cabins & Sheds 



APEX SHEDS 

6' x 4' - £329 • 7' x 5' - £379 • 8' x 6' - £429 

Prices include VAT and local delivery. While stocks last. 

Installation only £95 (locally on your prepared base) 

Need a base? Want your old shed taken away? 

We are happy to quote for the work! 

Also available: SHEDS - SUMMERHOUSES 

GREENHOUSES - PLAYHOUSES - POTTING SHEDS 

Wenvoe Garden Buildings at Style Gardens Centre, 

Port Road, Wenvoe, Cardiff, CF5 6AD 
Opening Times: Mon - Fri 9am - 5pm, Sat 9am - 12.30pm, Closed Sundays. 

Tel: 02920 591000. 

We look forward to seeing you! 

Download our cabin brochure at www.wenvoegarden.co.uk 
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STEVEDORES FINED 
FOR WORKER’S 
SEVERE INJURIES 


A GLAMORGAN stevedoring company 
has been fined for breaking safety 
legislation, after an employee suffered 
severe leg injuries in falling from a trailer. 


Turning derelict 
houses into 
homes gets boost 

A SCHEME to help the number of empty 


turn 1,115 empty 
private sector 
properties into 
homes in Cardiff, 
the Vale, Bridgend, 
RCT and Merthyr 
has received a 
funding boost as 
part of a new £20 
million Welsh 
Government 
investment to 
improve housing 
stock. 

Communities and 
Tackling Poverty 
Minister Lesley Griffiths 
AM has announced the 
home improvement 
loans and houses into 
homes schemes will 
each receive £10 million 
to bring many derelict 
and inhabitable 
properties back into use. 

A recent report 
showed an increase in 


private sector properties 
brought back into use 
across Wales. To date, 
4,471 empty and run¬ 
down properties have 
been turned into homes 
so far this Assembly 
term, only 529 short of 
the Welsh Government’s 
ambitious 5,000 target 
for the whole term, 
which runs until May 
2016. Houses into 
Homes has played a big 
part in helping to 
achieve this. 

National strategic 
indicators show that 
1,115 empty private 
sector properties in 
Cardiff, the Vale, 
Bridgend, RCT and 
Merthyr, have been 
turned into homes so far 
during this Assembly 
term - Vale 460, 
Bridgend 146, RCT 216, 
Cardiff 210, and 
Merthyr 83. 


Nigel Preece (58) of Pyle, Bridgend, was 
unloading steel coils from a flatbed trailer when he 
fell 1.3 metres, sustaining two broken legs. 

Mr Preece’s employer, Briton Ferry Stevedoring, 
appeared before Swansea Magistrates on February 4 
in a prosecution brought by the Health and Safety 
Executive (HSE) following the incident. 

The court heard that Mr Preece had to stand on the 
trailer and feed a lifting strap through the centre of 
the coils so they could be taken off the vehicle. After 
lifting a coil, he replaced the loose board on the 
trailer floor which covered the well used to hold the 
coil in place during transport. 

On this occasion, the board was not properly 
placed and when Mr Preece stood on it, the board 
moved causing him to lose his balance and fall off 
the trailer, breaking both his legs above the knee. 

He had to undergo a 10-and-a-half hour operation 
and was treated in intensive care for one week. He 
was unable to walk for three months without 
support, and it was six months before he could walk 
unaided. 

An investigation by HSE found the company had 
failed to make sure the work was carried out safely, 
or that there were measures in place to prevent or 
reduce the effects of any fall. 

Briton Ferry Stevedoring Ltd of Giants Wharf, 
Briton Ferry, pleaded guilty to breaching Section 
2(1) of the Health and Safety at Work Act 1974 and 
was fined £13,000 and ordered to pay costs of 
£1,497. 

HSE Inspector, Steve Richardson, speaking after 
the hearing, said: “Mr Preece suffered extreme pain 
and serious injuries and could have lost his life, 
because his employer did not take simple measures 
to plan, manage or control the work he was asked to 
carry out. 

“Falls from height are the biggest cause of 
workplace deaths and there is no excuse for 
employers failing to safeguard workers who have to 
work at height.” 

Further information about working safely at 
height can be found on the HSE website at 
www.hse.gov.uk!falls. 


‘Make a pledge 
to preserve 
our heritage’ 



PS Waverley, formerly PS Barry. 


HE news item 
‘Appeal for 
pledges to 
secure part of Barry’s 
heritage’ in The GEM 
of February 5, tells 
the remarkable story 
of artifacts from the 
paddle steamer Barry, 
recovered by a diver 
from the bottom of 
the North Sea, where 
the steamer was 
bombed and sunk on 
July 5,1941. 

The photograph 
(above) of the Barry, by 
then renamed Waverley, 
was taken in the 1930s. 

It would be splendid 
if these historic items 
from Barry’s ‘own’ 
paddle steamer were to 
be on display in the 
town. 

I hope that many will 
feel able to make a 


small contribution to 
their purchase. 

At present, pledges 
are being taken and our 
family business, the 
Silver Star Decorating 
and DIY store on Barry 
Docks, has made an 
initial pledge of £25. 

Pledges can be made 
to: 

kgmaritime .research @ g 
ooglemail.com or those 
not online are welcome 
to send a brief note to 
me and I will forward 
them to Mr JT 
Greenway, who is 
leading the effort to 
raise the necessary 
funds. 

TERRY SYLVESTER, 

Gwalia Buildings, 

Barry Docks CF62 5QR 
(Tel 01446 745444). 



Travellers are 
invited to free 
holiday market 
at the airport 



CARDIFF AIRPORT 
is holding a free 
holiday market at 
Rhoose on February 
22, and families, 
couples and solo 
travellers alike are 
invited to go along to 
see just how many 
places they can reach 
from Wales’ national 
airport. 

The event is being held 
in partnership with Regal 
Travel and there’ll be 
more than 30 operators 
displaying their wares, 
such as KLM, Vueling 
Airlines, P&O Cruises 
and Newmarket 

Holidays. 

Regal Travel’s holiday 
experts, based across 
south Wales will be on 
hand with special offers 
on the day, to provide 


free advice and take 
bookings. Plus, everyone 
who attends will be 
offered the chance to 
enter a free prize draw to 
win flights to Orlando! 

The holiday market 
will be open from 11am 
to 3pm; each visitor will 
be given a ‘passport’ 
when they arrive, to be 
stamped by exhibitors. 

It will give them entry 
to the free prize draw, for 
a chance to win two 
return flights from 
Cardiff to Orlando with 
Thomas Cook Airlines. 

Other exhibitors 
include the airport’s 
executive lounge and 
Nuance (the tax and duty 
free shop) with a 
selection of goods that 
can be bought on the day 

Family entertainment 
will also be provided. 
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STEAMED UP DOUBLE GLAZING? 

Don't replace the Frames.^ Just the Panes! 


Broken or Damaged Windows? 
Faulty Hinges, Handles or Locks? 
Want The Latest Energy Saving Glass? 

All Glazing Backed By Our 

5 Year Manufacturers Guarantee 

Frlortty frsephons 

0800 61 21 118 

www.ctoud y 2c ftaarc om 
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THE CARDIFF AIRPORT 
AND REGAL TRAVEL 

HOLIDAY 



MARKET 

Cardiff Airport, Sunday 22nd Feb, 11am - 3pm 
Discover the 900+ destinations available from your local airport! 




free 

parking 
at THE 
EVENT 


Come along to the Holiday Market for travel inspiration, 
advice and to book your next adventure! 


Cardiff airport 


regaltravel.co.uk if @RegalTvl f RegalTravel.SouthWales #holidaymarket 
cardiff-airport.com IF @Cardiff_Airport f Card iff Airport 


Buy any two 
hot drinks and 
get two free 
Welsh cakes* 


wc make saving money perfectly clear 
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Dyffryn Gardens 
staff’s Porthcawl 
beach clean-up 



DYFFRYN 
Gardens staff have 
cleaned up Coney 
beach in Porthcawl 
to help celebrate 50 
years of the 
successful coastline 
campaign ‘Project 
Neptune.’ 


This was launched in 
1965 and is the trust’s 
longest running appeal. 
It is raising funds to help 
the charity and acquire 
and look after more than 
740 miles of coastline in 
Wales, England and 
Northern Ireland. So far 
the campaign has raised 


Registered Clinical Dental Technicians 


Express Denture Clinic 

Denture Experts 

Implant Retained Dentures 
New Dentures - 5 day Service Available 
Free Initial Consultation and Advice 
Emergency Denture Repairs 
in 1 Hour 

New Flexible Dentures and 
Chrome Plates 
Home Visits Available 

Eat, Smile & Talk 

with confidence 

Telephone - Cardiff: 029 20623222 
Talbot Green: 01443 222509 

Andrews Denture Clinic, 89 Whitchurch Road, Cardiff, CF14 3JP 
Threeways Dental Laboratory, Talbot Square, Talbot Green, CF72 8AB 


The First Step to a Better Smile 





over £65 million. 

The task was the 
brainchild of a gardener 
at Dyffryn Gardens, Dan 
Staniforth, who 

regularly visits the beach 
to surf. “I try and do 
some litter picking 
before work, but it’s 
amazing how quickly 
the litter builds up. 
Besides being unsightly 
to visitors to the beach it 
is also harmful to the 
bird and animal species 
that live here so we 
wanted to do something 
about it.” 

The Dyffryn team 
will be at Coney Beach 
in Porthcawl again in 
May from 10am to 1pm, 
and are asking people to 
go along and lend the 
team a hand. Anyone 
wanting to get involved 
in the project should 
email 
dyffryn@ nationaltrust .o 
rg.uk for more 
information. 


The panto season is 
over... oh no, it isn’t! 


THE Glamorgan Federation of 
Young Farmers Clubs presents 
its annual pantomime 
competition between February 
12-14 at the Grand Pavilion, 
Porthcawl. 

It sees members aged between 10- 
26 from Glamorgan’s seven clubs go 
head to head to showcase their talents. 

The winning cast will go forward to 
represent Glamorgan in the Wales 
finals at the Swansea Grand Theatre in 
March and from that, the winning team 
go forward to the national finals at 
Torquay in April. 

The competition starts with 
performances from Wick and Maendy. 
The second evening will see Bridgend, 


Llantrisant and Gelligaer take to the 
stage, while the third evening will see 
Gower and Neath perform, followed 
by the final adjudication and results. 

Glamorgan YFC county chairman, 
Miss Kath Campbell, said: “The 
standard of competition is always very 
high in Glamorgan and never fails to 
entertain. I would, therefore, strongly 
encourage families to come along to 
enjoy an extension to the traditional 
pantomime season and experience the 
range of singing and acting talents 
within Glamorgan YFC.” 

Curtain up at 7pm each night. For 
more information, contact county 
organiser, Gwyneth Thomas, on 07779 
331839 or by email glamorgan@yfc- 
wales.org.uk. 


JAMES SCOOPS THE 
REGIONAL APPRENTICE 
OF THE YEAR AWARD 


JAMES 
BREARLEY (20) 
from Bridgend, 
came up trumps at 
the EEF/Aldermore 
Future 
Manufacturing 
Awards, where he 
won the 

outstanding 
performance by a 
third year 

apprentice award, 
sponsored by JAM 
Recruitment. 

James, who works in 
Barry for Dow Coming, 
beat off competition 
from five other 
shortlisted apprentices 


after impressing judges 
with his dedication, 
determination and drive. 

The apprentice 
awards, now in their 
65th year celebrate a 
long tradition of 
apprenticeships in 
Wales, as well as 
recognising individual 
achievements. 

James said: “I’m 
delighted to have won 
this award, especially 
after being up against 
some other incredibly 
talented and dedicated 
apprentices. It has been 
an eye-opener, and 
equally terrifying and 
inspiring to see the 
success and strength of 


the other shortlisted 
apprentices - as far as 
I’m concerned, we’re all 
winners. 

“I just hope that my 
success so far makes 
other local young people 
think seriously about 
becoming an apprentice 
too.” 


LEGAL ADVICE 
LEGAL advice will be 
available at The Age 
Connect Cardiff and 
Vale Senior Health 
Shop, 38 Holton Road, 
Barry on Tuesday, 
February 17 (10am - 12 
midday). Contact 01446 
732385 for further 
information. 


IN recent months 
club nights at 
Maendy YFC have 
focused on 

rehearsals for the 
annual Glamorgan 
Federation YFC 
drama competition, 
which this year 
takes the form a 
pantomime. 

From dancing and 
singing to comedy and 
tricks, this year’s 
production, entitled 
‘Camels and Guile upon 
the Nile’, is set to be an 
Egyptian-themed 
showstopper. 

Club chairman, 

Heather Jarvis, said: 
“This competition is a 
wonderful opportunity 
for the whole club to 
work together. From 
young members 

competing for the very 
first time, to the 


retirement of golden 
oldie, Ieuan Rosser, who 
will model the Dame’s 
designer clothes for the 
last time this year, 
everyone plays their part. 

“The hard work that 
takes place behind the 
scenes is worth it to see 
the members perform 
and enjoy such an 
experience.” 

The competition at the 
Grand Pavilion, 

Porthcawl between 
February 12-14, will see 
the seven YFC clubs in 
Glamorgan, made up of 
members aged 10-26, go 
head to headto represent 
the county at the Wales 
Finals in March. 

For more information 
or to purchase tickets, 
contact county organiser, 
Mrs Gwyneth Thomas, 
on 07779 331839 or 
email glamorgan@yfc- 
wales.org.uk. 


Timberaway Garden & Tree Services 

Qualified N.P.T.C • Competent & Insured 
Trees & Hedges Trimmed • Reduced & Felled 
All Waste Removed. 

We can do the work for you. 

Free 

Quotation 

(trade also 
welcome) 


■ZT01446 402848 #07739 389578 



YFC walk (the 
boards) like 
an Egyptian! 
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BUSING 


give your kitchen a 
aaical transformati< 


magical transformation 
* ...with replacement * t 
kitchen doors & worktops. 


Laminate, Solid Wood or Painted Doors available, all made to measure 

Most jobs completed in a dqy • No need to empty cupboards 
Fitted within 7 days of order • Looks as good as new * 

OUR MAGICAL FITTING SERVICE IS NOW FREE 

MO MESS • LESS GOST • WO FUSS 
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Senedd votes to stop 
fracking - if it gets 
the power to do so! 


LAST week, the Welsh Government 
backed a Plaid Cymru proposal to 
declare a moratorium on fracking - but 
it will have no force until Wales gets the 
necessary power devolved from 
Westminster. 

The Plaid Cymru candidate for the Vale, Coun 
Ian Johnson, welcomed the vote in the Senedd, 


Do you make Jewellery? 
Would you like some 
company? 
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which was 37-16 in favour. The moratorium would 
enable concerns over the technique’s safety to be 
examined. 

The Vale has been at the heart of debates about 
the safety and ethics of hydraulic fracturing, or 
‘fracking’, since early 2011 when plans were put 
forward for test drilling in Llandow. 

Since then, other plans have also been made to 
drill near the village of Llantrithyd. 

Coun Johnson said: “The next step is that we 
must ensure the Welsh Government has the powers 
to carry out this policy, because those powers are 
apparently still with the government in 
Westminster”. 

He added: “I would much rather that we 
invested in clean, green renewables rather than 
fossil fuels like the shale gas that comes from 
fracking”. 

The Welsh Liberal Democrats supported the 
move, and are calling on the Welsh Government to 
issue a new Technical Advice Note (TAN) to set out 
the environmental and health standards expected of 
fracking operations, enabling local planning 
authorities to reject applications for fracking 
unless it is proven safe to do so. 

Eluned Parrott, Welsh Liberal Democrat 
Assembly Member for South Wales Central said: 
“The environmental and health risks of fracking 
cannot be ignored, and the scientific evidence to 
show that fracking is safe simply does not exist. 

“Furthermore, it seems likely that shale gas 
extraction would increase both short and long-term 
greenhouse gas emission rates and, in the context 
of climate change, this makes it unjustifiable. 

“With the number of test drilling sites already 
approved in the Vale of Glamorgan and RCT, it is 
important that the Welsh Government is proactive 
on this issue”. 

Unsurprisingly, after the Senedd voted, the 
Wales Green Party said in a statement that a vote 
for the Greens in forthcoming elections would be a 
vote against fracking, permanently in Wales. 


Council says ‘thank you 9 


AT a meeting of Barry Town CounciTs 
amenities committee on Monday, 
February 2, a special presentation was 
organised for Simon Morgan of 
Mossfords. 

Simon donated a boulder with an 
inscription to commemorate 125 years of 
Merthyr Dyfan cemetery - situated at the 
entrance to the new cemetery extension 
and, as a token of thanks, an engraved 
tankard was presented. 

Lucy Day, a representative of Mossfords, 
was present at the meeting to accept the 
gift on behalf of Simon Morgan. It was 
handed over by the Town Mayor, Coun Jeff 
Evans. 



FLY DIRECT FROM CARDIFF 
TO ‘UNDISCOVERED ITALY’ 


READERS will be delighted to 
learn that Newmarket Holidays 
is offering a departure from 
Cardiff Airport covering the 
southern provinces of Puglia, 
Basilicata and Bari. 

It will explore many of the 
highlights of an area that was 
until fairly recently, both 
figuratively and literally, ‘down at 
heel’, but which has now begun to 
rival much of the rest of Italy. 

‘Italian 
Versailles 9 

The first night is spent in Caserta, 
dominated by the vast former 
royal palace known as the ‘Italian 
Versailles’. 

The following day, the journey 
east into neighbouring Basilicata 
beckons, and with it, historic 
Matera. 

Remote and atmospheric, 
Matera is famed for its 
extraordinary sassi cave- 
dwellings and have been declared 
with justification a UNESCO 
World Heritage site. 


ADVERTISEMENT 

FEATURE 

Heading from Matera into the 
province of Puglia, the tour then 
spends three nights in a four-star 
hotel close to the famed hill-town 
of Ostuni. 

This comfortable base is ideal 
for relaxed exploration, not only 
of Ostuni itself, with its maze of 
narrow alleyways but of 
Alberobello, home to the largest 
collection of conical trulli houses 
and of Baroque treasure-chest 
Lecce, 

The simple dry-stone and 
domed-roofed trulli offer cooling 
shade in the heat of summer, and 
are very much a permanent 
feature and the major draw for the 
increasing number of visitors to 
Alberobello. 

‘Florence of 
the South 9 

One of the highlights of the tour is 
the visit to the gorgeous city of 
Lecce, where extravagantly 
decorated churches and civic 


buildings have earned it the title of 
‘Florence of the South.’ 

Rest and 
relaxation 

En route to a final two-night stay 
on the Adriatic shore in Vieste, at 
the tip of the remote Gargano 
peninsula, there’s a visit to port- 
city Bari to enjoy, the highlight of 
which is the stunning Basilica di 
San Nicola. 

After all the exploration of the 
last few days, it’s time for some ‘R 
and R’, with the delights of a well- 
appointed hotel to enjoy, before 
heading home. 

With four-star accommodation 
and the services of a friendly, 
knowledgeable tour manager, this 
is a tour that will be richly 
rewarding to all those who have 
wanted to discover a region still 
unspoiled by ravages of mass 
tourism. 

‘Undiscovered Italy’ direct 
from Cardiff Airport; departs on 
June 2 and September 2; seven 
nights from £969. 


f f \ Newmarket 

Mm Holidays 


Flying direct from Cardiff Airport! 


Cardiff airport! 

I maes awyr cae 


Sorrento & the Bay of Naples 


Departs 2 Jun & 29 Sep 2015 


Capri Pompeii & the Amalfi Coast Departs 2 jun& 29 sep 2015 



Join us in one of the Mediterranean's most spectacular corners, a stunning coastline 
of colourful towns bustling with life, glorious views and warm waters. Choose world- 
famous Sorrento or its overlooking neighbour, Sant'Agata, and enjoy well-priced optional 
excursions, including Pompeii's haunting ruins, enchanting Capri and the scenic Amalfi Coast. 


The price includes: Return flights to Italy •Seven nights' half-board at the Hotel Villa Fernanda in 
Sant' Agata (a range of upgrade hotels in Sant' Agata & Sorrento available at a supplement) • Return airport 
to hotel transfers • One suitcase allowance pp •The services of a Tour Manager 


Featuring half-board accommodation in Sant'Agata, this wonderful holiday includes 
escorted visits to Pompeii and Mount Vesuvius, the enchanting Isle of Capri, and a 
breathtaking drive along the beautiful Amalfi Coast. 


The price includes: Return flights to Italy •Seven nights' half-board at the three-star Hotel Delle 
Palme, Sant' Agata (a range of upgrade hotels in Sant' Agata & Sorrento available for a supplement) • Full 
day visit to Capri • Visit to Mount Vesuvius and Pompeii • Amalfi Coast drive • Coach travel and 
transfers • The services of a Tour Manager 


© www.newmarketholidays.co.uk © 0330 160 7766 

These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Air Holidays Ltd. ABTA V7812. ATOL protected 2325. Subject to availability. Single supplements apply. Calls are charged at standard local rate. 
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Out and About with The 


GEM 


Oyelowo’s trip to Selma 
powerful and uplifting... 


A S well as 

being a spell 
check 

nemesis, David 
Oyelowo has been 
building up steam 
on the big screen 
over the past few 
years, lighting up 
the likes of The Last 
King of Scotland, 
The Help, Jack 
Reacher and 
Interstellar to name 
but four. 

However, Oyelowo’s 
latest role sees him essay 
Martin Luther King in 
Selma, which tells the 
story of how King’s 
intention to march in 
1965 from the titular 
town to Montgomery, 
Alabama, in a bid to 
secure equal voting 
rights, with King and his 
followers acting in the 
face of opposition both 
verbal and physical... 

Much has been made 
of Selma’s alleged snub 
at this year’s Academy 
Awards, the film 
receiving only a best 
picture nomination to go 
with a nod in the best 
song category, with 
detractors claiming it’s a 
symbol that Oscar voters 
(many of whom are 
white and with an 
average age of 63) are 
out of touch - nothing 


new there then. 

Conspiracy theories 
aside, it is puzzling there 
wasn’t more love shown 
as Selma is a moving, 
heartbreaking and 
uplifting piece of work 
that tells the tale of a 
vital tipping point in 
American history 
exceedingly well. 

There is always a 
danger of true-life tales 
taking a set point of 
view without looking 
outside its bubble (the 
more Oscar-lauded 
American Sniper for 
example), but Selma’s 
strength is digging 
beneath the fact and 
history and throwing us 
into the reality of the 
situation; several times 
the emotional impact of 
what you see on screen 
is amplified only 
seconds later with the 
knowledge that these 
events actually took 
place. 

The ace card comes 
from David Oyelowo, 
whose performance as 
Martin Luther King is 
absolutely mesmerising. 
It would be easy to 
simply play the icon, the 
man who held audiences 
rapt as he eulogised 
about a world of 
equality, yet while 
Oyelowo thoroughly 
convinces in these big 
speeches, it’s in the 


— RISTORANTE ITALIANO — 

LUSCIANO 



BARRY 


Italian 

Restaurant & 
Coffee Shop 

Full English 
Breakfasts 
served from 
10am to 
2.30pm 

Panini & Sandwich 
selection to eat in or take out. 

2 Course Lunch Menu only £6.95 
Evening 2 Course Specials: 
Mon-Thurs £10.95 
Fri& Sat £15.95 


Valentine's Day 

SATURDAY14TH FEBRUARY 
2 Course Meal 
only £14.95 

A few places remaining - book now 


71 High Street, Barry 
CF62 7DW 
Tel: 01446 732557 



by GARETH 
JAMIESON 

Follow Screen 
Talk on Twitter - 

@GEMScreenTalk 


quieter moments 
(consoling a grandfather 
whose son has been a 
fatal victim of King’s 
dream for example) that 
he really shines. 

While the film bathes 
King in a heroic light, 
there are hints around 
the edges, subtly 
introduced, that he is 
simply just a man with 
the foibles and 
weaknesses that come 
with it - a late-night 
confession to his wife, 
doubt that what he is 
trying to do will actually 
work - and the cost, 
both mental and 
physical, that his course 
of action will have. 

Oyelowo’s ability to 
dig below the surface of 
King is what gives the 
film its propulsion, the 
actor investing 
everything and it’s clear 
through the performance 
just how ingrained 
Oyelowo is in nailing 
the man behind the 
myth. 

It’s Oyelowo’s second 
time working with 
director Ava DuVernay 
(they are set to team a 
third time for a film 
about the aftermath of 
Hurricane Katrina), and 
already the pair seem to 
have developed a 
shorthand together that 
works well. 

DuVemay’s camera 
captures the tone and 
tensions of the times 
perfectly, but is never far 
away from Oyelowo; a 


critique is that when 
Oyelowo is offscreen, 
the material feels like 
it’s playing a little too 
much to type, but this is 
an impressive directorial 
outing for DuVernay. 

Surrounding Oyelowo 
are fine turns from the 
likes of Oprah Winfrey, 
Tim Roth and Tom 
Wilkinson; the former 
acting as the tipping 
point as her dreams of 
being able to vote are 
cruelly denied, while the 
latter pair, as the 
Alabama governor, and 
president Lyndon 
Johnson respectively, 
could so easily have 
played the oppressive 
white man roles (despite 
in reality Johnson’s 
contribution to civil 
rights) but the script by 
Paul Webb thankfully 
offers them some light 
and shade, with 
Giovanni Ribisi’s small 
role as Johnson’s adviser 
a nice counterpoint. 

As ever with films of 
this ilk, and as touched 
upon earlier, while 
Selma offers a little 
more roundedness than 
some true life stories, 
there are still elements 
that are glossed over; but 
when a film is as 
powerful and as moving 
as this one, you are more 
than prepared to accept 
these shortcomings. 

VERDICT: An 
emotional and engaging 
snapshot of a moment in 
history, Ava DuVernay’s 
Selma manages to 
jettison historical 
stuffiness for a film that 
is heartbreaking and 
uplifting. It’s well done 
across the board, but 
David Oyelowo’s 
mesmeric (and sadly 
unrewarded) turn as 
Martin Luther King is 
the fuel that makes this 
fire ignite. Highly 
recommended. 

SEE THIS IF YOU 
LIKED: Thirteen Days 
(2000), Lee Daniels’ The 
Butler (2013). 


Pictures that tell 
a moving story 


THE Vale AM, Jane 
Hutt, opened an 
exhibition of 

photography at the St 
Donats Art Centre on 
Saturday, February 7 
by artist David Evans 
Berry. 

After graduating from 
the documentary 

photography course at 
University of Wales, 
Newport (now the 
University of south 
Wales), he worked at the 
Ruchi school in the 
industrial township of 
Baddi in northern India. 
The children, who have 
no birth certificates and 
do not officially exist, 
posed proudly in their 
school uniforms. 

Ms Hutt said: 


David’s pictures capture 
very skilfully the flicker 
of aspiration in the 
children’s faces. This is 
rendered so much more 
poignant by the 
knowledge that the 
school which offered 
them the hope of 
education is no longer 
open.” 

David Evans Berry 
said: “Travelling in what 
we see as a third world 
country showed me what 
is really important in life 
and what is unnecessary. 
It was an important 
lesson to learn.” 

The exhibition, titled 
Om Vishnu, is open from 
10am-4pm on Monday to 
Friday until February 
27. 


WHAVS ON / NEWS IN BRIEF 


Can you host 
a vulnerable 
adult? 

THE Vale Council is 
calling on residents to 
support the adult 
placement service by 
opening their homes to 
adults with learning 
and other disabilities 
for short breaks and 
on a long-term basis. 

For more information, 
visit 

www.valeofglamorgan .g 
ov.uk or telephone 
01446 731105. 

Benefit advice 

ARE you living in the 
Vale and need help on 
benefits such as 
pension credit, 
attendance allowance, 
housing benefit or 
disability living 
allowance? 

Age Connect Cardiff 
and Vale runs a monthly 
welfare rights service 
which can help you with 
any of these issues. You 
may have had a benefit 
turned down. We can 
help with an appeal. 

YFC 
prove 
small 
is best! 


Age Connect Cardiff 
and Vale will be able to 
chat to you on any of 
these issues and help 
with form filling. 

A session is being 
held on Tuesday, 
February 17, from 
9.30am to 11.30am at 
the Senior Health Shop, 
38 Holton Road, Barry. 

Appointments can be 
made or just come 
along. Home visits can 
be arranged, contact 
01446 732385. GF 
Poetry 
reading 
GRIFFIN BOOKS, 
Penarth’s independent 
bookshop, is hosting 
2015 Costa Poetry 
Award winner 
Jonathan Edwards for 
a reading and Q&A 
session next week. 

He has won multiple 
awards, but My Family 
and Other Superheroes 
is his first published 
collection. This event 
takes place in Griffin 
Books on Thursday, 
February 19, from 7pm. 
Admission is free and 
refreshments will be 
provided. For more 
details visit 
griffinbooks .co .uk. 

Display 


THROUGHOUT 2015 
Dyffryn Gardens will 
be using its exhibition 
hall to showcase works 
by local art groups and 
students. 

Cardiff School of Art 
and Design will kick off 
the first exhibition on 
February 18 and will be 
displaying until mid- 
March. 

The works are in 
response to new research 
about the Cory family, 
who lived at Dyffryn 
during the late 1890s 
and early 1900s. 

Pontyclun 

display 

GILES Gallery, 
Pontyclun will stage a 
charity exhibition. 

The Pontyclun & 
District Macmillan 
Fundraising Group has 
been given a set of 
framed tapestry pictures 
crafted by an unnamed 
supporter, which will be 
offered for sale. 

Free entry and free 
glass of wine and 
nibbles. 

Formed less than two 
years ago, the group has 
already raised in excess 
of £17,000 and has a 
new target of £25k in its 
sights. 


Free half term 
play schemes 
BRIDGEND 
Communities First has 
free February half 
term play schemes and 
activities throughout 
the county borough for 
children aged 8-11 
years. 

Play schemes will be 
based at: Caerau 
Welfare Park Pavilion 
(bowls hall) February 
16 and 18, 10am - 2pm; 
North Cornelly Scout 
Hall February 16,17 
and 18, 10am - 2pm; 
Ogmore Valley Life 
centre (with Halo 
Leisure) February 16- 
20, 10am - 2pm; Bettws 
Life Centre February 17 
and 20, 10am - lpm; 
Maesteg Welfare Park 
Pavilion February 17 
and 19, 10am - 2pm; 
Gospel Hall, Minerva 
Street, Bridgend 
February 19 10am - 
2pm; Bettws Library - 
Create your own rap 
workshop February 19 
from 2pm - 4pm. 

For further details, 
call Bridgend 
Communities First, 
01656 643514 or visit 
www.commfirstbridgend. 
co.uk. 


WACKY RAINBOW RUN 
BACK FOR TY HAFAN 


MEMBERS of 
Wick Young 
Farmers really have 
something to 
celebrate - they 
recently entered a 
national 

competition for the 
club of the month - 
and won! 

Even though the club 
is probably the smallest 
in Glamorgan, they must 
have made up for their 
attributes to win such an 
accolade! 

They have been busy 
starting the ball rolling 
to get the public more 
aware through social 
media to gather support 
for all dairy farmers by 
drinking pints of milk. 

It’s vital that our 
members show how 
passionate young people 
are about supporting our 
agricultural industry and 
by using social media it 
has really spread the 
word! 

Young Farmers in 
Wales received a 
setback, due to Welsh 
Government cutting 
grant aid from April I 
and are trying to 
overturn this decision. 

There is never a quiet 
moment in the YFC 
calendar and this week 
they face the pantomime 
festival in the Grand 
Pavilion, Porthcawl 
where you will find the 
members showing off 
their talents to a 
different level! Tickets 
are available through 
Glamorgan YFC. CT 


TY HAFAN will again bring 
Wales’ colourful 5K Rainbow 
Run to Porthcawl to support 
its vital work with life-limited 
children and their families on 
April 18. 

More than 700 people have already 
signed up for the wacky fun run at 
Coney Beach where participants will 
walk, run, skip, dance or even hop the 
route - and will be showered with 
coloured powder along the way! 

Mair Kinsey, marketing and events 


officer at Ty Hafan, said: “The 
Rainbow Run is not a race and it’s not 
about speed or fitness - it’s about 
having lots of fun with friends and 
raising a smile for Ty Hafan. 

“Ty Hafan is a magical place, full of 
fun and laughter and not what you 
might imagine a hospice to be. We 
think that the Rainbow Run is the 
perfect way to celebrate and support 
the work we do.” 

To register for the Rainbow Run, 
visit www.rainbowrunwales.co.uk or 
call 029 2053 2282. 



In partnership with 

Ellementor 

Laugh , Smile and Learn 

Culture your way to a new language 
experience through our 15 week Spanish 
conversational classes at The Bistro , Penarth. 

Following on from the success of the Italian language 
course, Ellementor will provide you with the skills 
and confidence neccesary to ease your way through 
your next Spanish experience, adding culture to your 
Barcelona, Sevilla or Madrid adventure. If you have no 
plans, why not spend a couple of hours each Thursday 
night in the authentic continental surrounding of 
The Bistro' with friends and laugh your way 
to a new language experience. 


Register your interest with 
Elle-mentor@hotmail.co.uk or alternatively 
call Helen Ashley: 07718 498951 
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Weatherman Derek has a Patagonian 
adventure for Velindre Cancer Centre 


POPULAR local 
weather presenter 
Derek Brockway 
has signed up to 
trek Patagonia in 
2015 - to raise 
funds for Velindre 
Cancer Centre. 

Following the success 
of ‘Walk with the 
Weatherman’ last 
November, the second in 
his series has also been 
announced. 

This time Derek will 
be tackling the highest 
point in southern Britain, 
Pen y Fan on Sunday, 


March 22. Derek said: 
“The first Walk with the 
Weatherman was great 
fun, an eight-mile walk 
from Barry to Rhoose 
Point, which attracted 
great support. 

“This walk is another 
favourite of mine, with 
fantastic views from the 
top of Pen y Fan. I just 
hope the weather is fine 
so we can enjoy the 
spectacular scenery! 

“Velindre is a 
wonderful charity and 
helps so many people 
including a few of my 
friends, family and work 


colleagues providing 
vital treatment, care and 
support. 

“The number of 
people suffering from 
cancer is on the increase; 
none of us know what’s 
around the comer and I 
want to do my bit to 
help. 

“I am fascinated by 
Patagonia, its history 
and connection with 
Wales and as a keen 
walker Fve always 
wanted to visit this 
special part of the world. 
Plus while I am there I 
will have the opportunity 


Holly answers call for 
overseas volunteers 


FEWER than 100 Welsh 18 - 25- 
year-olds out of 7,000 young 
people in the UK have joined fully- 
funded volunteer placements 
overseas with ICS VSO, according 
to a recent report. 

Now a 25-year-old Porthcawl 
woman is urging other young Welsh 
people to apply to volunteer for an 
experience of a lifetime and to help 
contribute to the fight against global 
poverty. 

Holly Aspey (25) will travel to 
Cambodia on March 3, to help fight 
poverty in Stung Treng Province for 
three months. She will team up with 
local volunteers to tackle some of the 
problems facing the community, after 
getting a place on the Government- 
funded International Citizen Service 
(ICS). 


Holly explained: “In order to 
participate in this volunteering project 
of a lifetime, I need to raise £800 for 
the charity that is fighting global 
poverty across the world through 
volunteers. 

“Fundraising will show my 
commitment to the project and 
hopefully inspire other young people 
to apply to volunteer overseas and 
develop on a personal and professional 
level - bringing home skills, 
confidence and ideas that they can put 
to use in their own communities in 
Wales. So far, I’ve raised over £200 by 
sharing my story over Facebook.” 

To sponsor Holly Aspey, visit 
www.justgiving .com/Holly-Aspey2. 

To find out more about ICS, visit 
www.volunteerics.org or call 0208 780 
7400. 


to practice my Welsh, 
say shwmae and hwyl 
am y tro \” 

Derek explained: 

“The trek is going to be 
a challenge and I will 
need to get fitter over 
the next 10 months. 

“More importantly, I 
hope to raise loads of 
money for Velindre, so it 
can continue to help 
people in the future and 
with more research and 
hopefully find a cure for 
cancer. My walk on 
March 22 will help my 
fitness regime and I 
hope lots of people sign 
up and join me.” 

Entry for the event is 
£5, and each participant 


will be required to raise 
a minimum of £50. If 
you would like to join 
Derek and Walk with the 
Weatherman please visit: 
www.velindrefundraising 
.com/bookonline. 

To celebrate the 150th 
anniversary of Welsh 
settlers arriving in 
Patagonia Velindre has 
organised a unique, once 
in a lifetime trek. 

The 11-day journey 
will take in stunning 
national parks, mountain 
ridges, beautiful lakes, 
amazing icefalls and 
stunning views of the 
snow capped Andes. 

On November 24, 
Velindre trekkers will be 


‘Please support 
Daffodil Appeal’ 


I AM appealing to 
your readers to 
volunteer for Marie 
Curie’s Great 
Daffodil Appeal, and 
help people living 
with a terminal 
illness in Bridgend 
to get the care they 
need. 

We’re looking for 
people who can donate a 
couple of hours of their 
time to collect for Marie 
Curie this February and 
March. All they need to 
do is encourage people 
to give a donation in 


return for a daffodil pin. 
It’s great fun! 

Collecting for the 
Great Daffodil Appeal 
will help Marie Curie 
nurses care for someone 
with a terminal illness in 
your local community so 
they can spend more 
time with the people they 
love. 

If you ’re able to 
donate your time to help, 
please contact me on 
01554 759 071, or visit 
www.mariecurie .org .uk/d 
ajfodil. 

Hannah Leckie, 

Community Fundraiser. 


part of a very special 
walk with the Rifleros as 
they trek up Craig Goch 
to the point from which 
Cwm Hyfryd was first 
seen by Welsh ancestors 
150 years ago to the 
exact day. 

Head of fundraising at 
Velindre, Andrew Morris 
said: “Having previously 
organised some very 
successful treks to 


Kilimanjaro and Peru we 
wanted to put together a 
really special trip. 

“Given the unique 
relationship between 
Wales and Patagonia, 
and the significance of 
the 150th anniversary, 
November 2015 is 
definitely the right time 
to be trekking this 
fantastic country. 

“Being part of the 


official 150th 
celebrations will also 
give our participants a 
rare insight into 
Patagonia, a chance to 
enjoy stunning 
countryside through a 
challenging trek, and 
also raise money to help 
Velindre continue to 
provide help and support 
for cancer patients in 
Wales”. 



Join us on 17th February to 
celebrate Pancake Day 

BUY I CREPE, 
GET 1 FREE 

Open 8.30am -8.30pm 

‘Lowest price crepe free 

Beagles Country Store & Kitchen 
Old Mason's Yard, Cowbridge, CF717EE 

www.beaglesofcowbridge.com 

01446 771995 




[the|businesscentre ra t ,, 

flexible serviced offices 

Find An Office That’s Just Right For You 


2 PERSON OFFICE 

0 147 square ft 
approx. 

£ Fully furnished 
£ External window 
£ Full air-conditioning 
£ First floor office suite 






4 PERSON OFFICE 

£ 240 square ft 
approx. 

£ Fully furnished 
£ External window 
£ Full air-conditioning 
£ First floor office suite 


* 


6 PERSON OFFICE 

£ 450 square ft 
approx. 

£ Fully furnished 
£ External window 
£ Full air-conditioning 
£ First floor office suite 


Or Choose Shared 
Office Space 

Operate your businesses 
in our shared office 
environment. Profit from a 
reduced monthly rental but 
with an the benefits of a 
flexible serviced office. 

The shared office 
environment Includes: 

State-of the art IT & 
telecoms Infrastructure 
Fully furnished 
24 hour access - 7 days 
a week 

Reception services 
FREE parking 
Use of on-site gym 


inesscentre 


flexible serviced offees 


Call: 01446 739911 
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GRABit 


Plant Hire Groundwork Contractors Ltd 

Grab Hire 
Service 

covering The Vale 
& surrounding 


8 & 6 wheel 
wagons 


We cover • Building/groundwork 
& civil engineering • All size track 
machinery with drivers 
available • Suppliers of top soil 
• Suppliers of sub soil 
• Suppliers of re-cycled stone 
• Suppliers of quarry stone 

Vale of Glamorgan approved contractors. 
We cover all aspects of tarmac/block paving/ 
concrete slabs & concrete drive/path ways. 
We cover all aspects of Design and Build. 
^ For more information please * 

call Simon on: 

01446 700535 


Rhoose Library: 

THE FIGHT GOES ON 



Anyone reading this week's letters page will have noted that campaigners who want 
to keep Rhoose Library open were disappointed by a letter last week which stated that 
the library (( is closing”. The GEM acknowledges that a better phrase would have been “i 
threatened with closure”. A spokesman for the campaigners, Coun Philip Clarke, 
has emphasised that the campaign is very much alive. 


HAVE YOU THOUGHT 
OF BECOMING A PILOT? 


HORIZON Flight Training 
has recently been awarded 
approval from the CAA to 
conduct training at MoD St 
Athan. 

Operating under Horizon 
Aircraft Services Ltd, the school 
is located in a unique and 
exciting engineering 
environment. You will find the 
training aircraft nestled between 
a Fairey Gannet, Hawker 
Hunters, Jet Provost, L29 and 
L39 aircraft. 


The Horizon team are all ex¬ 
military, consisting of both Royal 
Air Force and Royal Navy pilots 
and engineers; all dedicated to 
providing a unique professional 
environment for flight training. 

The aircraft our students learn 
to fly is the Cessna 150. Horizon 
Flight Training operates two of 
these aircraft which are ideal to 
introduce new students to the 
fundamental aspects of flying. 

The Flight School is approved 
to teach the private pilot licence 
(45 hours minimum course) and 


the light aircraft pilot licence (30 
hours minimum course). We 
offer trial flight experiences; a 
perfect way to get a feel for 
flying - you can take the controls 
or sit back and enjoy the view 
with one of our experienced 
pilots. 

If you are interested in 
learning to fly, you can contact 
Horizon Flight on 01446 
750284, or visit the website: 
www.horizonflight.co.uk 






Ward celebrates 
positive inspection 
at hospital 


CARDIFF and Vale 
University Health 
Board welcomed 
Healthcare 
Inspectorate Wales 
(HIW) for an 
unannounced dignity 
and essential care 
inspection at the 
University Hospital 
for Wales’ ward B1 
last October. 

The report has been 
published and the 
“observations made by 
the Inspectors were 
extremely positive and 
reflect a high standard of 
patient care”, they state. 

“Ward B1 provides 
cardiology care to 
patients from across 
south east Wales,” 


explained Carys Fox, 
Clinical Board Nurse for 
the UHB. “The 
comments made by the 
HIW Inspectors show the 
quality of treatment and 
high level of care on 
Ward B1. 

“I’d like to thank the 
staff on the ward for their 
continued hard work and 
dedication to ensure 
patients receive the best 
possible care.” 

The HIW Inspectors 
had found staff were 
committed to providing 
good standards of 
person-centred care and 
patients and their 
families were treated 
with respect and dignity. 


Charity song! 



ABOVE: 

Hywel and 
Gwyneth Jeffreys. 

Hywel Jeffreys (79) 
and his wife Gwyneth 
(82), are hosting a 
special celebration of 
music and song for 
Parkinson’s UK on 
Monday, March 2 at 
the Hippodrome 
Music Hall, which is 
attached to their 
house in Lake Road 
West, Roath, Cardiff. 

Performers include 
singer-actor Eric 
Roberts, the 
Pontyclun Ladies 
Choir and violinist 
Simon Carter. 

For further 
information call 
Philippa Davies, 
Parkinson’s UK 
Wales Fundraiser on 
0844 225 9835 or 
pdavies@parkinsons.o 
rg.uk. 


MP calls for 
public to back 
cancer battle 



MP ALUN CAIRNS is 
backing an appeal by 
Cancer Research UK 
to save the lives of 
more cancer patients - 
as a report shows that 
now one in two people 
will be diagnosed with 
the disease at some 
point in their lives. 

The new figure was 
announced on World 
Cancer Day to highlight 
the urgent need to bolster 
public health and cancer 
services, so they can 
cope with a growing and 
ageing population and 
the looming demands for 
better diagnostics, 
treatments, and earlier 
diagnosis. 

The MP for the Vale 
attended a parliamentary 
event held by Cancer 


Research UK to mark 
World Cancer Day and 
encourage MPs to 
support their Cross 
Cancer Out campaign. 

He commented: 
“Currently, UK cancer 
survival rates are still 
lagging behind the best 
in Europe and too many 
cancers are diagnosed at 
an advanced stage, when 
they are harder to treat 
successfully. 

“We cannot 

underestimate the 

devastating impact that 
cancer will have on 
people now and in the 
future. 

“The good news is that 
Cancer Research UK is 
making huge advances in 
the battle against the 
disease,” he added. 


^j^ft-oven cleaning 

* Treat yourself to a 
Sparkling clean oven 



frf 


call 02920 291770 

www.ecoovencleaning.co.uk 



Virus? 

Computer running slowly? 

■) Internet issues? | • - I 
WiFi worries? 

Printer problems? “ 


HD Computer Solutions 


We can solve your computer, laptop and 
tablet problems 


Call 01446 333330 


Thtnfcftng of 
Hate Window 
all us for advice. Fast, retii 
otertnf (No Vale, tarry. Pe* 




•nwtf service 


No fix No fee 
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Instant 

L Online Quote 
Jasy & free.' 


G2S WALES ARE GIVING 
AWAY 2 TICKETS TO THE 
ENGLAND VS WALES RUGBY 
WORLD CUP GAME 

AT TWICKENHAM ON SEPTEMBER 26 th 


Our free prize draw is open to anyone who places an order and has any item 
fitted from G2S Wales between 1“ f-eb and 3 V July 2015. 


TRIPLE GLAZING 
ANY WINDOW, ANY SIZE 

ONE TRANSPARENT PRICE! 


3 






Our finance rates are among the lowest in the country 


TRIPLE GLAZED WINDOWS 

ANY SIZE, FULLY FITTED 

Pr*c» 

120 Monthly 
Payments 

J J . A-'P 

Equivalent 

Wavkly 

Amount 

S Triple Glazed Windows 

£3,420 

£44.22 

£10.20 

6 Triple Glazed Windows 

£4.104 

£53.06 

£12.25 

7 Triple Glazed Windows 

£4,788 

£61.90 

£14 28 

8 Triple Glazed Windows 

£5,472 

£70.75 

£16.33 

9 Triple Glazed Windows 

£6,1S6 

£79.59 

£18.37 

10 Triple Glazed Windows 

£6,840 

£88.43 

£2041 




Visit our showroom. Open 6 days a week 

Unit 1, York Park. Chepstow ftd. Bridgend Ind. Estate Bridgend CF31 3TB 


Triple Glazing offers you: 

EVEN more noise reduction 

Acoustically insulated glass cuts 
out excess sound. 


EVEN less heat loss 
Up to 3x more effective 
than double glazing 

EVEN better security 

Keep out unwanted visitors 
with our 13 point locking system 


Our windows are the most energy 
efficient and secure on the market 

• FACT! 




CLEANLY nmTRON 
rrtICI ANUQUAIITY 


FREEPHONE: 

0800 


View our full product range at 

www.g2swales.co.uk 
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Treat them to a trip 
to The Pencil Case! 


T HIS half term, why not go 
for a browse around The 
Pencil Case? It’s 
stationery heaven for children 
(and adults!) of all ages! 

They have scented pens and 
pencils, connecting felt tip pens, 
novelty erasers, mini notebooks, rub- 
out writing pens, cool pencil cases, 
sparkly stickers and even animal slap- 
band watches! 

With everything at sensible prices, 


children love spending their own 
pocket money there. 

And it’s not just for younger 
children - there is a fantastic range for 
teenagers and adults, too! With new 
stock arriving all the time, you’ll find 
something different every time you 
visit. 

The Pencil Case is open from 
9am - 5pm, Tuesday to Saturday. 
Contact Sally on 01446 772210, or 
sally@thepencilcase.co.uk. 


The pencil case 


Half term heaven! 

Pocket money stationery 
Colouring pens & pencils 
Wide range of stickers 

50 Eastpat*, Cowbndge, CF71 7 AB 01446 772210 

saityttthepefici fcaae-co.uk iviavi.thepencicase.co.uk 
f; ThePencMCaseCowbndge OThePenciCaseCo 



New term starting 27th February 
in Cowbridge and Ystradowen 
Book your FREE place with Kindermusik 


Call Leonie on 01446 775048 
www.kindermusikwithleonie.co.uk 


KINDER MUSIK: For a child’s 
brain, body, heart and soul... 


T HERE are many things 
to do with kids, so why 
not make it fun and 
educational? 

Children thrive on music. It’s one 
of the best vehicles for learning in 
early childhood development. 

Kindermusik takes musical 
learning to the next level; our 
curriculum is proven to improve a 


child’s brain development. 

And for parents, it’s a fun thing to 
do with kids! And, of course, they 
develop a lifelong love of music. 

So why not come and join? New 
classes for children (0-7yrs) are 
starting on February 27. 

For more information, telephone 
Leonie on 01446 775048. 


We're more than 
just a Music Shop! 


A S the Barry Music Shop 
started its 15th year of 
trading on February 1, we 
have celebrated by taking on the 
dealership of LTD by ESP 
Guitars! 

Founded in 1996, the LTD brand 
helped bring the quality and prestige 
of ESP to a more affordable price - in 
order to accommodate all players. 

A wide range of LTD models is 
made to cover everyone - from 
beginning players, to serious working 
musicians - and with numerous 
different model families to choose 
from, we are sure there is an LTD 
Guitar perfect for you! 

Since receiving our initial shipment 
of models, we have already 
experienced a lot of interest in many 
of them - and in fact, we have already 
had to re-order various guitars that 
have sold very quickly. 

Why not pop along to The Barry 
Music Shop to have a look at the 
range - and at prices that may 
pleasantly surprise you? 

Some people might not realise that 


although a music shop, we stock pro¬ 
audio equipment for professional 
singers and performers. 

We also stock the largest range of 
audio and video cables and connectors 
in the Vale at vastly better prices than 
superstores! 

We also have a bespoke cable 
service where we will manufacture 
any lead to customers’ specifications. 

Linally, as most customers lead 
very busy lives, for those of you who 
require music books for your children, 
or even yourself, but do not have time 
to pop in and purchase, we now have 
an on-line ordering service. 

You can order books in the comfort 
of your home and they will be 
delivered straight to your door. 

This can be found at: 
mailmymusic .com/index.php ? store =jpl 
sOl or go to our website at 
www.thebarrymusicshop.com; go to 
the products page and click on Books. 

Why not pop into the Barry Music 
shop soon, to see all the current 
special offers? 



Bridge talks progress 
as closure time is cut 


AS a result of the recent furore over plans 
to close the railway bridge at Ewenny for 
five months, a series of meetings has been 
taking place, yielding a promise by 
Network Rail to cut the closure time by 

Sainsbury’s 
comments on 
local plans 


FOLLOWING a 
recent letter in The 
GEM, where a reader 
stated that 

Sainsbury’s would not 
be opening in Llantwit 
Major, the 

supermarket giant has 
written to clarify the 
situation. 

A Sainsbury's 

spokesperson said: “We 
held a public 
consultation in spring 
2014, where we said we 
were exploring options 
for a small store to serve 
the town, proposing a site 
on land at Bridge House 
Farm, Llanmaes. 

“A large number of 
residents were supportive 
of a new foodstore 
coming to the town, but 
not at this particular site. 

“We listened to this 
feedback and held further 
discussions with local 
stakeholders to 


understand their 

concerns in more detail. 
We remain committed to 
bringing forward a new 
Sainsbury’s in the area 
and are reviewing our 
options as how to best do 
this. 

“We appreciate this 
delay will be frustrating, 
but we hope to be able to 
update the local 
community in the 
coming months”. 

However, total clarity 
is not quite there yet. The 
GEM asked one question, 
which was: “Can you 
confirm that Sainsbury’s 
has no interest in 
developing the Llanmaes 
site?” 

The response was as 
follows: “We’re 
reviewing our options 
currently. When we can 
provide more detail, we 
will”. 


almost two months, writes PHILIP 
IRWIN. 

Both Vale AM Jane Hutt and Vale MP Alun 
Cairns have been regulars at the offices of Network 
Rail, after local businesses in St Bride’s Major said 
that losing passing trade for such a time would 
severely damage them. 

On Friday, February 6, Ms Hutt held a meeting 
with Dylan Bowen, Head of Public Affairs at 
Network Rail, to discuss the issue. 

Alun Cairns also reported: “In the past week I 
have had held two very constructive meetings with 
Network Rail and contractors”. 

After the meetings, it was announced that the 
construction time had been cut from five months to 
just over three. 

The project is now scheduled to start in early 
March, and finish in June. 

Mark Lewis, who is the landlord of the Fox and 
Hounds in St Bride’s Major, told The GEM: “Any 
reduction in the amount of time that the bridge is 
closed is a help, but we are still waiting to have a 
conversation about compensation for the lost trade.” 

Alun Cairns said: “I am pleased that Network Rail 
has listened to my concerns on behalf of the 
community and has looked again in depth at how the 
new bridge project can go ahead. 

“A significant reduction in the timescales is now 
realistic, and I will keep the pressure on Network 
Rail to identify further opportunities to shorten the 
project timings”. 

He added “Everyone recognises the need for a 
new bridge, and following our meetings, I am 
grateful to Network Rail for taking the concerns of 
the community seriously and acting.” 

Jane Hutt said: “I am writing to Wales and West 
utilities to urge them to divert their power lines 
alongside these works - as BT has agreed to do. 

“I have also asked for clear signs to be provided at 
the entrance to the village to say that it’s ‘business as 
usual’ for the local shop, pub and hair salon and 
well-marked signage about diversionary tactics for 
lorries during the period of closure.” 


GOMIN OGWR 
Cymuned Ogwr 
Cyngor Bro Morgannwg 

Mae Cyngor Bro Morgannwg wedi gwneud cais i’r 
Gweinidogion Cymreig am ganiatad o dan Adran 38 
Deddf Tiroedd Comin 2006 i wneud ychydig o waith ar 
Gomin Ogwr CL32. Cynigir y gwaith fel rhan o gynllun 
i ailosod Llwybr Arfordir Cymru a darparu llwybr mwy 
diogel nad yw’n rhy agos i Ogmore Road/B4524. 

Dyma’r gwaith a gynigiwyd: 

1. Gwastatau’r llethr bresennol drwy; a) godi a chadw’r 
tyweirch a godwyd b) gloddio’r wyneb moel hyd at 
ddyfnder gwastad; c) osod ymyl bren ar bob ochr, a 
defnyddio’r pridd a dynnwyd i adeiladu clawdd hyd 
at yr ymyl bren ar y llethr i waered; ch) roi rhwyll 
borfa dros y cyfan er mwyn ei gynnal; d) ailosod y 
tyweirch a’u sicrhau wrth y rhwyll a phinnau. Mae’n 
bosibl y bydd angen rhagor o dyweirch. 

2. Bydd y gwaith yn effeithio ar ddarn o dir comin 58 
medr o hyd ac 1.5 medr o led. 

Bydd y gwaith yn cael ei wneud yng nghornel ogledd- 
ddwyreiniol y comin ac i’r de ddwyrain o dafarn y 
Pelican, Ogmore Road, Pen-y-bont ar Ogwr, CF32 OQP, 
rhwng cyfeirnodau grid SS 8819 7674 (pwynt Aar y 
map) ac SS 8822 7679 (pwynt B ar y map). 

Cewch weld y ffurflen g is a map sy’n dangos y 
gwaith arfaethedig, yng Nghyngor Bro Morgannwg, 
Swyddfa’r Doc, Heol yr Isffordd, CF63 4RT rhwng 
9.00am a 4.00pm yn ystod yr wythnos. Cewch 
gopi o’r ffurflen gais a’r map drwy anfon llythyr 
i’rcyfeiriad uchod neu neges i: pcottnam@vale 
ofglamorgan.gov.uk 

Dylech anfon eich gwrthwynebiadau neu’ch sylwadau 
mewn llythyr neu neges i Arolygiaeth Gynllunio Cymru, 
Adeiladau’r Goron, Parc Cathays, Caerdydd CF10 3NQ 
/ wales@pins.gsi.gov.uk ERBYN 12 Mawrth 2015. Ni 
chaiff llythyron sy’n cyrraedd yr Arolygiaeth eu trin 
yn gyfrinachol. Bydd copiau’n cael eu hanfon at yr 
ymgeisydd a rhai eraill cyfrannog hefyd o bosibl. 

Cyfarwyddwr Gwasanaethau Datblygu, Cyngor Bro 
Morgannwg, Swyddfeydd y Dociau, Heol yr Isffordd, 
CF63 4RT 

Dyddiedig 12 Chwefror2015 


OGMORE COMMON 
Community of Ogmore 
Vale of Glamorgan Council 

The Vale of Glamorgan Council has applied to the Welsh 
Ministers for consent under Section 38 of the Commons 
Act 2006 to carry out restricted works on Ogmore 
Common CL32. The work is proposed as part of a re¬ 
alignment of the Wales Coast Path in order to provide a 
safer path route away from Ogmore Road/B4524. 

The proposed works are: 

1. To level the current sloped gradient by; a) lifting 
& retaining existing turf, b) excavating exposed 
surface to a level depth; c) timber edging on 
both sides, use excavated soil to embank to 
sloped timber side; d) install grass mesh for 
stability, over which; e) existing turf re-laid back 
& pinned to mesh. Some supplementary turf 
may be needed, 

2. The area of common land affected will be 58 metres 
in length by 1.5 metres wide. 

The works will be located in the north east corner of the 
common and south east of the Pelican Public House, 
Ogmore Road, Bridgend, CF32 OQP, from Grid Ref: SS 
8819 7674 (point Aon map) to SS 8822 7679 (point B 
on map) 

A copy of the application form and map showing 
the proposed works can be inspected at the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council, Docks Office, Subway Road, CF63 
4RT, between the hours of 9:00am and 4:00pm on 
weekdays. A copy of the application form and map may 
be obtained by writing to the address given above or by 
e-mail: pcottnam@valeofglamorgan.gov.uk 

Any objections or representations should be sent 
in writing ON or BEFORE 12th March 2015 to the 
Planning Inspectorate Wales at Crown Buildings, 
Cathays Park, Cardiff, CF10 3NQ or wales@pins. 
gsi.gov.uk. Letters sent to the Planning Inspectorate 
cannot be treated as confidential. They will be copied 
to the applicant and possibly to other interested parties. 

Director of Development Services, Vale of 
Glamorgan Council, Docks Offices, Subway Road, 
Barry, CF63 4RT 
Dated 12th February 2015 
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The GEM is attacked — for 
printing article in Welsh! 


'God bless those preserving 
our magical Welsh language’ 


W OULD you please print the 

following letter with reference 
to the anonymous male or 
female who didn’t like the fact that The 
GEM has a Welsh page in your 
newspaper, with articles written in 


Welsh is my 
language... 

and I’m proud!’ 


1 AM writing 
today to thank 
my teachers in 
Ysgol Gyfun Bro 
Morgannwg. 

They are amazing and 
so helpful, I love my 
teachers! My 
headteacher is a great 
inspiration to me, as he 
told us in assembly 
something that made me 
think long and hard - 
‘ Welsh is my language, it 
doesn’t belong to any 
other country .’ 

Although I’m not 
saying that no one else 
can speak it, I’m saying 
that the Welsh language 
belongs to Wales! 

He made me think 
that people who live in 
Wales should be proud 
to speak this amazing 
language, because at the 
end of the day you are in 


Wales! Sure, I can speak 
other languages like 
English, and a little bit 
of French, but it brings 
me back to the fact that I 
am a fluent Welsh 
speaker! 

Yes, it’s nice to speak 
other languages, but I 
would be proud to just 
speak WELSH! You 
should be really proud to 
speak Welsh, even if you 
can only say ‘Hello’. 

That’s the point, you 
don’t have to come from 
a Welsh family, you 
don’t even have to be a 
fluent Welsh speaker. 

Welsh is Welsh at the 
end of the day, no matter 
what! I am so glad to 
speak the Welsh 
language and I think you 
should too.. 

Ffion Sara Jeffery, 
(aged 11) 

Penarth. 


Welsh. I cannot understand why? 

In France, articles are printed in French in their 
newspapers as is the case in Germany, Italy, Russia, 
etc. 

I would recommend that he or she should listen 
to a good male voice choir singing ‘Myfanwy’. I 
am sure the anonymous person will then appreciate 
this beautiful Welsh language. 

God bless the people of Wales who are trying to 
preserve this magical language for our future 
generations. 

A friend of mine wondered if alongside each 
article written in Welsh, there could be the same 
article written in English. 

Mrs Margaret McParlin, Dinas Powys. 
EDITOR’S NOTE: 

Thank you for your letter Mrs Parlin, and the 
suggestion is duly noted, though space has to be a 
practical consideration. 

‘The Welsh are 
more friendly’ 

W ITH reference to the comment 
by Peter Reed in the GEM of 
February 5,1 would like to say, 
just because you were born at St David’s 
Hospital, Cardiff, does not make you 
Welsh, any more than if I’d been born at 
Chairman Mao Hospital in Beijing, it 
would automatically make me Chinese. 

In Wales, people also speak Welsh... Love it or 
leave it. 

How many times have I heard tourists comment 
that the Welsh are much more friendly and 
welcoming than the English! 

That is a generalisation, of course, but there’s 
some truth in it. 

C John 
Corntown 


^rSHCVMRlgg 

. f 


,«p<uv*c* 

<$> 




EXTEND YOUR HOME FOR 
GREATER LIGHT AND SPACE 
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NEW PARK HOME 
DEVELOPMENTS 


Superior Developments for the over 50’s 






Heronstone Park 

Ewenny, Bridgend, CF31 3BZ 


FROM £135,000 


Cambrian Park 

Culverhouse Cross, Cardiff CF5 5TJ 


FROM £100,000 


Woodlands Park 

Quakers Yard, Nelson, CF46 5AR 


FROM £60,000 


• PRIVATE LANDSCAPED GARDENS 

• PRIVATE PARKING 

• PETS ALLOWED 

• QUALITY BESPOKE HOMES 

• VIEWING'S AVAILABLE ALMOST ANYTIME 

• 16 SHOW HOMES ON DISPLAY 


Tel: 02920 597322 lob 07800 727250 Veb www.maguiresparkhomes.co.uk 


L Maguires 

\ Park Homes 
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Bobbies on Call to 
offer great support 


C o-directors and 
namesakes Bob 
Evans and Bob 
McAlister, are 
delighted with the 
response to the initial 
wave of advertising 
and publicity in The 
GEM, for their 
‘Bobbies on Call’ 
venture - which has 
been up and running 
in the Vale and 
surrounding areas for 
almost two years. 

Bob Evans said: “ We 
have yet to meet anyone 
who has told us that this 
offer of on-call support 
and practical help is 
anything other than a 
great idea. 

“The formula of 
having former police and 
emergency service 
workers at your call, has 
really grabbed the 
imagination and it seems 
to fill a void in people’s 
lives. 

“We are not seeking 
to replace anything that 
is there already for 
people, in terms of 
support, but our callers 
show that there was a 

gap- 

“Thankfully, we are 
all living longer, but 
with that goes a desire to 
maintain independent 
living in our homes for 
as long as possible. We 
assist our clients to do 
just that, by providing 
practical, rather than the 
usual medical-type care 
that people consider 
when they age. 

“The positive 
feedback we receive 
confirms that our 
instincts for the business 
were correct.” 
Co-founder Bob 


McAlister commented: 
“I can’t tell you how 
touched I was when one 
lady - our very first 
customer - said on 
receiving her first catch¬ 
up call from the team, 
said: ‘I really feel that 
knowing there is 
someone at the end of 
the phone for me, has 
made a difference to my 
life already.’’ 

“When you leave the 
force, you tend to miss 
certain parts of the job, 
but now being back in 
the role of helping 
people, has replaced 
some of that job 
satisfaction. If our 
business can continue to 
do that for others, then 
that suits us all,” he 
added. 

Bob Evans from 
Penllyn, Cowbridge, 
began his career in 1980 
at the age of 17, rising 
through the ranks of 
South Wales Police and 
retiring with the rank of 
Assistant Chief 
Constable. 

Bob McAlister, who 
also held a senior 
position at South Wales 
Police, said: “ ‘Bobbies 
On Call’ suits those 
people who may not 
always have family or 
reliable help close to 
hand. With many years’ 
service apiece, there is 
very little that ‘Bobbies 
On Call’ personnel 
haven’t encountered and 
dealt with calmly and 
efficiently.” 

Adds Bob Evans: 
“Our hand-picked staff 
understand that day-to- 
day concerns can 
prevent the elderly from 
enjoying their home and 
sense of well-being. 

“Cold-callers, rogue 
traders, worrying if your 


BOBBIES 
on CALL 

i* I 



It’s OK to ask for help! 

“We can be there when 
families canY 

Bobbies on Call is a team of 
retired police officers and 
emergency services staff 
who provide practical and 
reliable assistance, 

24 hours a day, 7 days a week. 

To find out more, please call 

01446 656 789 or visit 
www.bobbiesoncall.com 

Minor Crisis Resolution 
Handyman Support 
Heavy Lifting • Chaffeuring 
Rogue Traders/ Crime Prevention Advice 
Cleaning • Companionship 
Secretarial Support 
House Minding • Errands 


property is safe and 
secure - are all issues 
that can cause anxiety. 

“Then there are the 
day-to-day niggles 
people wish were sorted 
out - from a piece of 
furniture that needs 
moving - to help making 
sense of a utilities bill or 
contract.” 

Both Bobs believe 
that just knowing there 
is someone at the end of 
the phone who can call 
round and help out can 
make all the difference 
and provides that vital 
peace of mind for their 
clients. 

‘Bobbies On Call’ is a 
subscription-based 
service available on a 
24-hours a day, seven- 
days a week, ‘on-call’ 
and response line for 
those seeking practical 
support in managing 
their lives, especially 
when things get a little 
difficult through old age 
or incapacity. 

Staffed by teams of 
retired police officers 
and emergency services 
staff, it incorporates a 
range of practical 
support services, from 
minor crisis resolution, 
handyman support and 
house minding, to crime 
prevention advice, 
chauffeuring and general 
companionship. 

For more information 
about all the services 
offered by the Bobs and 
their team, call the 
dedicated line on 01446 
656789, or visit 
wwwbobbiesoncall .com. 



ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE 


MAKING LIFE EASIER... 



HELP AT HOME... 


H AVE your personal 

circumstances recently 
changed and you find you 
are no longer able to keep on top 
of the housework? Maybe finding 
personal care is not as easy now 
as it used to be? If so, then we 
can help! 

April Complete Care Solutions 
have been authorised providers of care 


and home help for the Vale and BCBC 
for many years. We have a cherished 
team of very friendly and experienced 
staff, who would only be too pleased 
to help you. 

If you would like more information, 
either email us at 

info@aprilcare.co.uk or call 01656 
863963, for an informal chat with our 
very friendly Manager, Vicky 
Richards. 



complete care solutions 


Exceeding your 
expectations... 


AWARD WINNING 

Quality Care at Competitive Prices 

From simple help in the home to 24 hour care, 

we can help you to keep your independence. 

Serving the Vale and surrounding areas for 14 years! 

Tailor made plans to suit your individual needs and budgets. 
For a no-obligation assessment and quote please call us. 

STAFF: WE WELCOME APPLICATIONS FROM MOTIVATED, 
QUALIFIED NURSES AND EXPERIENCED CARE STAFF. 

01656 863963 

, Our staff have been winners or finalists of Care Forum 

11 Wales Awards nearly every year since its inception in 2000 


a «... 



ty hafan 

the hospice for children in Wales 
yr hosbis i blant yng Nghymru 


you can leave your mark 

right here in Wales 



FundRaising 

Standards Board 


we all leave our mark on the world, no matter how 
long we live, and a child with a short life deserves to 
leave their priceless mark on the world too. 

At Ty Hafan we support the families of children with short lives 
to create memories and to make their own distinctive mark. We 
are always there for the 52 families in the Vale of Glamorgan that 
need us. 

Once you've remembered your loved ones, please consider helping 
children in Wales to leave their mark with a gift in your Will. 

Contact us for a free information pack. 

www.tyhafan.org/leaveagift 
029 2053 2265 legacy@tyhafan.org 


Ty Hafan, Hayes Road, Sully, CF64 5XX. Registered in Wales No: 3077406. 
Registered Charity No: 1047912. Ty Hafan® is a registered trade mark. 




A helping hand 
with your feet? 


A ngela and 

Sarah 

Battrick are 
podiatrists (old 

name, chiropodists ) 
who can help with 
any problems you 
may have. 

We have clinics in 
Cowbridge and Llantwit 
Major and offer home 
appointments to those 
whose disability or 
illness prevents them 
from attending the 
clinic. 

With many years 
experience in the NHS 


and private sectors, we 
have all the skills 
required to keep your 
feet comfortable. 

We offer a wide range 
of services, from simple 
nail care to nail surgery. 
We can advise regarding 
footwear and supply 
insoles to improve your 
foot function. 

Our aim is to provide 
a friendly and 
professional service and 
particularly welcome 
nervous patients. 

Ring us for a chat, we 
are happy to answer any 
questions you may have. 


Footcare for All - 
Friendly, Professional Podiatrists 


0 


Valef 


Idl 


Angela Battrick Sarah Battrick 

Dip.Pod.M.M.Ch.S. BSc (Hons) Pod.M M.Ch.S 


Our treatments include: 

• Nail Cutting 

• Corn and Callous Removal 

• Verruca Treatment 

• Nail Surgery 

• Diabetic Footcare 

• Bio-mechanical Assessment 

• Orthotics 



* 


Call: 01446 790199 

Newport House, Commercial Street 
Llantwit Major CF61 6RB 

Call: 01446 771058 

23 High Street, Cowbridge. CF71 7AE 

www.valepodiatry.co.uk 


The benefits of 
owning a cat... 


H 


AVE you 
ever 

considered 


an older cat, instead 
of a kitten, as a 
companion? 

Medical research has 
indicated stroking a cat 
can relieve stress and 
lower blood pressure. 

We have a number of 
cats looking for loving 
homes, aged from six 
months to eight years old. 

Even a cat of eight 
years would have 
approximately another 10 
years of life, which might 
suit a much older person, 
and can give loving 
companionship. 

All our cats have been 
neutered and 

microchipped. Some are a 
little nervous, as they are 
used to older people who 
might have had to give 


them up to go into homes 
themselves, leaving their 
companion behind. 

These would adapt to a 
quiet, loving home 
environment. 

Currently, we have an 
abundance of cats who 
are desperately in need of 
a new family, or people 
to care for them. 

For an appointment or 
further information, 
please telephone Maesteg 
Animal Welfare Society 
on 01656 721496 or 
01656 769855. Please 
leave a message on our 
answerphone if we are 
unavailable. 

At the current time, we 
are unable to 
accommodate any more 
cats - we are desperately 
in need of homes! 

We are now able to 
accept text donations. 

Text mawsll to 70070. 


MAESTEG ANIMAL WELFARE SOCIETY 

Kittens, young 
and older cats- 
All needing a new family! 

All cats have been neutered 

& microchipped 
Tel: (01656) 769855 

All our work is funded by Charity Shops. 

We sell bric-a-brac, books, clothes and all items of furniture. 
Donations always welcome. 

Tel: 01656 721496 

www.m aesteg a nim alrescue.co.uk 
Charity Number: 1020630 
Thanking everyone for their continued support 
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Let Glamorgan Law help 
make your life easier 


M ANY clients believe 
that it is only 
necessary to consult a 
solicitor when it is absolutely 
necessary - ie when moving 
house, on the death of a family 
member, divorce, dispute with 
partner, dissolution of a 
partnership, or following an 
accident or injury. 

Should you find yourself in such 
circumstances, you can make your 
life easier and save a lot of expense 
in the long term by instructing a 
solicitor to prepare the following: 


•A Will. 

• Lasting Power of Attorney. 

• Prenuptial, postnuptial or 
cohabitation agreement. 

• Partnership deed. 

• Shareholder agreement. 

At Glamorgan Law we have a 

team of experienced solicitors who 
can deal with all these matters on 
your behalf. 

Contact us now at Cowbridge on 
01446 771742 or 
www.glamorganlaw.co.uk. 


Glamorgan Law 


YOUR LOCAL LAW FIRM OF CHOICE... 



visit www glamlaw co.uk 

or cal 0144S 771742 to *nd out more 
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MAKING LIFE EASIER... 



OFFERING LOVING 
CARE IN SPLENDID 
SURROUNDINGS 

C OLLEGE FIELDS Nursing Home 
in Barry, is an impressive building 
with an elegant Edwardian facade, 
that has much in common with fine 
country houses. 

The building, listed by the Secretary of State for 
Wales, as one of special historical and architectural 
interest, enjoys magnificent views over the Bristol 
Channel and Somerset coast. 


Be safe, 

V OG Fire & Security is a 
local security company. 
We offer great value 
security to homes and 
businesses in south Wales and 
guarantee to beat any like-for- 
like quotation. 

Our main aim is to offer people 
affordable security, along with 
providing great service. With over 20 
years of combined experience in the 
industry, you can be sure to receive 
the very best advice that will protect 


not sorry 

your home, family or business. 

We also specialise in safety and 
protection systems for the elderly 
which are easy to use. 

With conmen and distraction 
burglars targeting properties with 
obvious signs that vulnerable people 
live there, we can help you take 
affordable measures to reduce the risk 
of being a victim of this type of 
crime. 

For free advice, survey or 
quotation, call VOG Fire & Security 
on 01446 739586, or 07815 047318. 


Residents at College Fields Nursing Home enjoy 
their home comforts in a warm, spacious, delightful 
environment, with lots of companionship. 


|4 
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Where Caring Comes First ... 

Providing comfort, security and 
companionship 
24 Hour qualified nursing care 
Wide range of specialist care available 
Recreational facilities and activities 
including trips out of the home 
High standard of nutritional , , , 

and well balanced meals ....2 llOITie 110111 llOllie 
College Fields Close, Barry.CF62 8LE 
Telephone: (01446) 747778 


[VOG 

Fire & 
.Security . 


How SECURE is your 
Home or Business? 

I We can also help against 
distraction burglaries 


Intruder Alarms 
Fire Alarms 
Security Lighting 
CCTV 


• Rural Security 

• Elderly Security 

enquiries@vogalarms.com 
D facebook.com/vogalarms 
www.vogalarms.com 

01446 739586 


We can help you take care of your hearing 


A S we get older, we need to look after our 

hearing; losing it is often a very slow process 
and it can even go unnoticed until the people 
around us comment that the TV is loud, or they 
may sound as if they mumble. 

In groups and with background noise, you withdraw from 
conversation. These are all signs that your hearing might need 


testing. If we don’t hear well, we can start misinterpreting what 
people say this can cause embarrassment and affect the way we 
interact with others and also affect our confidence. 

Hear better and feel better - call Apple Hearing & Healthcare 
for a demonstration of our latest products. Book to see our 
hearing aid specialists at the Barry Eye Centre opticians, or 
arrange a free, no obligation home visit. 



HEARING PROBLEMS... 

OR MAYBE JUST EARWAX? FIND OUT! 

We ll look into your ear canal with our Video Otoscope. As you are watching 
the TV screen we'll do a complete inspection of your ear canal and eardrum. 
If there is any amount of wax blockage, you’ll know immediately. 


Hear TV, Phone, Friends & Family Better BARRY EYE CENTRE 

with the latest Wireless, Digital & Invisible Models freephone osoo 587 3 2318 



Whatever your hearing needs 
may be, we invite you to Barry 
Eye Centre and you’ll receive: 


MdK) Cloaccpe Eaaronafban I mi^it fuart tm maa bkdugs. 

Computer Moving tool to w •hart you hoar and v*mt you don’t 

HoanriQ Aid IneptcJUitt 

lnscW-c* Affaiw for your old hmmg adt 

Pock of H—Nwo Ah! Lim! ono potfc per lurriy. 


EXPERIENCE THE LATEST TECHNOLOGY FROM STARKEY. WE PROVIDE HEARING SOLUTIONS TO MEET EVERYONE'S BUDGET! 


OFF! 


All Digital Hearing Aids. 

Wh nfifiafkilML fitMdfM laii»dcg> w* pnavvi 
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Starkey's INVISIBLE 
hearing aids are designed 
to make listening to the 
things you love effortless. 



FREE HEARING CONSULTATION! 

Schedule your confidential, one-on-one session with 
our laboratory representative - no obligation! 




BARRY EYE CENTRE 

87 Holton Road • Barry CF63 4HG 

FREEPHONE 0800 587 2318 

www.applecares.co.uk 






































Thursday February 12th, 2015 www.facebook.com/glamorgangem • www.twitter.com/gem news _THE GEM - 23 



Isn’t it 
time 
you 
made 
a will? 


Specialists in all aspects of 
Wills & Probate 

Please telephone today for an appointment 

01446 721000 

Home visits are available by request 

www.passmores.com 

21 lynewydd Road, Bany, CF62 8HB 

mail@passmores.com 
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MAKING LIFE EASIER... 



PASSMORES ASKS ‘HAVE I SEE MORE ON PAGE 24 

YOU MADE YOUR WILL YET?’ 


E VERY adult in the 
UK should consider 
making a Will, and 
here are some of the 
reasons why: 

• Without a Will, the state 
directs who inherits your estate, so 
the people you wish to benefit may 
get nothing. 

• Without a Will, if you are 
married, you may think that your 
estate will pass to your spouse in 
any event, but this is not 
necessarily the case. 

• If you are not married to your 
partner, the law does not 
automatically recognise partners as 
having the same rights as 


husbands, wives and civil partners, 
and your partner may get nothing. 

• If you have children, there 
may be uncertainty about who will 
look after or provide for them, 
should you die. 

• Certain people could make a 
claim on your estate if you have 
no Will, because they may depend 
upon you financially. 

• Inheritance tax issues may 
arise if not addressed in your Will. 

Wills should be kept up to date 
and renewed upon any change of 
circumstances; for example, 
marriage, divorce, separation, 
death of a loved one, or upon 
having a child. 

Excluding certain beneficiaries 


in your Will may also cause 
potential difficulties as they may 
have the right to make a claim 
against your estate. Special care is 
needed if you exclude persons 
who might expect to benefit under 
your Will. 

Ensure that you have a Will in 
place and that it is up to date to 
avoid any undesired consequences 
and complications. 

Carli Evans is a solicitor with 
Messrs Passmores Solicitors and a 
member of Solicitors for the 
Elderly, a specialist panel of 
solicitors dealing with elderly 
client matters and the Society of 
Trust and Estate Practitioners. 


M K9 Leaders 

Dog Training & Behavioural Services 


For all behavioural issues including: 

All forms of Agression • Separation Anxiety 
Destructive Behaviour • Excessive Barking 
Pulling on the Lead • Nervousness 
or any other issues you may be experiencing 
Contact me, I will be able to help 


m 




Email: nathan@k9leaders.com 
01446 772070 / 07837 394348 
www.k9leaders.co.uk 


Scott Wroe 

Hearing Centre J 
Tel. 02920 707760 

1 Station Approach 
Penarth 

Vale of Glamorgan 
CF64 3EE 

(Free parking opposite the Centre) 


Your Local Hearing Centre 



• The highest levels of service and 
aftercare 

• Hearing Tests 

• Independant Advice 

• 30 day trials on all hearing aids 

• The world’s finest hearing aids 
including Widex, Phonak & Oticon 

• Repairs and accessories to all 
makes and models 

• Home visits available 



HALF PRICE FEB SALE 


Riser/Recliners 


Stairtifts 


Litewalk 



Beg ot oe d cteattocf? War vefortn'* You corid quaHty lor a 

Mobility Scooter or Powerchair 


Motability 

Scooters 


.50 


For a FREE 
assessment 
at homo or vi 
tforo.ca* u* 
today or visit 
your loco* store 



£11 


Hearing & Mobility 


V 




Incontinence 

Pads 

* Snot «argt cf LCM. uOe ptw 

• FtK rrwtti per* *•* wveep artfcr 

Com JtMH 


f u» more p« vvtHJt 


Digital Huarlng A 


har you thin 


Special Hearing Event 


Look after your hearing with a 

FREE HEARING CHECK! 2T 


• Mtoheor •batoftw 
people say? 

• Hcr#e the TV volume 
up so loud that afters 

complain 1 

• ftnk hvco atoJ’ 
going out due fo poor 
heatng? 

• Slrugg c to hear Mends 
conwwhon c# partes? 

Hoar haw wall your heomg can be 
improved with ot* FREE TRIAL - to speak 
to our heomg care expert without 
obligation FREEPHONE 0900 095 0699 


li to eoty to took 
after your bearing - In 
not© or ai heme *tft 
oMUE bearing choc* 

Don t worry I hearing 
problem* are 
common place end 
ft* lokJtoAi con be 

much simpler end 
more aftoidabl* than 
youthbk. 


SHOP BY MAIL ORDER ONLINE AT Over 850 items 

Keep Abie . • • . .... Inc. hygiene 

, www.hearmgandmobility.co.uk .core 


toco 1 store 3a * mr1tTf1 SI Mcrv Stand, www.hearingandmobility.co.ukL^££ 

1 TODAY I ©S3 *3* nSSmiM ££, f4W>od **** catalogue 
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MING LIFE ML 



Best solution to 
hearing problems 


M ALMO 

Hearing is 
a family- 
run business, 
devoted to offering 
the best solution for 
your hearing needs. 
Our main branch, 
open six days a 
week, is located in 
Bridgend town 
centre. 

Staff and 
services 

Our highly qualifed 
and experienced 
audiologists are 
welcoming and friendly. 

We offer FREE 
hearing assessments, 
FREE hearing aid 
demonstrations, 


microsuction ear wax 
removal, hearing aid 
repairs and servicing. 

Clinics 

We hold regular 
clinics throughout south 
Wales in the following 
locations: 

Cowbridge & Western 
Vale Group Practice: 
Cowbridge. 

Davies & Jones 
Optometrists: Dinas 
Powys and Talbot Green. 

Arbuthnot Opticians: 
Barry. 

Other clinics include: 
Treorchy, Caerphilly, 
Blackwood, Pontypool 
and Newport. 

Contact us on 01656 
652444, or visit 
www.bridgend- 
hearing.co.uk for more 
informaton. 


Looking to advertise in over 
42,000 newspapers AND 
online? You can get in touch 
with us by calling 
01446 774484, or email 
gemsales @ tindlenews .co .uk 

FISH & CHIPS > PIES » PASTIES » CURRY 

HARVEY'S 

Established 1960 

Traditional Fish & Chip Bar 

OPEN MONDAY-SATURDAY 
I 1.30-1.45PM; 5PM-I0PM 

Fish ’n’ Chips our Speciality 

OAP’s SPECIAL 

Fish’iV Chips £3.10 

Large parties catered for 
2 VALE STREET (Off Pork Crescent), BARRY 
Food Hygiene Rating 5 

Tel. 01446 735539 


Malmo Hearing 

Local Hearing Care for Local People^ 


are pleased to confirm their 
new clinic in the 

COWBRIDGE & WESTERN 
VALE GROUP PRACTICE 

Starting in March 2015 

• Free Hearing Assessment 

• Demonstrations of the latest Hearing Aid technology 

• Microsuction Ear Wax Removal Service 

• Hearing Aid Servicing 

• Hearing Aid Repairs 

• Comprehensive range of accessories 

• Hearing Protection 

• Professional & Highly Trained Audiologists 

• Outstanding Customer Service & Aftercare 

• Local clinics throughout South Wales 

Call now for an appointment... 

01656 652444 

info@bridgend-hearing.co.uk 
www.bridgend-hearing.co.uk 



‘The real reason for recycling closures’ 


T HE Vale of Glamorgan 
Council has recently 
closed a number of 
recycling centres in Barry, 
because of so-called ‘fly 
tipping and abuse’. 

This reasoning is disingenuous, 
to say the least. As an assiduous 
recycler, I used three of these 
sites on a regular basis - at the 
Waitrose supermarket, the 
Waterfront close to the Halford’s 
store and alongside the 


Gladstone Road roundabout near 
the police station. Any ‘fly¬ 
tipping and abuse’ was marginal. 

My interpretation of ‘fly¬ 
tipping’ is the dumping of 
furniture, mattresses, builders’ 
rubble, television sets, fridges, 
cookers and other large items that 
should be disposed of at the 
council’s waste amenity site. 

I cannot recall any of the 
preceding items being offloaded 
at the sites I used. In my view, 


the real reason for closure was 
staggeringly simple: the bins 
were not emptied frequently 
enough and thus became 
overwhelmed and unsightly. 

The council should be more 
honest and admit their failure to 
manage the sites properly. 

Rather, they offer spurious 
explanations, blaming local 
people. 

GEM reader Derek 
Hooper, Barry. 


Reorganisation 
for local schools? 


A proposed £35million 
transformation of a 
number of schools in 
Barry will be considered 
by Vale of Glamorgan 
councillors on February 
23. 

Proposals include the creation 
of a flagship English-medium 
mixed sex secondary school, 
comprising an upper and lower 
school building, on the current 
sites of Barry Comprehensive 
and Ysgol Bro Morgannwg. 

The Vale’s Welsh-medium 
secondary school, along with its 
primary counterpart Ysgol Nant 
Talwg, would then be moved to 
the site of Bryn Hafren School, 
with a brand new primary school 
building installed on the site. 


The Vale Council said a 
public consultation in 2013 
showed strong support from 
parents and young people for a 
co-educational school to replace 
the current single sex secondary 
schools. Following the 
consultation a feasibility study 
was carried out. 

The planned investment 
would see over £18m committed 
to improving the new mixed 
comprehensive school buildings 
and nearly £17m spent on 
renovations and the creation of 
new buildings for Ysgol Bro 
Morgannwg as part of the Welsh 
Government’s Twenty-first 
Century Schools programme. 

Carole Tyley, the chair of 
governors at Bryn Hafren, 
commented: “All of our pupils 
start their learning in mixed 


primary schools and after 
leaving Bryn Hafren, most 
continue their learning in co¬ 
educational colleges and 
universities. We are one of the 
last single sex schools in the 
country and I think the time has 
come for a change.” 

Kath Beaudette, the chair of 
governors at Barry 
Comprehensive, added: “I 
welcome the development of 
proposals that will see major 
investment in school buildings 
in the town. 

“With recent investment in 
secondary education in 
Cowbridge and Penarth, and 
plans in place for Llantwit 
Major, it is time that Barry’s 
children and young people also 
benefitted.” 


DID YOU LOSE YOUR 
CAMERA NEAR DYFFRYN? 



ABOVE: Just two of the photographs on the camera found near Dyffryn. 

A reader has contacted The GEM after he lying on the ground by the stones.” 
found a camera recently and wanted it There were a number of cheerful family 
, , photographs on the camera and Chris is keen to 

returned to the owner. reunite it with its rightful owner 

Chris Buxton explained: “ I was out walking if you are t h e owner, or have information as to 
on Tuesday, February 3, near Dyffryn. I visited who the owner might be, contact The Glamorgan 
the burial stones nearby and found a camera GEM on 01446 774484. 


Brighter Moves 
arrives in 
Llantwit Major 


HAVING been the 
successful owners 
of Make Your 
Move Estate Agents 
since 2003, Darren 
and Helen Black 
are moving on to 
ventures new. 

Based in the town at 
1 Pound Field, Llantwit 
Major, they would like 
to thank their customers 
and friends for all their 
support over the years 
and would like to 
welcome Brighter 
Moves to the Llantwit 
premises. 

Brighter Moves has 
been established since 
2008 with offices in 
Bridgend and Talbot 
Green. 

The Llantwit office 
will be run by Robert 
Morgan, a member of 
the National Association 
of Estate Agents. 

Robert, a Llantwit 
resident since 1980, has 
a wealth of local 
knowledge to bring with 
him. 

His aim is to continue 
the great service 
provided by Make Your 
Move, and maintain the 
ethos of an independent 
estate agency. 


For simplicity in the 
transfer, Brighter Moves 
will continue with the 
same telephone number 
01446 794433. 

Brighter Moves will 
be loading properties 
onto the national portals 
of Right Move and 
Zoopla along with GEM 
newspaper advertising 
and would welcome any 
visits to the office, to 
meet and greet new and 
old customers. 


Is Roxy music 
to your ears? 

ROXY is a six-year-old 
crossbreed who is very 
loving and sweet, 
although she can be 
initially worried with 
new people. 

Roxy does mix with 
other dogs, but 
sometimes struggles to 
share her toys. She 
currently enjoying her weekly walks down to the 
local village pub to keep our wonderful volunteers 
company while they enjoy a coffee. 

If Roxy is rehomed as an only dog, new owners 
will need to work hard on her separation issues. 
Roxy is a really lovely dog but due to her sensitive 
nature, she can only live with children over 14 years 
of age. 

Ifyou can offer Roxy a home, call 01656 725219 
or visit Dogs Trust Bridgend, open every day except 
Wednesday. LINDA FEAGAN 



Write a letter to your body! 


LOCAL residents are being 
encouraged to ‘send a letter to 
my body’ - as part of a new 
arts and health initiative in 
Bridgend county borough 
which aims to get people 
talking about issues such as 
body image and confidence. 

The project is being led by artist 
Rabab Ghazoul, arts organisation Addo 
Creative and social enterprise Halo 
Leisure Ltd, with support from the Arts 
Council of Wales and Bridgend County 
Borough Council. 

Rabab said: “We’re hoping 
everyone will want to get involved in 
writing a ‘Letter to my body’. It’s the 


last phase in a project that’s looking at 
the relationship between arts and 
health in Bridgend County Borough, 
and could have some wonderful 
knock-on effects for great cultural 
projects that can happen in future in 
the area.” 

There will be free ‘Letter to my 
body’ sessions, with the first one 
taking place at Carnegie House in 
Bridgend today (February 12) from 
10.30am. 

Bridgend Library will hold an event 
on February 25 from 6pm to 7.30pm, 
where feelings surrounding body 
image will be discussed. 

Contact Sarah Pace on 07715 
102517 or email 

sarah@ addocreative .com. 
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ON ALL MPN WINDOWS 
YOU CAN EXPECT 
QUALITY AND THE 
FOLLOWING AS 
STANDARD: 


20 % Off 

VAT FREE 
SALE 


THE WORLD FAMOUS VEKA SUPER EFFICIENT A RATED 
WINDOWS & DOORS THAT SAVES YOU MONEY ON YOUR 
FUEL BILLS WITH A 10 YEAR GUARANTEE. 


• Energy A railed 0ass 

• Hgh security 8 
pone Vate locking 
mechanisms fried to 
the openers 

• Installs it by our 
eipanenced 
retailers with 
over 200 years 
tiptrencf 
Mwmii them 

• Mak.ee your home 
lock ama^ng 

• Rmxai and 
dcpowlof 
coostog windows 

• Better energy 
ftfioency 

• Better noise 
reduction 


• Better seemly 

• Better savings on 
energy bile 

• Reduced bean loss 
and condensate* 

• Low 

maintenance 
70mm Vteka 
window frames 


► Compewwe preing 
with no Ndden costs 

> Local fair ily owned 
company snee 1994 


20% 01 
Door Full) 

FF VAT FREE SALE 

Fitted Price 

COMPOSITI 

E DOOR 

From £950.00 

COMPOSITI 
WITH FAN 

E DOOR 

LIGHT 

From £1095.00 

COMPOSITE D 
1 SIDESC 

OOR WITH 
REEN 

From £1395.00 

COMPOSITE D 
2 SIDESCf 

OOR WITH 
tEENS 

From £1695.00 

COMPOSITE 01 
2 StOESCftEE* 
FANLIG 

DOB WITH 

IS AMO A 

HT 

From £1850.00 


OPEN 9AM TO 9PM * 7 DAYS A WEEK 


20% OFF VAT FREE SAI 

ft-farrf 38 monthly T 

wmtiow. Cost payments fixed . . 

at 0% finance pay 

LE 

tounl 

lie 

4 WINDOWS 

mmui hh' 
MIMFK 

£1946 

£54.05 

£19/ 

16 

5 WINDOWS 

««f wvmat* vnp 
M«wiP«c 

£2432 

£67.56 

£24; 

32 

1 WINDOWS 

MPMS.Ml' TYHT 
NBAMt 

£2919 

£81.08 

£291 

19 

7 WtNOOWS 

wun wv' iw 
MMPft 

£3405 

£94.58 

£341 

)5 

0 WINDOWS 

AMt Ull MAl ' AtfcO 
MVW mtr. 

£3892 

£108.11 

£38! 

92 

0 WINDOWS 

AAf Alii MAX ' »1M> 

£4378 

£121.61 

£43: 

m 

1(1 WINDOWS 

AAf lUX MAX a W\kU 
wwr?i»r 

£4865 

£135.14 

£461 

35 


AU. MIR CONSERVATORIES COME FUUT MASTERED. TILED WITH FRE 
UNDERFLOOR HEATMC WITH UPVC SCERTINIi BOARDS FITTEO 

AS STANDARD AND FREE BUNDS 

Conservatory Price 

E 

3MX3M 

IWWA'W RAD NnBKJU MAN. WNH 

From £13,500.00 


4MX3M 

sowstsriMnovT iulli ittid bc All iuliok mm 

From £14,995.00 


Hill 

CMHMVMT MAD M1HMCAL MUM MM 

From £15,995.00 


5MX4M 

2M0MTO * MUIFT7TD «C Al M IBi U9K3 

From £16,995.00 


6MX4M 

:3ttnrM*w Riurmimc*.! Hitwmu 

From £19,995.00 



...OUR QUALITY NEW DUO 
COMPOSITE DOORS ARE 
54% THICKER THAN STANDARD 

WHY irS THE BEST COMPOSITE 

DOOR ON THE MARKET? 

• Made m Britain 

• 54% thicker than a standard composite door 

• improved thermal and acoustic msulaton 
thanks to double compression seats 

• Galvanised steel reinforcement 

• Triple glazed: for better heat retention 
and noise reduction 

• Mee^s or exceeds al current 
Brrtlsh Standards for door secunty. 

• Available in a choice of rich 
colours and woodgrains 




WE SUPPLY ALL TYPES OF UPVC WINDOWS DOORS AND CONSERVATORIES 

AWARDED : ES! DOUBLE GLAZING COMPANY IN WALES BY NETWORK VEKA ) lljmnn ,.,o nn/^oo V 






10a Ewenny Road, Bridgend CF31 3HL 
Unit 2 Leckwith Road, Cardiff CF11 8AP 
TEL CARDIFF 02920 508770 • BRIDGEND: 01656 349515 
BARRY: 01446 439212 

FREEPHONE: 0800 8030821 
mpnwindows@aol.com 
www.mpnwindows.com 


WINDOWS, DOORS 


.P. 


CONSERVATORIES/ 
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Marie Curie Cancer Care provides high quality 
nursing, totally free, to give terminally ill people the 
choice of dying at home, supported by theirfamilies 

The GEM is making a donation to Marie Curie Cancer Care as a result of this advertisement feature 



THE MARIE CURIE DAFFODIL APPEAL... 

CAN YOU SPARE THE 
TIME TO HELP OUT? 


M arie Curie’s Great Daffodil Appeal 
has been raising awareness and 
funds since 1986, when the first 
collections took place. 

A spokeswoman said: “Marie Curie cares for people 
with any terminal illness including those with cancer, 
heart failure, dementia and chronic obstructive airway 
disease. 

“Every March, millions of people across the UK 
show their support for our work, simply by giving a 
donation to wear a daffodil pin. 

“This is all made possible by our fantastic team of 
volunteer collectors across the UK. 

“Please join them in 2015 and help make it the best 
appeal yet. 

“We’ve had 28 fantastic years of wearing yellow, 
collecting coins and raising smiles - joined by some 
famous faces along the way.” 

Here are some highlights: 

In 1986 -The first daffodil appeal was held in 
Scotland. Volunteers collected donations and handed 
out fresh daffodils. The event was a great success and 
caught on across the UK. 

In 1995 - The famous daffodil fabric pins made 
their debut, replacing fresh flowers. Three million pins 
were given out and £1.2 million donated. 

In 2001 - Entertainer and presenter Cilia Black 
launched the appeal on a ‘daffodil bus’ donated by 
Yellow Pages, while model Kate Moss donned a 
designer T-shirt to raise awareness of Marie Curie’s 
work during the appeal. 

In 2011 - Actress Alison Steadman was the face of 
the very first TV ad campaign for the Great Daffodil 
Appeal. The appeal raised more than £5 mill ion. 

2014 was Marie Curie’s most successful appeal to 
date raising £8.26 million, funding 413,000 nursing 
hours. The celebrity supporters included actress Olivia 
Coleman and actor Dominic West. 



LEFT: 

Can you devote some of your spare 
time to collect for Marie Curie? 

r — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — — 

Marie Curie Cancer 
Care Devoted to Life 

I enclose a donation payable to 

Marie Curie Cancer Care of: 


With your support, Marie Curie hopes 2015 will be 
the best year yet. 

To sign up, please go to: 
https :Ht .campaign .mariecurie .org.uk/webApp/mcc_su 
pporterRegistration 


You can request a 
donation box 
for your place of 
work. 



£25 £ 15 

Other £. 


£10 


To make a credit card donation 

please call 029 20426068 

I am interested in doing some 
voluntary work such as in a shop 
or fundraising. 

Name. 

Address. 


Telephone . 


..Postcode.. 


Please return this form to: 

Georgina Burke, Marie Curie Hospice, 
Bridgeman Road, Penarth, CF64 3YR 


Councillor 
Howard Hamilton 

As Mayor of the Vale of 
Glamorgan Council, it gives me great 
pleasure to support 

Marie Curie Cancer Care 
Daffodil Campaign 



Y Cynghorydd 
Howard Hamilton 

Fel Maer Cyngor Bro Morgannwg 
mae'n bleser mawr gennyf gefnogi 

Ymgyrch Cennin Pedr Gofal 
Canser Marie Curie 


m r my a* . Uk 

FUN 

FOUNDATIONS 
DAY NURSERY 

Are pleased to support 
The Mane Curie Appeal 

We Forge, North Roed, 
Co’wrbnooe CRT! 7DF 
Tel. 01446 771117 

Founder 



Thomas Bros 

Independent 
Funeral Directors 

►Lady in Attendance 
►Professional care assured 

COWBRIDGE 

Tel 01446 775681 


Family-run business established 1906 


CREFFT 

Check out our website 
www. crefftkitchens. co. uk 


We are pleased to support the 

MARIE CURIE DAFFODIL APPEAL 


THE WATERFRONT, 
11-12 SUBWAY RD, 
BARRY 

KITCHENS & BEDROOMS TEL 01446 736421 


BARRY TOWN COUNCIL 
CYNGOR TREF Y BARRI 

Councillor 

JEFF EVANS 

and members of the Town Council 

wish the Daffodil JH 
Campaign every success^* 
Cyngor TrefYBarri 
Y Cynghorydd Jeff Evans 
ac aelodau’r Cygnor Tref 
dymuno pob llwyddiant yr 
Ymgyrch Cenhinen Bedr 




- 


Pleased to 
assist Marie Curie 
and with any of your 
travel requirements 

SAM SMITH TRAVEL 

55 High Street, COWBRIDGE 
Telephone: 01446 774018 
__ Fax: 01446 773695 

K IT \ sam@samsmithtravel.com 
G8930 www.samsmithtravel.com 





Adey 
Fitzgerald 
Walk 


\v% 




ter 


VV v 




Chartered Certified 
Accountants and 
Tax Consultants 

Professional advice 
and a friendly service 

* Free initial consultation 

* New business start-ups 

* Self assessment tax 
returns/tax advice 

* Business accounts for sole 
traders/partnerships and 
companies 

* Company formations/audits 

* VAT and payroll services 

Competitive rates 

The Pavilion, Eastgate, 

Cowbridge, Vale of Glamorgan 

Tel: (01446) 772299 

also at Barry (01446) 739953 


‘The Government is 
letting people down...’ 

‘End hunger 
in UK’ call to 
Government 


A CALL to the UK 
Government by 
Ogmore MP , Huw 
Irranca-Davies, 
challenges it to end 
hunger in the UK. 

During the recent 
Department for Food, 
Farming and Rural 
Affairs questions, Mr 
Irranca-Davies stated 
that there is no shortage 
of food in the UK but that 
the country still faces a 
hunger crisis. 

He said: “In the UK, 
around one million 
people rely on 
emergency food aid to 
feed themselves and their 
families. Of this number, 
over 35,000 live in 
Wales. 

“In recent years, this 
number has dramatically 
increased; with the 
Trussell Trust, the UK’s 
largest food bank 
network, reporting that in 
the last six months alone 
of 2014 there was a 40 
per cent increase in the 
number of people 
needing food aid. 

“Despite this growing 
problem successive 
Conservative and Liberal 


Democrat Ministers have 
refused to take 
responsibility and work 
towards a solution for the 
growing number of 
working poor and 
vulnerable people reliant 
on emergency food aid.” 

He went on: “What we 
know from facts and 
figures is mirrored in our 
own communities. In the 
past five years, the 
number of people who 
need food aid to feed 
their families has 
dramatically increased. 

“While the work, 
dedication and 

compassion of people 
like the volunteers at the 
Bridgend Food Bank is 
incredible, a longer term 
solution is needed. 

“Until we have a 
Government which is 
serious about tackling 
poverty and low pay, I 
fear people will continue 
to be unable to put food 
on the table for their 
children and their 
families. 

“These are our friends 
and our families and it is 
not good enough that this 
Government is letting 
them down.” 


Call for help for 
families in need 


1 AM hoping that 
GEM readers 
can help us as 
we are in desperate 
need of furniture 
and household 
items, non 
perishable food 
items and cleaning 
products for 
families and 
individuals that are 
waiting for our 
help. 

We are a tiny 
voluntary group called 
Community Furniture 
Aid based in Pyle, and 
we offer donated Items 
to those who are most in 
need. 

People are directed to 
us from various agencies 
including homeless 
organisations, Women’s 
Aid, the prison service, 
foster care, elderly and 
vulnerable adults to 
name a few. We also 
work with social 
services and housing 
associations. 

We offer this service 
on a set donation price 
system that only just 
covers our very basic 
costs and we are all 
volunteers. 

We cover all of 
Bridgend county 
borough and can also 
help in neighbouring 
areas for an extra charge 
in some cases. 

We offer a part-house 
clearance service as well 
as single item collection. 
We can only afford to 
run our van two days a 
week so we have to try 
and fit a lot into our 
days. We welcome 


volunteers from all 
backgrounds. 

We also seek 
monetary donations that 
the public may wish to 
give to support our vital 
work, as we receive no 
outside funding. 

Please can we do a 
‘shout out’ for household 
items. We are in 
desperate need of items 
for families. Dinner 
plates, bowls, cutlery, 
mugs, beds, bedroom 
furniture, beds all sizes, 
cots (with all bolts) sofa 
with fire labels, white 
goods in working order 
as well as small 
electrical goods. 

These are essential for 
someone having to set 
up a home from nothing. 

Please contact the 
office to arrange 
collection or you can 
drop off items in Pyle. 

If you wish to visit 
the unit, please get in 
touch with the office 
directly on 01656 
746602. 

Marianne Cash, 
Community Furniture 
Aid. 


Bridge 

results 

RESULTS for the 
Vale of Glamorgan 
bridge club for 
February 9: 

1st Mike Best & 
Kevin Maddox 63.81%, 
2nd Sue Norris & Su 
Summerhayes 63.48%, 
3rd Marjorie Morris & 
Linda Pinnock 58.84%. 
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Glowing Estyn report for 
work of Y Bont charity 



‘Grazing ponies 
will enhance 
enjoyment at 
nature reserve’ 


THE Wildlife Trust 
of South and West 
Wales’ Cwm 
Colhuw Nature 
Reserve, lying 1km 
southwest of 
Llantwit Major, is a 
mix of grassland 
and coastal scrub, 
offering a refuge 
for wildlife that 
struggles to cling on 
in areas of 
intensively farmed 
habitat. 

The grassland habitat 
is particularly unusual in 
that it is relatively 
undisturbed. In fact, it 
has suffered from a lack 
of management in recent 
years, becoming 
dominated by tussocky 
grasses which shade out 
more delicate flowering 
plants. 

Due to the location of 
the site, it is difficult to 
get hay-making 
machinery up there to 
manage the grassland, so 
in recent years ponies 
have been doing a good 
job grazing the inland 
field, with colourful 
waxcap fungi emerging 
along with more 
flowering plants than 
previously. 

The coastal field has 
not, until now, been 
grazed, due to the 


inability to keep ponies 
enclosed there. Because 
of the site’s status as a 
scheduled ancient 
monument, Cadw’s 
permission has to be 
sought before the 
installation of new 
infrastructure, such as 
gates and fenceposts. 

This permission has 
now been received and 
at the start of February 
work began on installing 
a new gate at the 
entrance to the coastal 
field which will allow 
ponies to be moved into 
the field in the next few 
weeks. 

There will only be a 
few animals and they are 
friendly, but we do 
advise walkers entering 
the field to keep their 
dogs under control, as 
there is a small risk that 
loose dogs could cause 
the ponies to panic. 

Hopefully, the action 
of the ponies grazing 
will enhance visitors’ 
enjoyment of the Nature 
Reserve while also 
improving the 
biodiversity status of the 
site. Contact 
v.matthews@welshwildlif 
e.org. 

Vaughn Matthews 
(conservation officer) 



LOCAL charity Y 
Bont has received a 
“glowing report” 
following an Estyn 
inspection, on 
January 13 and 14. 

General manager 
Marged Griffiths 
commented: “We are 
particularly pleased to 
receive such a positive 
inspection report, in 
light of the huge 
challenges Y Bont has 
faced recently to 
maintain provision. 

“In summary - Key 
Q2: How good is 
provision? received a 
‘Good’; Key Q3: How 
good are leadership and 
management? received 
an ‘Excellent’ and 
overall received a 
‘Good’ for the setting’s 
current performance and 
‘Excellent’ for the 
setting’s prospects for 
improvement.” 

Inspectors referred to 
its positive approach, 
warm and nurturing 
ethos and outstanding 
awareness of the 
complex and varied 
needs of parents and 
carers. 

Y Bont has been 
asked to prepare a 
written case study 
describing the excellent 
practice identified 
during the inspection, to 
share best-practice 
across Wales. 

Ms Griffiths said: 
“Huge congratulations 
and thank you to 
everyone who has 


helped us achieve such 
a fantastic result, 
especially our 
committed team of staff, 
trustees, volunteers and 
families and the 
Foundation Phase 
Support Officer - whose 
support was invaluable 
to us. As you can 
imagine we’re bursting 
with pride!” 

Brian Roderick, chair 
of the board of trustees 
commented: “The board 
was very pleased that 
the ESTYN inspection 
and report confirms that 
Y Bont Is providing a 


first class service that 
the children and 
families deserve.” 

Following funding 
changes at the 
beginning of the 
financial year, Y Bont 
faced the challenge of 
raising an additional 
£50,000 to maintain 
services for local 
disabled children and 
their families. 

The Y Bont’s staff and 
supporters raised 
£38,861 towards this 
target. 


Why Debbie plans 
Great Pancake 
Party for charity 

LOCAL mum, Debbie death in under 35s. 


Chapman, is joining 
the Cardiomyopathy 
Association's national 
fundraising campaign, 
the Great Pancake 
Party. 

This encourages 
people up and down the 
country to stage a 
pancake party and raise 
money towards vital 
support services for 
families affected by heart 
muscle disease (see 
www .greatpancakeparty. 
co.uk). 

Cardiomyopathy can 
affect anyone at any age, 
usually runs in families 
and is the biggest 
medical cause of sudden 


Debbie said: “The 
party takes place on 
Monday, February 16 at 
Tabernacle Presbyterian 
Church, Methodist Lane, 
Llantwit Major, between 
11am and lpm. 

“Feel free to call in 
for a pancake and tea or 
coffee for a donation.” 

Debbie decided to 
hold the party because 
she has a husband and 
two sons affected by the 
condition. 

For more information, 
call 01446 796208. 


Jail ‘on the 
cards 9 for a 
local golfing 
benefit cheat 


A CHAMPION 
golfer who claimed 
he was severely 
disabled, has been 
convicted at Cardiff 
Crown Court of 
carrying out a 
£26,000 fraud. 

Department of Work 
and Pensions 

investigators took part in 
a surveillance on 56- 
year-old Alan Bannister 
at St Andrew’s Major 
Golf Club. 

It followed an 
anonymous tip-off. 

For eight years, 
Bannister had been 
receiving the higher 
benefit allowance for 
people with severe 
mobility problems. 

He said he was 
suffering from 

ankylosing spondylitis. 

Following the three- 
day trial, Bannister, a 
former mechanical 
engineer with no 
previous convictions, of 
Barry Road, Barry, was 
found guilty of obtaining 
money transfers by 
deception. 

Prosecutor Stuart 
McLeese said Bannister 
had made dishonest 
representations about the 
extent of his disability. 


Report by AJ 

SICLUNA 


“That he suffers from 
the illness was not in 
dispute, but he failed to 
record the full effects 
when filling in claim 
forms.” 

Bannister had claimed 
that he could walk only 
50 yards without 
experiencing severe 
discomfort, and it took 
him at least 15 minutes. 

Thus, said Mr 
McLeese, at that rate, a 
round of golf was taking 
him 18 hours to 
complete, and not the 
four hours it actually 
took. 

Bannister told the jury 
that his condition varied 
and it was bad on some 
days, and better on 
others. He agreed he 
played golf frequently 
and had a handicap of 6, 
which indicated he was a 
good golfer. 

In the past, he said he 
had suffered from 
depression because of his 
condition. 

“I’m a fighter, and I 
will fight it,” he said. 

He said that in 2002 he 
had to give up work 
because of his illness. 


Not working, he said, 
devastated him. He took 
several different types of 
drugs and was in extreme 
pain. 

He denied that he was 
“a freeloader and a 
malingerer” and he 
denied lying when 
making a benefits claim. 
He also said that 
sometimes he suffered 
pain from his “big toe to 
the top of his head”. 

Never, he added, had 
he exaggerated his 
symptoms. 

He claimed he was 
encouraged to play and 
on the day he was filmed, 
he was in severe pain. 

“Being on the course 
gave me relief. I can’t 
stand being in the 
house.” 

He also said he went 
around the course on a 
“stop-start basis”. 

His counsel, David 
Leathley, said it was “a 
disgrace” that Bannister 
had been prosecuted. 

He will be sentenced 
on March 12 and 
Recorder David Miller 
said: “All the sentence 
options are open, and I 
have to say that prison is 
on the cards.” 

He was remanded on 
bail. 


Town rallies to 
help Kayti 
with fundraiser 


A charity evening is being held 
at Llantwit Major Rugby Club 
this Saturday, February 14, to 
support a teenager who is 
undergoing specialist 

treatment in America. 

Kayti Spargo, aged 16, has been 
diagnosed with ‘rhabdomyosarcoma’ 
a form of cancer commonly known as 
RMS. 

Kayti and her family now live in 
England, but she grew up in the town, 
and her dad Nick, a fireman, is 
Llantwit born and bred. 

Doctors decided she needed ‘proton 
beam therapy’ which meant she and 
her mother Lynda, a teacher, had to fly 
from her family home in Melton 
Mowbray, to the Proton Therapy 
Institute in Jacksonville, Florida. 

During the ‘proton process’ Kayti 
has continued her chemotherapy at the 
nearby Wolfson Children’s Hospital. It 
has meant 10 weeks in a foreign 
country, to undergo experimental 
treatment - while being away from her 
siblings, relatives, friends, and dogs. 

Nick told The GEM: “The proton 
treatment is due to finish this week, but 
she will continue with chemotherapy. 

“She has been struggling a bit - the 
proton treatment attacks her mouth, 
throat and ears, and has been very 
uncomfortable, but she refuses 
painkillers. She’s been sleeping quite a 
lot recently. 

“Despite everything, she still 
manages to smile. She is very positive 
and has written a book and wants to 
study English at Cambridge.” 


by GEM REPORTER 



KAYTI SPARGO. 


Nick said he and the family were 
looking forward to meeting everybody 
at Llantwit Rugby Club on Saturday 
night. 

“I want to thank all the family and 
friends who have helped us.” 

Kayti and her mother hope to return 
to the United Kingdom on February 
23. 

You can make donations to support 
Kayti by credit or debit card by going 
to: https:/Ikaytispargo.com. 

There are some great prizes at the 
fundraising event, including tickets for 
the Wales Rugby World Cup warm-up 
match against Ireland, and the free use 
of a Citroen car for a weekend. 

The charity evening is this Saturday, 
February 14, at Llantwit Major Rugby 
Club from 7pm until late. Live band 
Burning Bridges, auction and prizes, 
photo booth, burgers, hotdogs - and £5 
entrance on the door. 
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Barry 01446 747878 Canton 02920 222344 

Penarth 02920 705528 Pontcanna 02920 225700 
Roath 02920 464744 Talbot Green 01443 237667 

Whitchurch 02920 692626 Lettings Dept 02920 700573 


alien & harris 


sequencehome.co.uk 


32 High Street* £99,995 



•Two Double Bedrooms 

• One Single Bedroom 

• Walking Distance toTrain Station 

• NO CHAIN 


LLANHARAN 


NO CHAIN 


Heol Pentwyn • £145,000 



LLANTRISANT 


•Three Bedrooms 

• Mid Terrace • In need ofTLC 

• Excellent Road Links 


WHITCHURCH 


Somerset Street • £104,950 



•Three Bedrooms 
•Through Lounge 
• In need of attention • NO CHAIN 


GRANGETOWN 


Prospect Place • £109,950 



• Purpose built 

* Ground floor apartment 

* Double bedroom 

• NO CHAIN 


CARDIFF BAY 


6 Warwick House, Westgate 
Street, Cardiff CF101DH 



We advise that an offer has been made for the 
above property in the sum of £125,000. 
Any person wishing to increase/better this 
offer should notify the office of their best offer 
prior to exchange of contracts. 


PONTCANNA 


27 Teifi Drive, Cwm Talwg, 
Barry CF62 7TL 



We are acting in the sale of the above property 
and have received an offer of £158,000. Any 
interested parties must submit any higher offers 
in writing to the selling agent before exchange 
of contracts takes place. Allen & Harris, 21 High 
Street, Barry CF62 7EA.The EPC rating is: D. 


145 Clydesmuir Road, 
Tremorfa, Cardiff CF24 2PZ 



Allen & Harris are now in receipt of an 
offer for the sum of £90,000. Anyone 
wishing to place an offer on this property 
should contact Allen & Harris before 
exchange of contracts. 


183 Glyn Eiddew £114,950 



• Mid Terrace 
•Three Bedrooms 

• Downstairs WC 

• Lounge & Dining Room 


KNIGHTS 

LETTINGS 


LANDLORDS 


••• 


\WfM Your BEST MOVE 

for residential lettings... 

knights - 

a most professional agency offering 
a dedicated service 
KNIGHTS - 

have a team of 8 staff and a seperate 
office devoted only to lettings 

If you want your property LET, have a FULL MANAGED 
or a TENANT FIND ONLY, we can offer either. 


L? 


Knights let properties, 
why go anywhere else? 

Your professional local 
Lettings Agent. 

Call us now on 
01446 701333 



www.knights.uk.com 

83 High Street, Barry CF62 7DX 


KNIGHTS 1 





ESTATE AGENTS • CHARTERED SURVEYORS R| cs [ commercial (01446) 709933 



Windsor Court, Barry - *115,000 

11 situated ni tlie \ltst^nd of Barry 2 Set 1 wt§ii , n a r GrSe§ a Usted nt 
building benefiting from many original features. Communal 
hallway, entrance Railway. Open plan lounge/kitchen/diner. 
Master bedroom with en-suite shower room Family bathroom. 
ecure gatedfgrkm^to^rear. CommunaHaumlerette an 


Coigne Terrace, Barry -135,000 

Refurbished to a high standard, 3 bedroom, bay front, in the heart 
of Barry. Entrance porch, hallway, living room, fitted kitchen and 
bathroom. UPVC double glazing. Gas central heating via combi 
boiler inst. 2014, Enclosed forecourt, rear garden. No chain. 


Woodlands Rd, Barry - *139,950 

Well presented, 3 bedroom, bay fronted property, entrance 
porch. Hallway, 2 reception rooms, kitchen. Ground floor 
bathroom, UPVC double glazing. Gas central heating. Enclosed 
forecourt and rear garden. 


Castleland Street, Barry - £134,950 

Well presented three bedroom bay fronted. Entrance porch, 
hallway, 3 reception rooms, kitchen, bathroom to first floor. UPVC 
double glazing, gas central heating, enclosed forecourt and re- 
garden. Close by to all local amenities. EPC rating=E. 


Spencer Street, Barry - £118,500 

3 Bedroom traditional mid terrace property. Entrance hallway, 
lounge, dining room, kitchen. Ground floor bathroom, gas 
central heating. Enclosed, low maintenance rear garden. 
Walking distance of Holton Road shops. 



Fryatt Street, Barry - £109,950 

2 double bedroom mid terrace property situated within the 
heart of Barry. Hallway, dining room, lounge, modem fitted 
kitchen and bathroom. UPVC double glazing, gas central 
heating. Enclosed rear garden, close by to all local amenities. 



Curnix Barn, Moulton - £475,000 

4 bedroom bam conversion situated within the rural Vale. 
Impressive ongoing project benefiting from two pony .paddocks. 
Exfsiting current pMming consent to extend the dwelling to the 
ground floor. Set in one ana a half acres. Reception hall. Open plan. 
Wet room. Utility room. Master bedroom with potential for en suite. 
Family bathroom. Double glazing. LPG gas central heating. No chain. 



Claude Rd West, Barry - £199,950 

3 bedroom bay fronted property, entrance porch, hallway, 
lounge. Dining room, kitchen, summer room. Bathroom to first 
floor, loft room. Large rear garden. No chain. 



Woodham Park, Barry - £250,000 

Beautiful extended 4 bedroom detached residence. Hallway, 
'ounge, sitting room, kitchen/dining/tamijy r""™ 


St Brannocks Close, Barry - £119,995 

3 bedroom ground floor apartment set in a cul de sac. Entrance 
hallway, lounge/dining room. Kitchen, bathroom, UPVC double 
glazing. Gas central heating, enclosed rear garden. Parking to 
front, garage block nearby. EPC: C. No chain. 



Clifford View, Barry - £309,000 

4 bedroom detached bungalow set withing a cul de sac location. 
Hallway, living room, conservatory, kitchen. Shower room, 
driveway providing off road parking for numerous vehicles. Garage. 
UPVC double glazing. Gas central heating. EPC: C No chain 



Whitmore Park Drive - £177,500 

3 bedroom semi detached property. Entrance hall, lounge, 
dining room, modem fitted kitchen and bathroom. Office/hobby 
m. UPVC double glazinf. Gas central heating. Gardens to front 
and rear. Driveway, garage. 



Lower Farm House, Llancadle - £575,000 

Substantial period dwelling commanding views over rural 
countryside. 3 bedroom family home, 2 bathrooms, ensuite. 
Many original features with 2 inglenook fireplaces. Mature 
gardens and old style piggery to rear. 



The Parade, Barry - £315,000 

Well presented Victorian 4 bed semi detached. Harbour and 
sea views. Entrance hallway, lounge, sitting room. Modern 
kitchen/dining/familv room. Bathroom suite. UPVC double 
glazing, gas central heating. Enclosed rear courtyard. Off 
road parking. EPC rating: D 


84 HIGH STREET, BARRY CF62 7DX WWW.KNIGHTS.UK.COM 
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Porthcawl RFC rugby round-up 


THIS local derby between Porthcawl and 
Cefn Cribwr was a hard fought affair and 
the Seaweeds have only themselves to 
blame for not taking their chances at 
crucial times. 

That said, Cefn held the very key to the whole 
affair with a defensive display that was out of the top 
draw and saw them edge the match as a result. 

The visitors had much the better of the opening 
period in scoring terms, quickly racking up 15 
unanswered points, with two tries by Rob Curl and 
Jeff Jones, and a conversion and a penalty from 
Owen Davies, as the home crowd began to wonder 
when their team would start to get a grip. 

No. 8 Mattie Davies, back following injury, made 
the halftime score respectable as he profited from a 
tremendous surge by the home eight to score a vital 
try, converted by Sam Parker for 7-15, at the break. 

There followed a much more workmanlike effort 
from Porthcawl into the second half and when Ben 
Clarke scythed through a flat-footed defence for an 
unconverted try, at 12-15 it seemed that it was game 
on again. 

Cefn though, had different ideas and when they 
scored their third try to make it 12-20, it merely 
showed the danger of having to play catch-up, with 
Porthcawl again two scores down and chasing the 
game. 

Full-back Gareth Rees, always dangerous with 
ball in hand, earned his just reward with a good try 
which was unconverted for 17-20, but Cefn’s dogged 
defence never tired, even toward the end of a hard 
match and they held firm to claim revenge for the 
earlier season defeat to Porthcawl. 

The Porthcawl performance was better than in the 
previous couple of weeks and with more key players 
back from injury and suspension, coach Rhys James 
will want to see his side return to winning ways for 
the visit of Tonmawr on February 21. 

PAUL FIELDING 

NANTYMOEL YOUTH RFC 5 
PORTHCAWL YOUTH RFC 48 

Porthcawl restarted their league campaign with a 
resounding win over their Ogmore Valley 
opponents. 

With several players unavailable it was an ideal 
opportunity for some of the younger Seaweeds to 
gain valuable game time. 

Almost from the kick off a darting run from Jac 
Robbins enabled the scrum half to cross over for an 
early try, which he converted. Again from the kick 
off it was all Porthcawl and from quick ball from a 
ruck, full back Ethan Wintle entered the line to cut 
through the home defence and score an unconverted 
try wide out. 

Next on the scoresheet was Aaron Martin, who 
claimed a try after a well practised line out and drive 
move, converted by Robbins. 


A further try by Jake Furness saw the halftime 
score 24-0. 

Sticking to the policy of everyone plays, 
Porthcawl brought on the whole bench for the 
second half without depleting the side in any way. 

The game followed the same pattern as the first, 
with the away team forwards and backs linking well, 
creating tries for Sam Comley, Leon Evans, Jake 
Furness and Jac Robbins; Robbins also added two 
conversions to take his personal tally to 18 points. 

Praise must be given to Nantymoel who never 
gave up at all, and to their credit, scored a well 
deserved try late on in the game as a reward for their 
efforts. 

This Saturday Porthcawl youth travel away to 
Penygraig RFC in the quarter-finals of the youth 
Welsh Cup; the bus leaves at 12 noon and all 
supporters are welcome. 

CHRIS WINTLE 

UNDER-7S 

Porthcawl 12, Bridgend Sports 9; Porthcawl 8, 
Bridgend Sports 8; Porthcawl 9, Croesyceiliog 6. 
Awards went to Will Mitchell, Rhys Evans, Josh 


UNDER-8S 

BRIDGEND SPORT 18 
PORTHCAWL 11; 

CROES Y CEILLIOG 16 
PORTHCAWL 14 

We narrowly lost against two good teams but 
again we did enough to win the game in attack, 
our tagging letting us down, with only six players 
getting close to the magic 10 tags a game. 

We continue to be slow to close down the 
opposition and are bunching in defence, so it looks 
like another tagging session in training for us. 

Our running game was strong despite the heavy 
sticky ground which did not help, but for the second 
week running nearly all our players scored, growing 
in confidence in attack. 

The clubman award for individual effort goes to a 
player who was beaming at the end of the game. This 
player, for the last couple of weeks, has been 
building up his confidence, starting with a target of 
one or two tags and runs a game, but in these 
encounters he was ready to step up another gear. 

Although Ben only made two tags in the first 
game what was important was that he was running 
forward without fear and with a smile on his face, 
and scoring two tries and coming out the fourth 
highest tagger, which is some achievement. 

Other players whose confidence is growing are 
Dylan and Joel, who again made the scoresheet and 
their tag count continues to rise every week, with 
Dylan continuing to lead the line well. 

Then comes Zane and Tailor who are coming into 
the game a lot more and their tag count is getting 
bigger and bigger. 


SCHOOL CONGRATULATES 
ITS YOUNG RUGBY SQUAD 



Back row (left to right) Harry Hopkins, Joe Patterson, Harry Harries, Ieuan Thomas, Chris 
Crumpton, Tom Davies, Matthew Biggs, Levi Hallett. Front row: Ben Rich, Thomas Zielinski, Jack 
Walker, Morgan Hughes, Tommy Sanders, Iestyn Owen. (Joe Davis was unavailable for the photo). 


MANY congratulations to 
15 year-10 Brynteg 
Comprehensive pupils who 
have been selected in the 
Bridgend District Schools 
rugby squad for this 
season. 


The trial process, which began 
in early summer last year, put all 
of them through their paces and it 
is a testament to their 
commitment and hard work. 

The school is extremely proud 
of the boys, all of whom were part 
of the Welsh Cup final squad from 
last season. Good luck to all the 


boys who are selected to represent 
Bridgend Schools in their Dewar 
Shield matches. 

There is a long tradition of 
Brynteg pupils representing 
Bridgend Schools and I am sure 
that this group of boys will only 
further our reputation. 

Mr David Ince 



ABOVE: Gareth Rees (left) and Tom Lodwig (right) both featured in Porthcawl RFC's close defeat 
against Cefn Cribwr on Saturday. ALL PICTURES BY TRACEY WILLIAMS. 


The next mention goes to Rose who was fearless 
and came out as top tagger, showing the boys the 
way forward in attack and defence. Theo and Ryan 
scored nine tries between them, and while both put 
in a great performance, the award for top try scorer 
goes to Ryan, not for his individual tries but for 
passing into space and creating gaps for his 
teammates. 

Dewi and Lex both scored great tries and gained a 
high tag count, while Oscar scored three tries and 
continued to charge forward in defence, putting in an 
all-round performance and picking up clubman 
making a difference award. 

Try scorers: Dylan, Rose, Oscar (3), Dewi (6), 
Ryan (4), Joel, Theo (5), Lex (2), Ben (2). 

ROB HOOPER 

UNDER 9S 

BRIDGEND SPORTS 5 
PORTHCAWL 5; 
CROESYCEILIOG 1 
PORTHCAWL 3 

Playing at Newbridge Fields on bright sunny 
morning with two games to look forward to, we 
had good numbers with a very good depth of 
talent. 

Playing Bridgend Sports first, the two sides were 
pretty evenly matched. Tackling in the first half was 
good and the ball handling was also of a very high 
standard from both sides. 

We trailed 4-2 at the break, but this group of 
players then cranked up their performance and went 
for it! 

They had clawed themselves back into this game 


with some brilliant tackling, driving the opposition 
backwards, and some very intelligent running from 
our sprinters. 

It was 5-5 at the final whistle, after a sublime 
second half performance from us, fantastic in every 
sense. We come away from this game with our pride 
intact and with the knowledge that we can dig deep 
when we need too. 

Our second game against Croesyceiliog, by 
contrast, was played at such a pace with some really 
aggressive precise tackling from both teams. 

The scrum halves were fantastic and showed 
really good control and understanding of the job in 
hand with a great deal of maturity from both teams. 

It was 0-1 at the break, and the second half was 
enthralling stuff, neither team making much ground 
despite extreme efforts from both teams to get 
forward. 

Two fantastic tries in the middle part of this half 
gave us a 3-0 lead with a minute to go, but such was 
the tenacity of Croesyceiliog they still had a little bit 
more to prove and scored at the death which was 
rightly deserved, the final score 3-1. 

Our team were brilliant - their development 
continues at great speed, but offloading has to be 
better; however, this game was proof that when the 
performance is right the winning will follow. 

Try scorers: Max Williams (3), Jac Bevan (2), 
Dylan Bell, Rhys Hibbert, Brandon Howells. 

JASON PARKER 
The under-lOs have just a few spaces left in their 
team; training is every Wednesday at 6pm, all 
welcome. 


Llantivit Major RFC break 80 
point barrier in Old Pens win 


ON a cold Saturday 
afternoon with the 
disappointment of Wales’ 
defeat the previous evening 
clear in everyone’s mind, 
Llantwit Major made the 
short trip to Penarth and 
the home of the Old 
Penarthians, or Old Pens as 
they are affectionately 
known. 

It was a bumper day for 
Llantwit as they ran in 12 tries in 
total for a final score of 84-12, in a 
display that on occasions looked 
like the famous Barbarians with 
the ball going through multiple 
sets of hands before being set 
down over the try line. 

It wasn’t long from the kick off 
that Llantwit used simple rugby 
from a scrum with number 8 Dan 
Larrel picking up and offloading 
to scrum half Rhys Balmont who 
found Steff Price, and he pierced 
the line expertly before offloading 
to Wasiau Vackegu to score the 
first try that was converted by 
Chris Lowler. 

The lead was extended further 
when Chris Lowler knocked over 
a penalty. With the nerves 
seemingly settled there was a 
lapse in concentration that 
allowed the Old Pens in for a 
converted try. 

Play continued following the 
restart and it was Old Pens who 
yielded yet another penalty this 
time again in a kickable position 
for Chris Lowler to take the three 
points. 

Lrom the kick off Llantwit 


regathered the ball and worked 
their way upfield and through 
some smart interpassing Joel 
Thomas found himself in space to 
canter over the try line for a try on 
his senior debut. 

Gareth Watts put in a barn 
storming display in the loose, 
making hard yards and with some 
immense offloads the next try 
wasn’t long coming, when Joel 
Thomas, after almost seemingly 
getting caught with the ball, 
managed to slickly offload it to 
captain Marcus Pearce, who 
crossed for his first try of the 
afternoon. 

Waisau Vackegu continued with 
his Lijian flair and sold the 
covering defence the biggest 
dummy to create a try that was 
converted by Chris Lowler. 

Just before halftime Old Pens 
struck back with a try of their own 
to leave the score Old Penarthians 
12, Llantwit Major 32. The 
halftime message was clear - 
continue in the same manner in the 
second half and finish the game 
off. 

Old Pens kicked off the second 
half and the ball found Marcus 
Pearce, who stuck his head down 
and made off at speed. 

Lollowing a number of weak 
and missed tackles, Marcus 
crossed for his second try straight 
from the kick off which was again 
converted by fly half Lowler. 
Llantwit were now dictating all 
facets of play but the home side 
would not give up. 

The pack continued their good 
work and it wasn’t long before 
Rhys Davies crossed the line to 


score with a number of defenders 
on his back, Lowler adding the 
extras. 

Next came another forwards 
try; after securing the ball at a 
lineout they rumbled upfield and 
over the line for Dan Daw to claim 
his first try of the afternoon. Even 
after conceding 50 points the 
home side would not lie down and 
still came out fighting and 
scrapping for every ball they 
could. 

Dan Larrel was next to get on 
the scoresheet after being 
particularly solid at the back of the 
scrums, another try that was 
converted by Chris Lowler. 

Sam Booker, who had an 
outstanding game commanding 
the lineout on his own throws and 
stealing opposition ball with ease 
with help from his lifters, took a 
well-deserved try. 

Marcus Pearce was next to 
extend the team score along with 
his own try tally when he crossed 
for his hatrick. 

Prom a lean spell of about five 
minutes Llantwit secured the ball 
and it was spun across the line 
before Dan Daw, who had been 
lurking on the touchline, galloped 
over from 30 yards out for his 
second try. 

Rob Grapes was next to get in 
on the act for a close range try that 
was converted by Dan Powell and 
in the final act of the game it was 
captain Marcus Pearce who broke 
the defence again to run in from 
almost halfway for his fourth and 
final try that was converted by 
Rob Grapes. 
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CHESTERFIELD STREET, BARRY 

End of terraced, 3 bedrooms, living/dining 
room, kitchen, downstairs bathroom, GCH 
& UPVC D/G, enclosed rear garden, close 
to schools & shops. ER=E 

£109,950 



COOK RD, BARRY 

Well presented detached, 3 bedrooms, 
living room, dining room, fitted kitchen. 
Driveway-garage, sunny aspect garden, 
viewing essential. 

£174,950 


GERDDI MARGARET, BARRY 

Third floor apartment, 1 bedroom, 
designated parking, open plan 
lounge/kitchen, security door entry, well 
presented, ER=C. 

£84,950 


MERTHYR DYFAN RD, BARRY 

Semi detached dwelling, living, dining & 
conservatory. Extended kitchen, 2 
bedrooms, study and family bathroom. 
Attic with velux. Off road rear parking, 
UPVC DG, GCHeating, viewing essential. 

£147,500 


GLAN HAFREN, BARRY 

Luxury living onb the edge of beach, 3 
bedroom apartment, wet room, bathroom, 
2 balconies with panoramic views, 2 
garages, ample parking, ER=C. 

£275,000 


FERN DRIVE, BARRY 

Modern semi detached, 2 bedrooms, living 
room, enclosed rear garden, parking to the 
front, situated off Colcot Rd, ER=D. 


£114,950 



GELYNYCLER, BARRY 

Mid terraced modern, living room, 
kitchen/breakfast, 2 bedrooms, designated 
parking to front. Enclosed private garden. 
ER=C. 

£128,500 



BARRY RD, BARRY 

Spacious mid terrace, 3 double bedrooms, 
living/dining room, kitchen/breakfast, UPVC 
D/G & GCH via combi, enclosed rear 
garden. ER=D. 

£114,950 



BARRY RD, BARRY 

Edwardian mid terraced, 3 double 
bedrooms, 18ft breakfasl/kitchen. Off road 
parking to rear via lane. Town centre 
location. No chain. ER=D. 

£130,000 



WHITE FARM, BARRY 

Spacious 4 bedroom, Persimmon built 
detached, living room, kitchen/diner, utility 
room, ensuite to master, detached garage, 
well presented. ER=C. 

£244,950 



HEOLYGAER, BARRY 

First floor apartment, 2 bedrooms, enclosed 
kitchen, far reaching sea views from rear, 
UPVC DG - GCH via combi. Allocated 
parking. No chain. ER=C 

£153,950 



PORT ROAD EAST, BARRY 

Spacious detached, lounge, dining room, 
kitchen, conservatory, 4 bedrooms, master 
ensuite, double garage, private enlcosed 
garden. No chain. ER=D. 

£379,950 


SALISBURY RD, BARRY 

Bay fronted mid terraced, traditional 
dwelling, through living/dining room. 4 
bedrooms, enclosed rear garden, minutes 
walk to Porthceri Park. ER=D. 

£159,950 



FALCON RD, BARRY 

3 Bedrooms, Semi detached, through 
living room, driveway/garage, no chain, cul 
de sac position. ER=D. 


£134,950 



QUEEN STREET, BARRY 

Mid terraced traditional, through living 
room, kitchen, 2 bedrooms, hobby area to 
attic, 1st floor bathroom. No chain, GCH 
via combi (not tested). EPC=D. 

£95,000 



BROAD CLOSE, BARRY 

Maintenance fee, ground floor, living room, 
modern kitchen, integrated appliances, 2 
double bedrooms, sun terrace overlooking 
communal, gardens. No chain. 

£114,950 



WESTON STREET, BARRY 

Mid terraced traditional, double bay 
fronted, living/dining room, fitted kitchen. 
Enclosed rear courtyard, UPVC - DG 
via combi, No chain. ER=D. 

£112,950 



TREMYDON, BARRY 

Stunning detached, original features 
remaining, 3 reception rooms, 
conservatory, 5 bedrooms (ensuite), 
dressing room, bathroom, conservatory, 
hot tub/sauna, double garage, ER=E. 

£499,950 


GWALCH Y PENWAIG, BARRY ISLAND 

Immaculate presentation, end of link, 3 
storey, fitted kitchen, conservatory-access 
to garage, 4 bedrooms, 2 ensuite 
bathrooms & dressing room, low 
maintenance garden. ER=C. 

£225,000 



CONWAY DRIVE, BARRY 

Immaculate presentation, modern semi 
detached, living room, dining room 
opening to modern kitchen, 3 bedrooms, 
family bathroom, driveway, raised decked 
sun terraced, lawn garden, ER=C. 

£180,000 



BARRY RD, BARRY 

End of terraced, 2 bedrooms, 2 reception 
rooms, 1st floor bathroom, offered with 
no chain ER=D. 


£74,950 



BARRY RD, BARRY 

End of terrace, double bay traditional, living 
room, dining room, spacious 
kitchen/breakfast, 3 double bedrooms, 
family bathroom, enclosed rear garden, 
lane access. ER=D. 

£149,950 



NANTTALWG WAY, BARRY 

Detached traditional. 2 reception rooms, 
WC cloakroom, fitted kitchen, 4 bedrooms, 
family bathroom, private enclosed garden, 
driveway/garage. ER=C. 

£269,950 



MERTHYR STREET, BARRY 

End of terraced, decorated throughout, 
through living room, fitted 
kitchen/breakfast, 3 bedrooms ensuite 
& family bathroom, stairs to hobby area 
with velux window. No chain. 

£119,950 


WOODLANDS RD, BARRY 

Bay fronted mid terrace, through living 
room, dining room, 3 bedrooms, hobby 
room in attic, double garage approx 
18ft x 16ft. No chain. ER=E. 

£145,950 



JENNER RD, BARRY 

Stunning showhome, 3 bedrooms, 
attic/hobby area with dorma window, 
refurbished to high standard, living room, 
open plan/kitchen diner, long garden, 
ER=E. 

£169,950 



HOLMES ST, BARRY 

Mid terraced traditional, well presented, 
through living room, modern fitted kitchen, 
ground fir bathroom, 3 double bedrooms, 
enclosed rear garden. No chain. ER=E. 

£90,000 



lima 


MOREL STREET, BARRY 

Mid terraced traditional, through living 
room, ground floor bathroom, 3 bedrooms, 
WC cloak/shower room. Off road rear 
parking, no chain. EPC-tba. 


£80,000 



FONMON PARK RD, RHOOSE 

3 bedroomed, link detached, living 
room/dining area. Converted garage, cul 
de sac position, driveway, overlooking vale, 
ER=C. 

£159,950 



PENCOEDTRE RD, BARRY 

Semi detached bungalow, 2 double 
bedrooms, living room, conservatory, 
large driveway, garage, no chain, 
enclosed hot tub to remain. 

£150,000 


SURANY GOG, BARRY 

Modern detached property, 4 bedrooms- 
master ensuite. Kitchen/breakfast toom, 
WC/cloakroom. Living room/dining room. 
Garage/driveway. Enclosed rear garden. 
Well presented. ER=D. 

£234,950 


CASTLE STREET, BARRY 

Immaculate presentation, corner traditional 
dwelling, living, dining room, fitted 
kitchen/breakfast, 2 bedrooms, hobby 
room in attic, viewing essential, ER=F. 

£134,950 



HEOL SIRHWI, BARRY 

2 double bedrooms, semi detached 
bungalow, viewing highly recommended, 
living/dining room, well presented, cul de 
sac position, driveway providing ample 
parking, garage. No chain. EP=D. 

£154,950 



EVERARD ST, BARRY 

Immaculate showhome presented, mid 
terraced traditional, through living room, 
fitted kitchen-integrated appliances. 3 
bedrooms, family bathroom, enclosed low 
maintenance rear garden. 

£129,950 



THE BEECHES, BARRY 

Detached, originally a care home. Ground 
fir: 3 recep. rooms, kictchen, office, WC & 
shower room, 3 bedrooms, laundry room, 
2nd fir: 12 rooms, 9 WCs, 1 bathroom, No 
chain. UPVC DG, gas central heating 

£370,000 


S*i 




HATCH COTTAGE, BARRY 

Built in 18th century, detached cottage, 
retaining original features. 2 bedrooms, 
2 reception rooms, raised decked sun 
terrace. Detached hobby room, off road 
parking, very well presented. 

£164,950 



ELM GROVE, BARRY 

Semi detached bungalow, 3 bedrooms, 
showhome presented, living room, 
spaciois plot, ample parking, viewing 
essential. ER=D. 

£169,950 



THE PARADE, BARRY 

Well presented, traditional semi detached, 
living room, dining room to conservatory, 
fitted kitchen, WC & utility room. 3 double 
bedrooms, driveway with paved 
driveway/garage. Large garden. ER=D. 

£339,950 



COLCOT RD, BARRY 

Extended dwelling, living room, dining room 
to sitting area, fitted kitchen/breakfast. WC 
cloakroom, 4 bedrooms & dressing/study, 
fam bathroom, level enclosed garden. 
Garage/driveway. ER=C. 

£289,950 



PENCOEDTRE RD, BARRY 

Mid terraced traditional, living/dining room, 
modern fitted kitchen/diner. 2 bedrooms 
(ensuite). Family bathroom, raised decked 
sun terraced. Lawn area. ER=D. 

£134,950 



CLIVE ROAD, BARRY 

CASH ONLY 
In need of modernisation, mid terraced 
traditional, through living, no kitchen, 
ground floor bathroom, 3 bedrooms, 
gas central heating (needs upgrading) 

£79,950 


SWNYMOR, BARRY 

Semi detached bungalow, living room, 
conservatory, 2 double bedrooms, 
shower room, longer than average 
driveway, garage, enclosed garden. 
No chain. EPC: tba 
£180,000 
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"We found our picture perfect Bellway home" 



Mallards Reach. An exclusive collection of 3 and 4 bedroom homes 
in a charming coastal setting. Excellent schools, shopping and leisure 
facilities are all close at hand as well as easy access to the M4. 


Call: 01656 785080 Click: www.bellway.co.uk 

Open: Mon & Fri 10am - 5pm, Thurs 10am - 7pm and Sat & Sun 11am - 5pm 


3 bedroom homes 
from £219,995 


4 bedroom homes 
from £269,995 


Bel I wag 


Prices correct at time of going to press. Specification on site may differ. Pictures for illustration purposes only. 



Taylor 

Wimpey 


CHANNEL HEIGHTS 

Trem Echni, Rhoose Point, Vale of Glamorgan, CF62 3LY 

3, 4 & 5 bedroom homes from £189,995 


Show home 
launching soon! 

Channel Heights is a super development of brand new 
homes located in the popular village of Rhoose in the 
Vale of Glamorgan. Our show home opens on the weekend 
of 14 & 15 March - so register now for your invitation 
to our exciting launch and get the pick of the 
best plots. 


Come and get the 
pick of the plots! 


LAUNCHING 


Ideally located, convenient for the coast and just 13 miles 
from the city of Cardiff, Rhoose has a popular village Primary 
School, while secondary schools are just 5 miles by road - 
one stop on the train* There are local shops in Rhoose, 
including a Post Office, a Tesco Express, a butchers and 
a pharmacy. For major shopping, Cardiff has it all. 


Register today 
for your 
Launch Event 
invitation 


01446 500865 

taylorwimpey.co.uk/southwales 

Sales centre open Thursday to Monday 10am - 5pm 


‘Distances approximate. Price and details correct at time of going to press. Computer generated image shows a typical Taylor 
Wimpey street scene at Channel Heights, photograph shows a typical Taylor Wimpey interior which may include optional 
upgrades, available at additional cost. Please ask our Sales Executive for details. 
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On-song Pencoed are too 
strong for Maesteg Celtic 



Bridgend 
Bridge Club 


THE results for 
Bridgend Bridge 
Club for recent 
events are: 

Wednesday, February 
4: 1st Geoff Barnes and 
Peter Bugden, 2nd 
Marjorie Morris and Bill 
Turner, 3rd Linda 
Pinnock and Denis 
Mottram. Winners on 
handicap - Geoff Barnes 
and Peter Bugden. 

Friday, February 6 
(club handicap pairs 
round one): 1st Irene 
Thomas and Bill Turner, 
2nd Linda Pinnock and 
Marjorie Morris, 3rd 
Debbie Lea and Emer 
Disley. 

Regular club nights 
take place on Wednesday 


and Friday evenings at 
Nolton Church Hall. 
Play is scheduled to start 
at 7pm so it helps if 
players arrive at least 10 
minutes early. 

On Thursday 

afternoons at 2pm, also 
at Nolton Church Hall, 
there is a gentle duplicate 
session. Master points 
are now awarded but it 
remains a relaxed 
occasion where players 
enjoy their bridge. 

Further information 
can be obtained by 
calling Steve Burgoyne 
on 01656 661968, John 
Evans on 01656 880372 
or David Newman on 
01656 649138. 

TG 


JUNIOR ROUND-UP 

PORTHCAWL under-8s 


welcomed CRICC. 

The focus of the week’s training was 
passing before being tagged and trying 
to build the team ethic and this game 
was our best team display so far this 
season by a mile. 

Every player deserves a mention - 
Piers scored three tries, two of which 
came from two moments of vision 
from both Lex and Theo. These three 
players have been asked to focus on 
reading the game and scan for space. 

Piers won the top tagger award, 
Theo scored three tries and made many 
more with his passing and tagging 
game improving, and he won top 
scorer. 

Samuel and Ryan both scored two 
tries apiece and, along with their great 
running games, also showed off their 
passing game. 

Other standout performances came 
from Rose, who again tagged superbly 
and scored another great try, and last 
but not least Brody who, unfortunately 
for us, played his best 10 minutes for 
CRICC, scoring two tries to add to an 
earlier try for Porthcawl. 

In Rob and Stuart’s game we started 
slowly apart from Lewis, who was the 
only player awake in the first five 
minutes, tagging like a demon while 
others drifted backwards and he scored 
three tries in a blink of an eye. 

The team needed more, and Dylan 
led from the front, driving forward in 
defence and attack with two great tries; 

Dexter stormed through the 
opposition, scoring two great tries and 
he won the ‘clubman making a 
difference’ award. 

Dewi went the length of the field for 
the first of his six tries. Matthew 
scored three tries. Joel and Oscar came 
into the team and impressed greatly, 


Joel picking up the best effort award. 
The coaches and players all went home 
very happy. 

Try scorers: Piers (3), Dylan (2), 
Joel (3), Rose, Dexter (2), Dewi (6), 
Oscar (2), Lewis (5), Ryan (2), Sam 

(2) , Theo (3), Lex (2), Matt (3), Brody 

(3) . 

ROB HOOPER 

PORTHCAWL UNDER-9s 10 
CRICC 8 

Playing at home for the first time in 
a very long time against CRICC on a 
cold but bright morning would 
hopefully see us continuing our 
recent good form. 

Winning the toss and scoring from 
kick off is always a good start and 
seems to settle us down to play decent 
attacking rugby. 

CRICC however have the ability to 
stick to a task and were never without 
opportunity and edged the proceedings 
in the first half taking a lead into the 
break. The tackling needed to be better 
and our attacking players just needed 
to have a little more desire, belief and 
patience when in possession. 

There was not much between the 
two teams until the last few minutes of 
this section and the tackling from us 
went up a gear with Brandon Howells, 
Will Thomas-Parker and Josh Bowling 
leading the defensive charge. 

Try scorers: Rhys Hibbert (4), 
Matthew Davidson (2), Max Williams, 
Will Thomas-Parker, Jac Bevan. 

JASON PARKER 

PORTHCAWL UNDER-lOs 35 
CRICC 30 

Try scorers: Teejay Vickery (2), Josh 
Woodbridge (2), Luke Roberts, Rhys 
Tunnadine, Jack Olding. 

MR 



Man of the match Gareth Prentice fends off a Celtic tackier. 
PICTURES BY JULIE HANCOCK 

PENCOED his second try. Davies His midfield soon 
recaptured their converted and Pencoed followed their skipper’s 
led 0-21. example with strong 

Pencoed were now defence under their own 
beginning to play with posts dislodging home 
conditions at Garth abandon, tight head prop possession for Adam 
Welfare Park to run Keiron Moore displaying Williams to flick the ball 
out comprehensive good hands to pick off a clear and Pencoed 
low pass before countered with 

combined handling devastating effect, as 
outflanked the home Cross made ground down 
defence to send Prentice the right to halfway 
Pencoed opened the racing over from 22 before kicking ahead and 
scoring after 15 minutes, metres in the outside the pace of chasing wing 
No 8 Gareth Prentice centre position for his Hiscocks got him the 
drove at the heart of the side’s bonus point try, touchdown, which 
defence deep in the home and Pencoed led 0-26 at Williams converted. 

22 and quick ruck ball the interval. To their credit, the 

saw centres Lloyd Pencoed started the home side got a well- 
Ryland and Rhys Vowles second half where they earned consolation score 
put the ball swiftly had left off, introducing through tight head prop 
through the hands for full wing Songhurst through forward Daniel Miller, 
back Tom Cross to score centre midfield, the Richards adding the 
in the comer, outside half player needing no second conversion. 

Marc Davies adding a invitation to dummy his For Pencoed this was 


Rhys Vowles (above) and Tom Cross (below) 
both got on the scoresheet. 


early season form in 
almost spring like 


winners against 
Maesteg Celtic, 54- 
14. 


fine conversion from the 
touchline 

Another driving run 


for the 
weekend 
resuming 


international pm kick off. 

before However the 2nd XV 
Division 2 will travel to 


way over from 22 metres their best all-round team West Central action Na ntyffyllon on 

- Davies converted. performance for some against Aberavon February 14 for a Mid 

Pencoed had certainly time, with Gareth Harlequins on Saturday, Glamorgan & District 


r -p» • , . * , iiaiituumo WI1 oatuiuay, vj laniwigaii uc 

from Prentice set up brought their best game Prentice chosen as man February 2 1, at the division 1 match. 


Pencoed's second try, a to the Welfare ground of the match 
long pass finding left and further breaks from The 1st XV now break 
wing Aaron Songhurst, Barrett and Songhurst 
who burst into space saw quick ruck 
before feeding inside to possession moved for 
the supporting Aaron Vowles to finish, which 
Halse, the flanker racing Davies converted, 
over halfway out; Davies Celtic then got the 
converted. score their efforts 

The home side were deserved. Driving play 
playing their part in this from their pack saw 
open match but Pencoed flanker Ben Jones plunge 
were looking the more over, Luke Richards 
clinical of the sides in adding the conversion, 
attack, and after Pencoed returned to 
absorbing a number of the attack, Ryland 
Celtic forays came away splitting the home 
from inside their own midfield before sending 
half with a blindside Cross in for his try hat- 
break from Kyle Barrett, trick, Davies converted, 
the scrum half putting Halse then got his second 
right wing Glen Hiscocks before Pencoed captain 
away and good inside Moore saved his side 
support from Cross got with a huge try line hit. 


Recreation Ground, 2.30 


PORTHCAWL RFC 


BRIDGEND Sports 
under-9s welcomed 
Porthcawl and 
Croesyceiliog to 
Newbridge Fields 
on Sunday 
morning. 

The young Seaweeds 
were first to face an on 
form Sports Under 9’s 
side. The early 
exchanges were 
dominated by the Sports 
due to some excellent 
tackling from Tyron 
Davies and Callum 
Lewis with Dylan 
Morgan and Dewi 
Worrall all making 
important contributions. 

Their collective effort 
pressurised Porthcawl 
into spilling ball which 
was then capitalised on. 
The objective of the 
game is to score tries 
and Sports’ Joel Rogers 
was as eager as ever to 
demonstrate his pace and 
guile as he scored two 
for his side to take a 2-0 
lead, before Porthcawl 
struck back with try by 
Max Williams. 

The Sports restarted 
and retained the ball for 
long periods, with some 
driving play and close 
passing, before finally 
setting Morgan Edwards 
in space out wide, and 
he showed his pace to 
score for the home team 
to take a 3-1 lead at 
halftime. 

Porthcawl scored 
straight from the start in 
the second half. They 
were initially held up by 
tackles from Cian John 
and Callum Lewis but 
the young Seaweeds 
eventually found a gap 
in midfield to score. 

The Sports hit back as 
Tyron Davies seized the 
ball 30 metres out and 
charged up the midfield 
before being held up. 
From the restart, the ball 
was worked to Cian 
John who raced in to 
score for the home team 
to lead 4-2 overall. 

Porthcawl scored next 
to make the score 4 -3 
following a switch in 
midfield and a run 
through the middle. The 
Sports responded with a 
try from Tyron Davies 
who took a pass from 

Send us your 
news, reports 
and other items 
of interest to 

gemeditorial 
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Joel Rogers that put him 
into space for the Sports 
to take a 5-3 lead. 

It was Porthcawl who 
now attacked, scoring a 
try after the home side 
were penalised for a 
high tackle. With the 
Sports now only a point 
in front, they could not 
afford to lose ball. 

They attacked from 
the restart, raced upfield 
following an initial 
charge from Ieuan 
Pilliner and then Dylan 
Morgan, who offloaded 
well to Iestyn John who 
passed to the wing, only 
for the final pass to go to 
ground. 

Porthcawl now with 
possession, used it well 
to score and level the 
game at 5-5. The Sports 
tried to hit back 
following the final 
restart of the game, as 
good work from Dylan 
Morgan, Alex Stimpson, 
Callum Lewis and Cian 
John saw the ball 
worked wide to Tyron 
Davies only for yet 
another final pass to go 
astray and the game to 
end 5-5. Porthcawl’s five 
tries were scored by 
Max Williams (3), Dylan 
Bell and Rhys Hibbet. 

Bridgend Sports 
played Croesyceilog 
next, and the home team 
dominated the game, 
setting down their stall 
from the off as Joel 


PORTHCAWL 
Bridge Club has 
now introduced a 
monthly seminar, 
aimed at average 
club players (and 
visitors), who want 
to improve their 
technique by way of 
popular 
conventions. 

The first talk on 5- 
Card (Puppet) Stayman 
was well attended, and 
hopefully players can 
now use this to full 
advantage in their 
weekly club play. Details 
of next month’s seminar 
will be announced later. 

Latest results are: 
Saturday, January 24 - 
First - Pat Haworth and 
Dil Evans; second - 
Connie Dick and Roger 
Draper. Monday, 

January 26 - First - 
Terry Dolan and Roger 
Plant; second - Tony 
Haworth and Gary 


Rogers again scored 
early. 

They never looked 
back as they put their 
handling game together 
with the ball often 
worked into space on 
many occasions. 
Croesyceiliog were 
impressive when they 
had the ball but could 
not penetrate the home 
defence due to some 
impressive tackling from 
Callum Lewis, Dylan 
Morgan, Cian John, 
Dewi Worrall and Joel 
Rogers, ably assisted by 
Ieuan Pilliner. 

The Sports scored 
three further tries 
through Dewi Worrall, 
Morgan Edwards and a 
further from Joel 
Rogers. Four further 
tries were added from 
Cian John, Dewi 
Worrall, Ieuan Pilliner 
and Tyron Davies in the 
second half for the 
Sports. 

Croesyceiliog tried 
hard but were unable to 
register a score and 
Bridgend Sports ran out 
convincing winners, 8 - 
0. 

The final game of the 
morning saw 
Croesyceiliog and 
Porthcawl compete in an 
entertaining game, with 
the Seaweeds securing a 
3-1 win. 


Williams. Thursday, 
January 29 - First - 
Keith Davison and Tony 
Haworth; second - 
Connie Dick and Janet 
Richards. 

Saturday, January 31 
- First - Connie Dick 
and Roger Draper; 
second - Peter and 
Sandie Jenkins. Monday, 
February 2 - First - 
Trish Saunders and 
Janet Richards; second - 
Mike and Angela Davies. 
Thursday, February 5 - 
First - Terry Dolan and 
Roger Plant; second - 
Mary Fletcher and 
Roger Draper. 

The club meets three 
times a week - Saturday 
and Thursday at the 
Awel-y-Mor centre, and 
Monday at the 
Glamorgan Holiday 
Hotel 7pm-10.15pm - 
visitors welcome at any 
time. To contact the club, 
call secretary, Trish, on 
01656785794. 

TH 



Sports under-9s are 
in impressive form 


Porthcawl 
Bridge Club 
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CAT V tu-irsiim ror IrtiOsid mu Sttiin TV 


Is Your Renal Installer. 


M 4*-««*«vO 


ONI VISION ARE! 


B 


Call Paul Williams 

01446 439 306T5E^^H01 656 349 281 


www.onevisionltd.co.uk 




F Aeni 

Local Digital Aerial 
Specialist 

Digital Aerials Installed & Repaired. 

Set Up and Tune In Service. 

Problems with: 

• Missing Channels • Freezing • Breaking Up 

Call Adrian on 07999 331 160 
or Barry 01446 743267 
. www.lst-digital.co.uk 


THE AERiAL MAN (Barry) 

<*k 



VALE DIGITAL 

DIGITAL AERIAL & SATELLITE SERVICES 


SPECIAL OFFER!!!! 

DIGITAL AERIAL COMPLETE 
INSTALLATION FROM £60 
EXTRA ROOMS £20 EACH 


TV WALL MOUNTING & TV SET UP & TUNE IN SERVICE 

ALL TYPES OF AERIAL & SATELLITES REPAIRED OR REPLACED 

Tel. TIM on 07974 065096/01446 793189 ANYTIME 
COMPETITIVE PRICES - FREE ESTIMATES - OAP DISCOUNTS - 7 DAY SERVICE 
— ■/ COVERING ALL AREAS —■/ 


ijjjUsJIjrjij ©derates© 



\0144B 439 125 W 07B18 413 461 
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I MIKE ANDERSON I 

(Builders extraordinaire) 


Experts in Listed Buildings 


• Renovations 
• Slate & Roof Tiling 
• Timber Framed Houses 

• Bam or Loft Conversions 

• Conservatories 

• UPVC Windows & Doors 
Wetrooms and all invalidity 

Bathrooms & Showers 


01656 771870 / 07976 720368 


AFFORDABLE 

BUILDING 

SERVICES 

Extensions, Renovations 
Brick/Blockwork 


Carpentry & Plastering 
Digger/Driver Hire 

01446 750705 
07583 761681 


© STANTON 

CONSTRUCTION 
All building work covered 

• Roofing & Repairs 
• Rendering 
• Driveways 
• Guttering 
• Chimneys 
• Extensions 
• Disabled Bathrooms 
• UPVC Windows & Doors 
• Stairlifts 
• All Electric Work 
01446 489368 


BARRY & VALE RAMP & TIMBER TREATMENT 

SOLVING ALL YOUR DAMP PROBLEMS 



01446 420784 
07970 642537 

www.banyandvaledampproofing.co.uk 


To advertise on 
this page please 
call Eileen on 
0789 90791 or 
email eileen§ 
tindlenews.co.uk 


MASONWISE 

BUILDERS 

» 01446 742928 

Established since 1979 

• Extensions 

• Disabled Grant Work 

• Roofing & Repairs 

• Conservatories 

• Patio & Drives 

No Job Too Small 
Free Estimates 

44 Newlands Street, 
Barry 


DP. 

BUILDING 

SERVICES 

• Kitchens • Bathrooms 

• Extensions • Plastering 

• Carpentry • Joinery 

• Roofing • Brickwork 

• Conservatories 

NO JOB k \ 
TOO SMALL 

Tel: 01446 711968 
07831 655429 
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Using Perfect Fit Blinds by Solar 

When you buy blinds for your conservatory windows, 
get the top openers free! 

No drilling! No screwing! No mess! Child safe! 



Barry Bridgend 


0U46 438103 


Bnager 

01656 • 


349473 


Motif artier pmaurtr & q-rof aHerc run ew lour 

www.iofontimhodM.ro.uic ‘ • rad a'* 


AWNINGS ♦ CANOP/ES ♦ SHUT7FAS • JHOTORfSATYON 



* BLIND SALE! 

STARLINE 

Awnings & Blinds 

Unit 3 & 4, Western Industrial Estate, Caerphilly GENUINE 
CF83 1BQ • www.starline-blinds.co.uk 


TEL (029) 2086 0631 


SALE^ 


TOOL& 

PLANT 

HIRE 

SALES & 
SERVICE 

BOTTLED 

GAS 


Unit 20, 

Vale Business Park 
Llandow CF717PF 
Tel. 01446 771999 
www.randt.co.uk 


D.A. Ross 

General building 
maintenance, plastering, 
carpentry, decorating 
& general DIY. 

No job too small. 

07832 208769 
01446 408600 


BLINDS 
CURTAINS | 

; Vertical 


REASONS 

1 FREE Fitting 

2 FREE Quotation 

3 5 Year Guarantee 

Freephone: AfplCUie- 

0500 295192 

Made in Wales.Proud to be Welsh 0reoff ^^?SS6o w edto9es 


I £99 N 








GUTTER CLEANING 
& FASCIA WASH 


>' I 


01446 741460 | Tel 01446 333330 
07830 480569 " 


HD Computer 
Solutions 


■ All problems fixed 

• Fast, reliable, on-site service 
' Friendly advice freely given 

• No fix, no fee 

• Free callout 


AB COMPUTER 
SERVICES 

TUITION - BROADBAND 
WIRELESS NETWORKS 
REPAIRS & INSTALLATION 

For home or office 
Tel: 07811 422 946 

27 High St, Cowbridge 





» rv j 

GRIFFITHS CARPENTRY ^ 

All aspects of Carpentry work 


Professional, friendly, caring service 

• Kitchen Installations • Flooring • Doors 

• Fencing • Decking • Bespoke Wardrobes 

Contact Rhys on 01446 794801/07803 696431 

www. rgriffithscarpentry. com 


Menzies 

Carpentry Services 


KITCHENS, BEDROOMS 
& BATHROOMS 
SUPPLIED & FITTED 

All aspects of Carpentry 
work undertaken 


01446 760104 or 
07917 102766 - Mark 


over 

years 


AutoCom F 5 1 ! 

SALES-REPAIRS-UPGRADES 

HOME OR BUSINESS 


CCTV * Computer Laptop • Tablet Mobiles 


sales@autocomuk.com 
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C.R. 

CHIMNEY 


JOSE *1 

:y sweep sm 1 


HETA REGISTERED 


WOOD & MULTIFUELED STOVES 
SERVICED, INSTALLED & REPAIRED. 
Bird guards fitted. 

Telephone: 01446 792735 ~ Estl965 ~ 


©sfipsa ©^crates© 


VfiLE CARPETS 


corner to (face 

100’s of Carpet & Vinyl samples 
Established since 1980 
Also Carpet, Upholstery Cleaning 

Tel: Paul Wright 
01446 751152 
07811 092477 


STEVE SEGUST 
FLOORING 

Carpet Fitting, Refitting 
& Repair Service Available 
~Est 1987 ~ 

Choose from the comfort 
of your own home. 
Free quotations, fitting, 
underlay and gripper. 

All types of flooring 
available with a huge range 
of samples to choose from. 
Best prices around. 

Call any time... 

01656 768120 
or 07774 807111 





TRUE 
COLOURS 
Painter & Decorator 
Interior & Exterior 

s City & Guilds 
Certified 

25 years experience 
Wallpaper specialist 
Free Estimates 
Quality Guaranteed 

07873 326 892 
01446 402 708 


John 

Clissett 

Painting & 
Decorating 


No job too small 


Competitive . 
& Reliable 

01446 750625 
07980 691584 


www.daisy 

decoratingand 

design.com 



|D.GULUVER B Srri 


Paper Hanging a Speciality 


0 All Internal & External Work 
0 No Job too Small 
0 35 Years Experience 
0 Free Estimates 

Tel 01446 404506 
Mobile: 07914 056255 


B3 Painter & Dc< 

u fUttwr yt*t raw /smaJ 

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR 

likh^”d Calls 


Time served, qualified, 
professional, fast, clean 
worker, all insurance 
work undertaken 

www.nhdecorating.co.uk 

nhurleypd@googlemail.com 



T 01446 772702 
M 07505 979078 
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The 

GEM 


upvc specialist 

• UPVC Windows • Fascias 

• Doors • Conservatories 

• Guttering • Vertical Sliders 

• Composite Doors • Soffits 

• Over 30 years experience 

Mob: 07831409 5< 

Tel: 029 20 5! 



STEVE 

MOLONEY 

Double glazing repairs. 

Hinges, handles, 
misted up sealed units, 
complete repair 
service available. 
Established 1979. 


s to all UPVC 
& aluminium 
windows & doors 


01656 783594 

B3 


IE 

FT 
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or 
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07877 558525 




Cowbridge & Vale Electrical 

6 R.J.B. 

All electrical installation works carried out. 
Emergency call-out, re-wires, sockets, lights, Security. 

/ / s _ /"mm ■ National Inspection Council for 

01 l4() / / lu55 H Electrical Installation Contracting 

07885 347642 


-I 1 


Approved Contractor 


A&C Electrical 
Solutions 

Domestic Appliance 
repairs. 

Appliances not removed. 
Appointment times given 
Over 30 years experience 

Covering Penarth 
to Porthcawl 

Card payments accepted. 

07732 264 803 24 Hr 

ELECTRICAL 

REPAIRS 

Washing Machines, 
Cookers, Fridge/Freezers, 
Tumble Dryers, Ovens, 
Hobs, Hoods. Built-in or 
Freestanding Appliances. 

APPLIANCE CENTRE 
01446 700206/730884 


Dave Ref fell 

Electrical 
Services 

A ' 


Installer 


« 

Pm] 

blVl 


* Septic Tank * 

* Cesspit Emptying * 
treatment Plants * 
*Groundworker* 
and tarmac 

3 


:IiJ: r 


ran 


J Electrical 

All types of 
Electrical work 
undertaken. 

Testing, Inspection 
& Certification _ 

• 5 - p rg j 

07891 965150 
01446 700182 


Washing Machines 
Electric Cookers, 
Tumble Driers, etc 

Repaired in your 
own home 

0800 2984518 
Barry 744117 


Approved contractor 

Free Quotations 

01446 751743 
07743 500149 

d. reffell@hotmail.co. uk 


C^TCP^teGrD 


NDP GARDEN 
and PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE 

Grass Cutting, Weeding 
Shrubs & Hedges Trimmed, 
Tree Felling, 
Fencing, Turfing. 
Gutters & Fascias Cleaned 
Drives, Patios, Roofs, etc. 
Power Washed. 

• Free Estimates 

• Reliable Family Team 

01446 773935 
or 07773 992704 


Arborwood Tree Care 

• Tree Pruning • Crown Lifting • Tree Felling • Dangerous 
Tree Work • Pollarding • Deadwooding • Hedge Cutting 

• Tree Dismantling • Root Pruning • Ground Clearance 

Call us for a friendly, free quote, fully insured 

Tel: 07910 417471 or 01446 792262 


Seasoned Hard Wood Logs For Sale 


_ 


Llewellyn Garden Services 


Mowing, Hedge Cutting 
Fencing, Garden Clearance, 
Patio Washing 

Great House Farm 
Penllyn, Cowbridge 

Rob: 01446 775104 evenings 
Dave: 07890 712578 


A 

ings 


©aerated 


' LUMBERJACKS x 

TREE & GARDEN SERVICES 

CITY & GUILDS QUALIFIED 

Call Dion on 01446 728197 or 07785 943145 

Specialists cK& 

for all your Tree 
& Garden 
Requirements 



35 years established company 

C.S.Boxall Ltd. 

INSTALLATION, SERVICE 
& BREAKDOWNS 

for all Gas, Oil, Solid Fuel, LPG 
Static Homes, Caravans, Etc 
Gas, Landlord Safety Checks 
plus Electrical Services 

by fully qualified indentured 
Service Engineers i 98 5 oi 

—^'"1 


Seasoned Hardwood Logs For Sale 


Free Estimate, Fully Insured, 8am to 8pm, 




Garden & Landscaping Services 

Award Winning Landscapers & Driveway Installers 

• Fencing • Block Paved Driveways 

• Artificial Grass Installers • Walling • Patios 

• Water Features/Ponds • Decking • Turfing 


Nick: 07790 166480 or 01446 710736 


Need something fixed in the 
house or garden? 

Call the man who can! 

No job too small. Trustworthy 
handyman. CRB/DBS checked. 
Tel: 01446 792543/07903 755055 
& talk to Phil or email 
themanwhocan2014@outlook.com 



[zzmi 

Uortkuttur* ^ 



V*« Bmm Part Urnfaw CCPT1 Tff 

Toll 01446 7TWQ2 

W.i 


The Maintenance Team 

• Carpentry • Decorating • Electrical • Fencing 

• Gardening • Jet Washing • Masonry • Painting 

• Plastering • Plumbing • Rubbish Removal 

• Tiling • Tree Surgery • Window Cleaning 

NO JOB TOO SMALL!! 

If you need someone who is reliable, professional 
and can do the work at a sensible price: 

Call Gareth: 01446 794134 (office) 
07795 363175 (Mobile) 


MARTIN 

COUPLAND 

PROPERTY SERVICES 


• Painting & Decorating 

• Grass Cutting 

• Garden Tidying 

• Friendly Service 

• Professional & 
Thorough 


Call 01446 792382 
or 07796 352764 


JN & SON GARDENING 
SERVICES E— 


All aspect of work undertaken 

All private and commercial work welcome, 
big or small, we cover it all. 

Find us on with genuine 

ratings and customer feedback! 

5* Rated tradesman. 

Best price 1st time & free quotations 


Bridge Vale Tree Services 


Qnpniaiictc in felling, pruning, 

allobldllolo III CROWN REDUCTION, 

Large/Dangerous Trees —~ G 

HIGHLY QUALIFIED/INSURED - free quotes - 
COMMERCIAL or DOMESTIC Tel: 01446 713857 
SITE CLEARANCE or 07921 902729 



Tel. 01446 774899 
0781 685 7935 


The 

GEM 


Call Eileen 
on 07891 
690791 or 
the office 
on 01446 
774484 for 
‘Don’t Do it 
Yourself’ 
enquiries - 
or email 
eileen@ 
tindlenews 
.co.uk 
to advertise 
on these 
pages. 
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Domestic Gas Engineer ■ Energy AssessorPH 

Heating & Plumbing Gas Safety Certificates DM 


Heating & Plumbing 
Gas Appliance Servicing 
Boiler Breakdowns 
Installations 


Gas Safety Certificates 
Servicing Contracts 
Energy Performance Certificates 
Bathroom, Kitchen & Tiling 


Free no-obligation quotation - No call out fees 
07850 481431 or candgenergyltd@gmail.com 


S.M. Vaughan 

HEATING & PLUMBING ■ DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 

• Boilers • Pipework • Radiators 

• Gas Safety Certificates 

• Fires Servicing • LPG Specialists 

• Static Homes/Caravans/Boats 230141 


01446 734733 • Mob 07976 790096 
Unit 11, Ty Verlon Ind. Estate, Barry 



DCPlumbmtj 

• NO call out charge 

• Flexible hours 

• No job too small 

j<Dm » 

- 0M4# *1Jt?1 

vjl 4 orrt m i»» 


JW Bathrooms 


Plumbing ‘Tiling 
Plastering • Wet Rooms 
Free estimates 
No job too small 


01446 400225 
07866 470754 


I P EDWARDS 

PLUMBING & 


Bathroom Suites • Combi Boilers 
Tiling • Servicing • Breakdowns dBM 
Taps & Washers • Radiators 


01446 790127 07719 OOSS26 

M»»t >H'T « 


Flame n Grate 

Services Ltd 

For all your Heating and 
Plumbing requirements 

Trading since 1982 
Tel: 07973362003 & 07980923080 
emaihflamengrate@btconnect.com 
web:www.flamengrate.co.uk 
Gas Registered 12562 


M MARTYN 

PLUMBING SERVICES 
For all your 
plumbing 
needs. No job 
too small 
07526 125982 
01446 678671 



Plumbing & Heating 

01446 623 353 or 07815 097 994 24hrs 
Combination Boiler Specialist 

P ^ Annual Boiler Service only £40 ^ 


t-IW jg | 




Driving School Ltd 

• Learn to drive at 14yrs old 
• Intensive 1 week courses 
• Special student rates • B+E Towing Lessons 

0800 0280 406 

www.catseyesdrivingschool.co.uk 


Fairfax & Glover Roofing 

• Slating ‘Tiling • Lead Roofs 

• Lead Fabrications/Welding 
EST. OVER 25 YEARS 

Tel. 01446 773945 
01446 781266 
Mobile 07986 964904 


Roofing 
specialists 


S. MIDDLETON & SON 

We cover all aspects of roofing 
including Firestone EPDM Flat Roofing 
Rubber Systems 

www.middletonroofing.co.uk 


ROOFTEC 

ROOFING SERVICE 

New slate/ tile/flat roofs. 
Also fibreglass flat roofs. 
All aspects of uPVC 
guttering, fascias, 
downpipes, etc. 
Chimney/ valley repairs. 
House maintainance 
work carried out. 

No job too small. 
Guaranteed competitive rates. 

Tel. (01656) 722593 
Mobile: 07969 248688. 

Free estimates 
24 hour emergency call out. 



S' Susan Viant 


Re-upholstery 

All aspects of 
re-upholstery underaken. 
Call 

01656 724005 

(day) 

01656 720722 k 

(evenings) 


House Removal Experts 


** H 

07436 56 06 54 

House Moves Office Moves 
Flat Moves Packing Service 


U Direct 
I Collect 
Services 

Light removals 
- courier work 
Any Place - Any Time 
Prices start from £10 

07944 743932 


Nice Man, Cheap Van 

(Luton Van with Tail Lift) - Best Prices 


• Removals • Deliveries • Collections 

* Office • Shop • Garage • Relocation 


General Clearance: 

• Houses • Garages • Sheds • Gardens 


Tel: 01446 794866 or 
Mob: 07425139331 

“BACK BY POPULAR DEMAND” 


"JlllrJiJ ©scratess 


For all your plumbing and heating requirements 

All Work Guaranteed. Fully Insured. 
Fast, Friendly Service. 


or 


Tiling by Tanya 

* All aspects of wall & floor tiling 

* Ceramic, porcelain, natural stone 

* Friendly, professional service 

* No obligation free quotes 

07814 124 851 or 01446 736760 


Bonny Tiler 

WaU & Floor Tiling Specialists^ 
Full Bathroom and 
Wetroom installation 

Professional, Friendly & Reliable Service 

01446 796582 / 07854 168459. 

www.bonnytiler.co .uk 



BVEmEne 


SBS SALVAGE LTD 


01656 720551 
07973 488806 


Barry’s newest car (m&ngBQti 
gj —dismantling facility (gjgjggjJ 
* ^ registered with the 

* ^ Wy* environment agency, DVLA 

> 7 & Vale of Glamorgan Council 

s___ IsE _ ) Free of Charge: 

Immediate payment of up to £10,000 • Light demolition 
MOT failures / Untaxed or scrapped vehicle. • Factory/Farm Clearances 
Best prices paid for copper / Lead, * All grades of metal taken 
Aluminium / Stainless steel, • Ferrous or non-ferrous 

Computer boards / Electric cable • Household appliances 
and catalytic converters * Car batteries 


CALL US TODAY www.sbssalvageltd.co.uk Monday to Sunday 
01446 421034 • 07772 054534 • 07410 54952 


* All grades of metal taken 
► Ferrous or non-ferrous 

* Household appliances 

* Car batteries 
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WANTED 


Classic/Old Car or Motorcycle 

Any age, any condition, including 
an unfinished project or motorcycle. 

If it's in your garage or on your drive. 

Call Mark, cash waiting 
07425 139331/01446 794866 


SUTTONS 

Auto Salvage 

TOP PRICES paid on 
collection, for scrap, 
MOT failures, and tax 
expired vehicles. 
Also body shells and 
scrap metals collected. 
No wheels, no problem. 

02920 597887 
07971 648596 


WANTED 

for cash in all areas 


Cars, Vans, Lorrys 
& Quads. In any 
condition running or 
not. With or without 
MOT, insurance loss 
or third party. 

£200-£3000 

Please ring anytime 
7 days 9am-10.30pm 


Office: 01446 732222 
Mobile: 07816 205895 


SRIxsxsJ te? ©5 


FIREWOOD 


Seasoned & Kiln D'itsJ 


Call 01446 771567 
for bufk winter deals 


VATM CO Uk 

fopstak 




ATLANTIC 

SECURE SELF 
STORAGE 


• External New 
Watertight Containers 

• Internal Personal 
Storage for personal 
belongings. 

• Business Storage 

• Pick up service 
available. 

• All covered by 24 hr 
CCTV in Secure 


SELF STORAGE CONTAINERS 
AND LOCK-UPS SITED IN BARRY Compound 

www.atlanticsecureselfstorage.co.uk 


01446 677648/07813134123 


Do you have something 
to celebrate? 

BIRTH, BIRTHDAY, 
ANNIVERSARY ETC 

Now only 
£10 plus vat 

for a 5cmx6cm colour 
greeting including 


Please ring Sue at 

The GEM 

on 01446 774484 


iSF 


im 1 


Sarah 

Smith 

on 1st January 
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ARDENT 

TELEPHONE 

WIRING 

Local Telephone and 
Broadband Engineer. 
Extensions and Faults. 
Internet 

connection issues. 

Tel 07787 380972 


ardent.wiring@hotmail.co.uk 



© FORDTS 
FIREWOOD 
& TREE SERVICES 

Dried Wood 
(Logs) delivered 
to your door. 

NPTC Certified & Insured 

07812 093098 



Goods 

Vehicle 

Operator’s 

Licence 

Robertson Transport 
Services Ltd of 134 
Highfields, Brackla, 
Bridgend, CF31 2PE is 
applying to change an 
existing licence as 
follows: To keep an 
extra 2 goods 
vehicles and 5 trailers 
at Unit 4B, Ewenny 
Industrial Estate, 
Bridgend, CF31 3EX. 

Owners or occupiers of 
the land (including 
buildings) near the 
operating centre(s) who 
believe that their use or 
enjoyment of that land 
would be affected, should 
make written 
representations to the 
Central Licensing Office, 
Hillcrest House, 386 
Harehills Lane, Leeds, 
West Yorkshire, LS9 6NF 
stating their reasons, 
within 21 days of this 
notice. Representors 
must at the same time 
send a copy of their 
representations to the 
applicant at the address 
given at the top of this 
notice. A Guide to Making 


available from the Traffic 
Commissioner’s Office. 



Two Single Beds 

2’6” x 6’3”, 
complete with oak 
headboards, 4 pillows, 
mattress covers, duvets 
and blue covers. 

All virtually as new. 

Bargain £150. 

Tel: 01446 792646 n7 


Extensive 00 guage 
Digital Model Railway for 
sale. 22 Diesels/DMUs 
based on Blue Diesel 
era/2 with sound 
decoders. Good 
selection of Rolling Stock 
all fitted with Kadee 
couplers. Extensive 
track/points/crossovers. 
Hornby Elite Control. All 
road vehicles buildings, 
electric signalling 
included 

£2500 

01656 649073 


Ex Showroom 
Conservatory 

Approx 12ft x 10ft. Brown 
UPVC. Leaded glass 
windows. Like new. 
Ready for collection (from 
Miskin in garage) £2950 

01443 230766 


Slimline 

Stairlift 

Fitted guaranteed 
by local engineer 

£750 

01446 711739 


McNally & Finlay 

Solid cherrywood, 
extending dining table, 
6 chairs, matching 
sideboard £500 
Creda ceramic hob £50 
All excellent condition 

01656 890660 


300 used natural 
welsh slate roof 
tiles 24” x 12”. For 
collection from 
central Cowbridge. 
£300 ono. 

07974 780786 


Computer Tower 

Antec Coolermaster 
full tower atx case 
good condition 
one side 
transparent £20 

01446 775810 


Aquila Bath Lift 

incl. soft covers for 
reclining seat. As new - 
used only three times. 
Cost £294.50. Will 
accept: £180 ono 

01446 713106 


’EMter©’ 
uJ ©ate. 


2002 

PANELVAN 

LDV Convoy 400 

low mileage, 74,000 
miles. Full year’s MOT. 
busylizzy24 @ gmail .com 

£1,000 ono 
07526166035 
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Happy 15th Birthday 

fi for 9 February §* 

Cara Marie Wibley 

Lots of love 

Mum & 9{eil, Micole, 

Mia, ‘Dylan, Scarlett 
& Tykr iQQt 


J 


GEM FAMILY NOTICES 


Happy 13tk Birtkday 


cfiicu Sfia&e'GD g$ 

15 February 

m '* Lots of love, 
have a fab day, the great 
grandparents, grandad, 
Nan and David, Clare, 
John, Emma and Jake xxx 


DAVIES 

Wilf 

Passed away on Sunday, 8 February at Llandough 
Hospital. Very dearly loved husband of Val and 
cherished dad of Sandy. Sadly missed by his beloved 
Poppy. Much loved uncle of Helen, Catherine and 
Richard, great uncle of Kirsty and Stuart. Loving 
uncle of all his other nieces and nephews. 

Will be sadly missed by all family and friends. 
Funeral service at St Illtuds Church, Llantwit Major on 
Thursday, 19 February at 2pm, followed by cremation 
at Coychurch crematorium. 

No flowers by request. 



C. £jji:U2JijyjJ3 ynunrii 


Are you fit to deliver? 

We need fit reliable people to help 
distribute this newspaper to local homes, once a week: 

• Teenagers (aged 13 years and over) 

• Active Senior Citizens 
• Housewives - Students - Shift Workers 

Please ring: 01202 670999 

emailrecruiting@thedistributionbusiness.co.uk 

If we do not have an immediate vacancy in your area, your details will be placed on 

our waiting list until a suitable opportunity occurs 

You know it makes sense! ® 



BATTY 

Alan Stewart 

Suddenly on February 4 at his home in 
Rhoose, Alan, a loving and devoted 
husband of Susan. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Thursday February 19, 
service and cremation 11am at Cardiff & 
Glamorgan Crematorium, Barry. No flowers by 
request, donations in lieu, if desired, to The Dogs 
Trust, Court Coleman, Pen-y-Fai, Bridgend, CF31 
4NG or Cats Protection, Bridgend AC, Pant 
Hirwaun, Bryncethin, Bridgend, CF32 9UJ. 


ongratulations 

^ to our son \ 

L Lee Jones \ 

[& Leeann Mullen] 

r on the announcement of their A A 
[ engagement on the 8th February 1 
L Love & Best Wishes A 

J Daughter Laylah, Mum & Dad, 1 

i Helen & Steve, Danielle & Dean ■■ , 

L xxx A 


REES 

Violet Lorraine 


Peacefully at Llandough Hospital on February 
8th, after a very short illness, at the age of 96 
years, Vi of Jenner Road, Barry. Dearly beloved 
wife of the late Jack, much loved mum of 
Lorraine and Susan and the late John, mother- 
in-law of John and the late Alan, adored nan to 
all her grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 
Resting at AG Adams & Son, Tynewydd Funeral 
Home, Gladstone Road, Barry until her funeral 
service in the chapel on Wednesday February 18th 
at 9.15am, followed by cremation at the Cardiff & 
Glamorgan Crematorium, Barry at 10.15am. Family 
flowers only but donations in lieu to the British 
Heart Foundation and Marie Curie Cancer Care. 


GRIFFITHS 


Berwyn 


On January 29th peacefully at home, Berwyn, 
beloved husband of Lisa, dearly loved father to 
Jessica, Tomos and Eleni, brother to Geraint, 
brother in law to Nicola and cherished son of Alun 
and Janis. He fought long and hard with a calm 
courage. 

Funeral service will be held on Monday, 16th February 
at Wenallt Chapel Thornhill Crematorium at 2pm. 

No flowers but any donations in lieu should be made to 
Brain Tumor Research via Funeral Directors H J & E 
Piper & Son, Abertridwr, Caerphilly. 


Passmores Solicitors 
Barry Office 

REQUIRE: 

PART-TIME 

RECEPTIONIST 

commencing April. 
Two consecutive days 
per week to be agreed. 

9am to 5.30pm. 
Salary to be discussed. 

Please send CV - 
mail@passmores.com 





181 -- 

Court Road, Lyndsay Ellis @ Te S? ne 

n q „„., 2* , _ 01446 

rra ify THE VALE FUNERAL SERVICE 407952 


A Professional & Personal 
Service to the highest 

STANDARDS 


Lady seeks 
part-time job as 
home help/carer in 
Cowbridge area. 

Hard-working, 
trustworthy & reliable. 

Own transport. 
References supplied 
if required. For further 
information phone 

07845 649474 



Service Chapel with seating \ 
FOR UP TO 400 PEOPLE \ 


GEARY 

Keith John 


Sylvia Geary and her family would like to 
express their thanks for the cards, letters, 
flowers, telephone calls and visits received on the 
sad loss of Keith, a much loved husband, father 
and grandfather. We have been overwhelmed by 
the kindness and consideration shown. 
Sylvia extends her personal thanks and appreciation 
to all her neighbours, ambulance crews, staff at 
UHW, Reverend Huw Butler and members of St. 
Illtuds Church, John James of Fonmon, staff at the 
West House Country Hotel and Llantwit Major 
Town Council staff and Councillors for their help 
and support during a very difficult time. 


MEMBERS OE STAFF 


w ww.valefuner alser vice .co .uk 



ANDREW WILLIAMS 

HOUSE 

CLEARANCES 

FULL/PART 

Over 20 years 
experience. 
Sympathetic handling 
of deceased estates, 
used by estate agents 
and solicitors. 

01446409266 

07885251742 


f/hrk independent 
Mineral Cffrectors 

Caring for Your Loved Ones 

Loved ones remain at rest at our Barry premises 
24hr Immediate Attention • Private Chapel of Rest 
Private Service Chapel • Affordable Funeral Packages 
Male & Female Staff • Funeral Plans Offered 



W. A. Brown Son 


Furwnl Dr+ctorv 


* Pm-w*u; Fumw Pkm 

* Mi 01 fe Mmo 1 n 


Pwnsnk* NMN 

Colleges m 

DT449 W46EI 


© 


Call us on 
01446 421212 

www.parkfunerals.co.uk 

7, IYncHydd Kd, Harry, 

.1 

Perfect Choice 




I*- a 


W.H.PREENE&SON 

INDEPENDENT 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

PRIVATE CHAPEL OF REST 
PRE-PAID FUNERAL PLAN AVAILABLE 

54 MAIN STREET, CADOXTON 

Telephone 01446 420520 


CLEMENTS 

Frank 

Heartfelt thanks to everyone who attended 
Frank’s funeral on January 30th and to our 
friends and the parishioners of St Helen’s 
Church and to Canon Pat. Also, thanks to 
Lyndsay Ellis and Vale Funeral Services for 
their care and compassion. A big thank you for 
everyone’s generosity to Frank’s chosen charity. 
Margaret and Family. 


WATTS 

Valerie 

(Formerly of Llantrithyd) 

Val's family would like to thank everyone who 
attended her funeral service at Llantrithyd on 
6th January 2015, for the many cards and 
messages received and for the donations made 
towards the Llantrithyd Church Restoration 
Fund. 

We would also like to thank the staff at Springbanks 
Nursing Home and West Quay Surgery for the care 
provided to Val. 


JONES 

Mervyn Gordon 

Suddenly but peacefully on 26 January at the 
Princess of Wales Hospital, Bridgend, Mervyn of 
St Athan. Beloved husband of Joan, dearly loved 
dad to Sue, Adrian, Cathryn and Neil, father-in- 
law to Peter, Joan, James and Carys, special 
grampa to Hannah, Jonathan, Alex, Luke, Kofi 
and Daisy. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James 
& Sons, Fonmon. Funeral Tuesday 17 February, 
service and cremation 2pm at Cardiff & Glamorgan 
Crematorium, Barry. Family flowers only may be 
sent to the funeral home, donations in lieu, if 
desired, to Action for Children, c/o J James, 

11 Fonmon Road, Rhoose, 

Vale of Glamorgan CF62 3DZ. 

Forever in our hearts and thoughts. 



WILLIAMS 

Shelagh Eileen 

Peacefully, at home, on Tuesday, 27 January, 
Shelagh of Peterston-Super-Ely. Beloved wife of the 
late Ivor, much loved mum of Gordon and Linda, 
mother-in-law of Hugh. Dearest nan of Matthew, 
Andrea and her husband Ade. Nanny Sheel to 
Emilia and Nell. 

Resting at the Private Funeral Home of W James & 
Sons, Fonmon. Funeral service at St Peters Church, 
Peterston-Super-Ely on Monday, 16th February at 
1.45pm, followed by cremation service at Cardiff and 
Glamorgan Crematorium, Barry, at 3pm. Family 
flowers only, but donations please to CLIMB (Children 
Living with Inherited Metabolic Diseases) c/o J James, 
11 Fonmon Road, Rhoose, Vale of Glamorgan CF62 
3DZ. By request, no black ties please. 


GEISHEIMER 

(Nee Hocking) Jenny 

Suddenly at home on January 24th, aged 59. 
Much loved sister of Janet, Bonny, Julie, 
Susan and Phillip, and the late sister of 
Cathy, Tommy and Melvyn. Beloved wife of 
the late Henry. 

Resting at Park Funeral Directors, 7 Tynewydd 
Road, Barry, until the service at Cardiff and 
Glamorgan Crematorium, Port Road East on 
Friday, 13th February at 11am. Flowers may be 
sent to funeral directors. 


CULE 

Geoffrey 

Geoffrey of Marine Drive, Barry, died 
peacefully on 6 February, aged 75, surrounded 
by his loving family. He faced his illness with 
great courage and dignity. Beloved husband of 
Mary and father of Naomi, Tim and Emma. 
Devoted grandfather to Ffion, Morien, Mabli, 
Joe, Charlie, Sion and Daniel. 

The funeral will be at All Saints’ Church, Barry at 
2pm on Wednesday, 18 February. Family flowers 
only please but donations can be made to the 
British Heart Foundation. Enquires to William 
James and Sons, Fonmon, 01446 710096. 
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r OR FOR ONLY ( FROM ONLY 'N 

£99 p £99 

DEPOSIT J j ^PER MO NTH 

14 PLATE 

TOYOTA YARIS 

TREND 1.33 
WT-I5DR HATCHBACK 


J%1 

WAI 

^REPRESENTATIVE,) 



TOYOTA AYGO 

GO 1.0 5dr A/C XPRO 
• White • 22,666 Miles 





ORFORONLY T ( FROM ONLY J%A/ 

£l99pfl99 8.821 

DEPOSIT J { PER MONTH J ( .REPRESENTATIVE, ) 



TOYOTA iQ 

1.0 3dr 

• Black • 7,210 Miles 


TOYOTA YARIS 

TR1.33 5dr 
• Aqua • 10,780 Miles 


TOYOTA YARIS 

TR 1.333drTG 

• Red • 20,924 Miles 



OVER 50% OF OUR STOCK ARE NON TOYOTA FRANCHISE 


WITH EVERY USED CAR U/E GIVE YOU... 


• FREE FUEL ON SELECTED VEHICLES 

•FREE MINIMUM 12 MONTHS’WARRANTY* 

• FREE MOT FOR LIFE* 


FRF Toyota Used Cars 

Tondu Road, Bridgend, 

Mid Glamorgan CF314LH 

01656 646646 


• FREE 12 MONTHS’ AA ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 

• FREE 6 MONTHS’ SERVICE* 

• OVER 150 CARS IN STOCK 


Next to 

Bridgend RFC 1 
iBreu/ery Field j 



SCAN HERE WITH YOUR SMART 
| PHONE TO VIEW OUR USED CAR 
OFFERS ON OUR WEBSITE 



ttFinance subject to status, (Over 18’s only), A guarantee may be required. IL/ritten quotations available on request. Terms and conditions apply. Models shown are for illustration purposes only. AA Mileage figures quoted are based on a Extra Urban 
figures supplied by Manufacturers.**Savings advertised are against new list prices. A Deposit Allowance available on all Used Cars, terms and conditions apply. 


iuiuiu.frftoyota.co.uk 
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Llantwit under-10s are 
too strong for Llandaff 


ON a very misty 
Sunday morning, 
Llantwit Major 
under-10s travelled 
to Llandaff North. 

The match started very 
quickly, with two lovely 
running tries from 
Llantwit, one from Dylan 
M followed quickly by 
one from Rhys G. 

Llandaff North, were a 
little stunned, but soon 
found their feet. They 
were working hard to get 
through Llantwit’s 
defence, but Caleb, 
Dylan W and Logan, 
were stopping everything 
that came their way, and 
after gaining turn over 
ball in the ruck, 
Llantwit’s Owen was 
next to race over. 

Llandaff were quick 
off the mark at the next 
start whistle, and caught 
Llantwit off guard with 
some great passing, 
creating space for their 
first try. 

Llantwit were talking 
to each other, spreading 
the field and creating 
some great passages of 
play. Rhys D and Tom 
made some fantastic 
tackles, forcing the play 
their way, opening the 
field for Dylan M and 
Logan to score again for 
Llantwit. 

It was Rhys G who 
had the last play of the 
first half, scoring try 
number six for Llantwit. 

After a quick team talk 
at halftime, Llantwit 
were back to the pitch to 
show that they really can 
play and enjoy rugby. 
With some great 



passing from Ollie, and 
solid defence from Dylan 
W, Abraham and Caleb, 
Llandaff just could not 
get past the defensive 
line. 

Sam A made a 
fantastic break for the 
line, scoring his first try 
of the match, followed 
quickly by Rhys G. 

With some great 
rucking from Caleb and 
Owen, play opened up 
enabling Sam A and 
Dylan M to score two 
lovely running tries. 

Llandaff were still 
attacking well and it was 
only through some solid 
tackling from Jamie and 
Rhys D, that Llandaff 
were kept out. 

Llantwit were after 
every ball, on Llandaff’s 
players quickly, stopping 
them play their game, 
they were rucking to gain 
possession, and it was 
through Caleb’s fantastic 
play in the rucks that he 
was able to pick up a spilt 
ball and push over the 
line. 

It was Llantwit who 
had the final say in the 


• w i Mlu 

IrU 

Jk& 


game too, with a lovely 
pass from Ollie out to the 
wing, then on to Tom, 
who ran over the line to 
finish the match. Final 
score: Llandaff North 1, 
Llantwit Major 12 
Try scorers: Dylan M 
(3), Rhys G (3), Sam A 
(2), Logan, Owen, Caleb 
and Tom. Man of the 
match - Dylan Wright for 


his all round fantastic 
play. 

Squad: Dylan Wright, 
Sam Alexander, Tom 
Roberts, Rhys Davies, 
Oily Williams, Rhys 
Greenaway, Caleb 
Beare, Owen Hill, Dylan 
Morgan, Abraham 
Farrell, Logan Pike and 
Jamie Jenkins. 

SR 


Cowbridge youth team play 
in rather strange conditions! 


THE Cowbridge 1st XV had their game 
called off due to a frozen pitch, but the BD 
youth team travelled to St Peters and in a 
bizarre turn of events won 0-10. 

Some players who set off before St Peters said 
they had problems with their pitch but not long after 
turning back they were again heading for Cardiff. 

When the team got there they saw the problem - 
only one set of proper posts - but play started 30 
minutes later and centre Ashford Thomas got the 
first try following a charge down. 

St Peters were strong up front but conceded 
penalties and from one, a kick to the comer brought 
the second try for flanker and captain Joe Davies. 

No kicks were allowed due the posts being in 
order at one end but the other having just one and a 
stump. 

This Saturday, the youth teams take centre stage 
with BC youth entertaining Bridged Athletic at home 
in the Cup. Kick off at 2.30pm with Ireland v France 
to follow. 

The BD youth team are away at Ystradgynlais in 
the Neath Valley in the Bowl, a village with a strong 
mgby heritage. 

All support for both teams would be very 


welcome and appreciated. 

The 1st XV are back in action on February 21 at 
home to Old Penarthians. 

There was more sad news last week as the club 
learnt of the passing of Ian Hawkins. 

Ian was the sort of player any club would value, a 
very good No 8, committed, reliable and a lot of fun 
off the pitch. 

Our thoughts are with those closest to him, his 
family and friends. 

RV/RK 


ChipsAway 

Scratches and scuffs won’t dent your pocket 

Professional quality, 
paintwork repairs at a fraction 
of traditional body shop costs 

•Quick • Convenient ‘Fully Guaranteed 

/ Bumper Scuffs / Alloy Wheels 
/Paintwork Scratches / Minor Dents 

To arrange for your free estimate call 

Paul Jarvis 07904 840202 
0800 028 7878 


Cowbridge 
darts league 


ON Tuesday, 

February 3, there 
was a full 
programme of 
league matches. 

The Edmondes A were 
defeated 3-6 by the Hare 
and Hounds. In this 
match, Steve Simmonite 
(Edmondes B) won a leg 
in 10 darts. 

The top two teams 
both won 9-0; Llanharry 
against the Farmers Arms 
and the Edmondes B 
against the Old Post 
Ladies. 

With the Edmondes A 
losing the Highwayman 
Inn, by defeating the 
Edmondes C 8-1, moved 
into third position. 

Present league 

standings after 14 
matches, are: Llanharry 
(105 points), Edmondes 
B (81), Highwayman Inn 


(70), Edmondes A (69), 
Hare and Hounds (60), 
Farmer’s Arms and 
Edmondes C (46) and 
Old Post Ladies (25). 

On Tuesday, February 
17, there is a full 
programme of league 
matches. The Edmondes 
A hosts Llanharry, the 
Edmondes C hosts the 
Edmondes B, the Hare 
and Hounds hosts the 
Highwayman Inn and the 
Farmers Arms hosts the 
Old Post Ladies. 

All matches start at 
8.15pm and spectators 
are welcome. For further 
information e-mail Paul 
a t 

cowbridgedarts@ gmail .c 
om; up-to-date 

information can be found 
on the website: 
www.darts .apsn .co .uk. 

PJT 


Good as New 

Car Body Repairs 

“Now 10 Years in business” 


HAD AN ACCIDENT NOT YOUR FAULT! 

Q. Why should having an accident that wasn’t your fault cause you any 
inconvenience and out of pocket expenses? 

A. IT SHOULDN’T 

GOOD AS NEW will assist by arranging a replacement vehicle whilst providing 
helpful advice and seeking compensation for your injuries. 

GOOD AS NEW will fund your vehicle repairs which is great news if you are only 
third party insured. 

For those who are comprehensively insured, you won’t have to fund your 
insurance excess and your claims bonus will not be affected. 

GOOD AS NEW will assist you during this very often, difficult and complicated 
process. 

If following the advice of our Local Solicitor you decide to make a claim 
GOOD AS NEW can assist you with the following: 

• Arrange for us to repair your car 

• Provide a like for like replacement vehicle whilst your vehicle is being repaired, 
including cars, vans, motorcycles, private hire vehicles/taxis. 

• Pursue compensation for any personal injuries/loss of work. 

• Medical costs and provision of additional medical care such as physiotherapy. 

• Provide expert legal advice 

Our professional advisors are ready to answer your call, help from start to finish 
and set you straight back on the road. 


We will try to beat your excess before you go 
through your insurance. Before 

Open 6 days a week 
8am till late 
Bumper scuffs 
Wheel refurbishment 
Window tinting 
Resprays p^-. 

Light & Heavy ^5 

Accident Repairs 
Courtesy cars provided 
We will guarantee to 

beat any genuine like for I- 

like quotation p^— 

We deal with all major 
insurance companies 

“If your excess is too high - 
give us a try” 







5°/o discount 

with this voucher 


01446 772757 

email: goodasnewl @hotmail.co.uk 

Unit 4, 40D Penllyn Way, 

Vale Business Park, Llandow CF71 7PF 
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CHOOSE FROM 500 CARS IN OUR INDOOR SHOWROOM 






free 

ROADSIDE 

assistant 


FREE 

12 MONTH 

WARRANTY 


NOWON! 



£21000 

OFF EVERY SINGLE CAR 


SAVE 

1000 s 

THIS 

month 



FRF Bridgend 


WESTERN AVENUE, BRIDGEND IND EST. BRIDGEND 
SAT NAV USERS CF313RT 

Sale Hotline 08448 463 668 
visit us at www. frfmotors, com 


Networkfl 

^ The best place for used Vauxhalls 



LOW RATE FINANCE • PART EXCHANGE WELCOME • CASHBACK AVAILABLE • OUTSTANDING SELECTED FINANCE OFFERED 


BARRY TYRE CENTRE Ltd 


f v\ 


A family owned business serving Barry for nearly 40 years 


free Winter check & top up 


FREE 

FREE 

FREE 



ttery Check 
Anti-freeze check & top up 
indscreen Wash check 


i// check 
Tyre check 



Tyres, Exhausts 
& Batteries 
Motorcycle tyres 
fitted & balanced 
Car servicing 

g-in 

4x4 tyres & Alignment 



CAR SERVICING 

from only 

£49.95 

Main dealer servicing, 
but not at main dealer prices. 
Original specification 
parts used. 

Top grade oils used. 

Service records 
fully stamped. 


MoT's 


Please phone for a quote for your 
vehicle from a Matiz to a Mercedes! 



Special offers 

175/65X14 from £27.50 inc vat 
1557013 from £25.00 inc vat 
205/55VR16 from £35.85 inc vat 
■' : Fully fitted - no hidden costs 

rrytyreautocentr 


WE WILL NOT BE BEATEN ON PRICE! 


LOWER GUTHRIE 
STREET, BARRY CF634PS 

01446 737447 

Mon - Fri 8.30am - 5.30pm 
Saturday 8.30am - 1pm 



HOLTON ROAD, 

BARRY CF634HU 

01446745888 

Mon ■ Fri 8.30am ■ 5.30pm 
Saturday 8.30am - 3pm 


Go online to check out our special deals! 



ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED 
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THE BARRY AND 
DISTRICT LADIES 
SKITTLE LEAGUE 


RESULTS for week 
commencing 
January 26: 

First division: 
Castaways (N Foscolo 
27) 247, Allsorts (L 
Thomas 28) 251; Barry 
Stars (M Richards 34) 
333, Coppers (J Hartnell 
36) 327; SV Gals (E 
Phillips 29) 265, Special 
Angels (L Mountford, J 
Abram 30) 252; Pila 
Palas (J Griffiths, S 
Bennett, H Stroniforth 
30) 314, Colcot Ladies 
(K Miller 33) 307; 
Family Affair (S Evans, 
L Brown, C Grubb 26) 
254; Red Admiral 
(Steph Clements 28) 
258, Family and Friends 
(A Baker, J Jones 23) 
222, Space Finders (M 
Clark 24) 203; Bakers 
Dozen (R Hewitson 30) 
251, Cigar Ladies (G 
Buffry 30) 248. 


Second division: 

After Eights (A Jackson 
29) 276, Strikers (P 
Montgomery 33) 300; 
Witchill Widows (L 
Sullivan 33) 309, 
Clickies (N Harvey 34) 
318; SV Lights (P 
Beadle 30) 294, Vixens 
(M Marks 28) 218; 
Witchill Weebies (S 
Edwards 31) 317, 
Bobby’s Girls (B 
McDonald 36) 336; 
Rhoose Starlights (G 
Oliver 27) 245, Castle 
Bandits (B Evans 27) 
254; Breakaways (Vicky 
Martin 29) 309, Cad 
Con Fillies (T Clements 
29) 261. 

Third division: Hill 
Billies (G Morcraft 34) 
316, Rhoose Ravers (C 
Davidson 34) 270; 
Westenders (H 
Coombes 26) 231, Jolly 
Dollies (C Jones 27) 


Barrivale results 

LATEST results from Barrivale Bridge 
Club for February 3; this event was the 
first half of the Barrivale mixed pairs 
competition. 

1st Kay & Reg Dyer 59.17%; 2nd Jane Brook & 
Ken Hannah 56.25%; 3rd Mark Roderick & Noelle 
Bond 55.00%. Kay and Reg Dyer also won this 
session on handicap. 

New members are always welcome at Barrivale. 
A partner may be arranged if required. 

If you would like to join us ring 01446 418380 or 
01446 733425 or call at the Pioneer Hall, Beryl 
Road, Barry on Tuesdays at 7pm. 

DR 


255; Airways Angels (L 
Donovan 26) 248, 
Witchill Wanderers (C 
Morrissey 29) 215; 
Dolly Mixtures (P 
Davies, E Bryan 22) 

222, Rugtby Triers (N 
Williams 26) 193; 
Persuaders (K Phillips 
27) 215, SV Ladies (F 
Butler, C Griffiths 2) 
234; Friends and 
Neighbours (W Gibbs, 

L Pugh 24) 232, Lil’s 
Devils (S Jones 30) 261; 
Merry Makers (R 
Collins 26) 203, 

Etcetera (M Grasby 23) 
184. 

Fourth division: Off 
The Rails (S Doughty 
20) 183, Odd Bods (T 
Ceriani 24) 161; Rebels 
(R Sutton, J Farr 24) 
195, Railway Rogues (S 
Sjodin 27) 235; Fallen 
Angels (L Chambers 
33) 271, Challengers(P 
Burmingham, J Dimond 
25) 239; Boozy Birds (J 
Ladner 21) 171, La 
Belles (N Cordy 25) 

223. 

Fifth division: Hell 
Raisers (A Bennett 23) 
173, Smurfs (S Harris 
25) 189; Socialites (J 
Marks 25) 250, Nite 
Outers (T Harrhy 27) 
228; Guardian Angels 
(L Harris 24) 177, 
Aristocats (S Morgan 
25) 201. 


Don’t Tell Dai! 

SAYS LOCAL 
RIDER CONNOR! 


CONNOR BRACE, 
a member of the 
Llangeinor Hunt 
Pony Club, riding 
the eight-year-old 
mare Don't Tell Dai, 
won the 148cm pony 
race at the Mid 
Devon Point-to- 
Point Steeplechases 
at Blackforest 
Lodge recently. 

Connor is the 
grandson of David Brace 
OBE, who owns the 
Dunraven Stud Farm at 
Pyle near Bridgend. 

MAXANISI WINS 
BUMPER 

Only five horses went to 
post in the National 
Hunt flat race 
(Bumper) at Ffos Las - 
and three of them 
were trained by 
Llancarfan’s Evan 
Williams. 

Captain McGinley, 
trained by Rebecca 
Curtis who saddled the 
previous year’s winner, 
was made an odds-on 
favourite. However, it 
was the Williams trained 
10-1 shot Maxanisi, 
partnered by Adam 
Wedge, which caught the 
judge's eye and was 
deemed to have won by a 
neck. 

Williams’ In On The 
Act, ridden by Connor 
Ring, took third place 
and his other runner 
S p arks fro mmy heels 
ridden by stable jockey 


Paul Moloney was 
fourth. 

Williams is the top 
trainer at Ffos Las having 
saddled 54 winners there 
to Pembrokeshire's Peter 
Bowen’s 52. 

HIGH HATTON 
Cowbridge's Jeff Bird 
saw his High Hatton 
land the open maiden 
race at the Southdown 
and Eridge Hunt 
Steeplechases at 
Godstone on Sunday. 

High Hatton, who was 
giving his trainer 
Merthyr Mawr's 
Jonathan Tudor his third 
winner from six runners 
this season was given a 
brilliant ride by James 
Tudor and apparently 
won more easily than the 
half-a-length verdict 
suggested. 

ALLEZ VIC 
Allez Vic, who is 
trained by Llancarfan's 
Evan Williams, defied 
top weight of list, 121b, 
when winning the 
handicap hurdle at 
Uttoxeter last Saturday. 

Confidently ridden by 
Adam Wedge, the nine- 
year-old won by six 
lengths from Cafe Au 
Lait at odds of 4-1. 

BRIAN LEE 


RUGBY TALENT 
EVENING AT CAVC 


AS Six Nations fever engulfs 
Wales, the next generation of 
rugby players has a unique 
opportunity to discover how 
the Cardiff and Vale College 
Rugby Academy, in 
partnership with Cardiff 
Blues, can nurture and 
develop talent, alongside 
achieving a quality education. 

The CAVC Rugby Academy 
talent evening will take place 
tomorrow (Friday, February 13), 


from 6pm at Cardiff Arms Park 
and will provide the opportunity for 
young people to learn more about 
the academy and how it mirrors a 
professional sporting environment; 
while also finding out more about 
the range of courses on offer, from 
A Levels and apprenticeships to 
career focused courses in a variety 
of subjects. 

To find out more and to register 
your place, visit: 

cavcrugbyacademy.eventbrite.co.uk. 




BARRY'S NOI SERVICE CENTRE 


Oil Service from £29.99 
Engine Service from £59.99 
Full Service from £89.99 

Genuine OE parts used • Service books 
stamped • New & part worn tyres from £9.99 

MOTs • Diagnostics • General Repairs 
Out of hours service available 

SAVE 20% - PAY NO VAT! 

Fully qualified with 30 years experience 
Local lift service available 

57-59 Station Street, 
Barry CF63 4LW. 

Tel: 01446 732256 
_ . 07828 640776 



r 


EXHAUSTS • TYRES • BATTERIES • 4x4 TYRES • SHOCKS • BRAKES • MOT’S • DISCS • SERVICING 


ARE YOU READY FOR WINTER? 

PLEASE CALL IN FOR YOUR FREE WINTER SAFETY CHECK 




JRIDCESTOHE 

^avaAr 

rvwes 

PREMIUM SPECIALS 

PREMIUM SPECIALS 

Size / Make 

Prite 

Size / Make 

Price 

195/50 VR15 Bridgestone T001 

£52.50 

175/65TR14 AvonZTS 

£42.95 

195/65 VR15 Bridgestone T001 

£63.50 

195/50VR15 Avon ZV5 

£49.95 

225/45 YR17 Bridgestone S001 

£85.95 

195/65VR15 Avon ZV5 

£55.95 

225/40 YR18 Bridgestone S001 XL 

£95.00 

205/55VR16 AvonZVS 

£56.95 




_J 




GET YOUR TYRES 
CHECKED FOR FREE! 
BY YOUR LOCAL E1B. 

IF YOUR TYRE SIZE 
IS NOT SHOWN 
PLEASE CALL US 
FOR A QUOTATION 


STANDARD TYRES from 


165/70TR13 . FROM 

175/70TR14. FROM 

175/65TR14. FROM 

185/65HR14. FROM 

195/60HR15. FROM 

195/65HR15 . FROM 

185/55VR15. FROM 

195/50VR15. FROM 

195/65VR15. FROM 

205/55VR16. FROM 

205/55WR16. FROM 

215/55WR16. FROM 

225/45WR17. FROM 

225/40WR18. FROM 


£27.95 

ONLY £29.50 
ONLY £38.95 
ONLY £27.95 

£33.95 

ONLY £35.75 
ONLY £33.95 
ONLY £33.95 

£32.95 

ONLY £39.75 
ONLY £32.95 
ONLY £39.95 
ONLY £35.95 

£38.95 

ONLY £42.95 
ONLY £53.95 
ONLY £38.95 
ONLY £39.95 



BARRY 

Cardiff Road, Cadoxton 
Barry AA 

CF63 2QW A 

01446 733167 



CARDIFF r 

271 Penarth Road ^ 
Cardiff AA ^ 
CF11 8TT A / 

029 20 382644 


P-Ajor 

lifts 

T*43f r 
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WE ARE OPEN: MONDAY - FRIDAY 8.00am - 5.30pm, SATURDAYS 8.00am - 4.00pm. all major credit cards. |_ 





















































JUST A SELECTION OF OUR STOCK. 


57 BMW X3 SE 3.0 Diesel Auto 

Black with black leather, 47,000 miles 

£11,995 


62 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec 3-Dr 

In Silver, 9,000 miles, a/c alloys 

Reduced to £7,995 


07 SEAT Ibiza 1.4 Diesel 
Reference Sport 3-Dr 

In Red, 79,000 miles 

£3,995 


10 FORD S-Max 2.0 Diesel 
Zetec Auto 

Black, 53,000 mile 7-seater 

£9,995 


10 TOYOTA Aygo "Blue" 1.0 WTi 

Electric Blue, 42,000 miles, £20 road tax 

£4,995 


11 JAGUAR XK 5.0 V8 Convertible In silver, black hood, 

black/cream leather, 25,000 miles, 1 owner .£32,995 

08 LAND ROVER Discovery 2.7 Diesel HSE, Automatic, 
7-Seater. Silver with black leather, 63,000 miles, sat-nav, 
tv, steps, fully colour coded .£18,995 

56 MERCEDES ML 320 Diesel SE Auto Lusurit Blue, grey 

leather, 33,000 miles, 1 owner 4x4 at.£13,995 

57 BMW X3 SE 3.0 Diesel Automatic In black with black 

leather, 47,000 miles .£11,995 

89 LOTUS Espirit 2.2 In white with navy leather, 33,000 

miles, 25 year old sports car.£10,995 

10 FORD S-Max 2.0 Diesel Zetec Auto In black, 53,000 mile 

7-seater .£9,995 

10 HONDA CRZ Sport Hybrid In red, 20,000 miles, sporty 

looks, fantastic mpg.£8,995 

62 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec 3-Dr In silver, 9,000 miles, a/c 

alloys.Reduced to £7,995 

60 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Zetec 5-Dr In silver, 36,000 miles, a/c, 

alloys, c/d .£6,995 

60 CITROEN C3 Picasso VTR+ 1.6 Diesel In met grey, 
35,000 miles, 1 owner .£6,995 

56 SUBARU TriBeca B9 Automatic 3.0 Litre 7-Seater 4x4 In 

met grey with grey leather 58,000 miles.£6,995 

59 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec 5-Dr In silver, 36,000 miles, very 

nice example at .£6,495 

59 MAZDA 6TS 2.2 Diesel (163) 5-Dr In black, 67,000 miles, 

ideal family hatch .£6,495 

59 PEUGEOT 207 1.6 GT CC Convertable In silver, 32,000 

miles .£6,495 

10 SKODA Fabia 1.4 TDi Estate In silver, 50,000 miles, low 
running costs .£5,995 

57 MERCEDES C180K Coupe ‘Sport Edition’ Auto In blue- 

black metallic, 80,000 miles .£5,995 

10 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique. In electric blue, 

49,000 mile family hatch .£5,695 

09 SEAT Ibiza 1.4 Sport 3-Dr In met lime, 52,000 miles, very 
nice example, new shape .£5,495 

58 CITROEN C5 2.0 VTR+ Auto. In met blue, 39,000 miles, 

fantastic value at.Reduced to £5,495 

08 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.9 Diesel Automatic Exclusive. In 

met blue, 61,000 mile 7 seater .£5,495 

08 VW Golf 1.4 ‘S’ 5-Dr In met blue, 79,000 miles, a/c etc, 
ideal family hatch at.£5,495 

57 VW Golf Plus 1.9 Diesel (105) Luna In silver, 73,000 

miles, ideal family car.£5,495 

59 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Extreme 3-Dr In black, 36,000 miles, 

low insurance .Reduced to £5,295 

56 VW Golf 1.6 Match 5-Dr In black, 64,000 miles, a/c, alloys 

etc.£5,295 

12 FIAT Panda 1.2 Active 5-Dr In black, 22,000 miles, £30 

road tax .£4,995 

09 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec 5-Dr In met blue, 75,000 miles, 

ideal family hatch.£4,995 

09 SUZUKI Splash 1.2 GLS+ 5-Dr. In met blue, 55,000 miles, 
low insurance.£4,995 

58 RENAULT Clio Dynamique 1.2 Estate In silver, 60,000 

miles with a/c, alloys .£4,995 

58 RENAULT Clio 1.5 Diesel Dynamique 5-Dr In black, 

71,000 miles, 1 owner, £30 road tax.£4,995 

58 VAUXHALL Zafira 1.6 Exclusive, 7-seater In black, 

69,000 miles.£4,995 

08 NISSAN Note 1.4 Acenta. In electric blue, 39,000 miles, 

alloys, a/c, c/d .Reduced to £4,995 

08 KIA Ceed 1.6 LS 5-Dr In met blue, 47,000 miles, alloys, a/c 

etc .£4,995 

08 SKODA Fabia 3 TDi 1.9 Estate. In met grey, 71,000 miles, 

low running costs .reduced to £4,995 

08 TOYOTA Yaris 1.4 Diesel SR D4D 5-Dr In met grey, 71,000 
miles, sat-nav, 1 owner .Reduced to £4,995 

57 SEAT Altea 1.9 Diesel Reference In met ruby red, 72,000 

miles, 2 owners .£4,995 

57 VW Jetta 1.9 Diesel SE In silver, 72,000 miles, good 
looking saloon at .£4,995 

60 SUZUKI Swift 1.3 SZ3 3-Dr In red, 59,000 miles, 1 owner, 

low insurance.£4,995 

10 TOYOTA Aygo “Blue” 1.0 WTi 5-Dr In electric blue, 
42,000 miles, £20 road tax .£4,995 


09 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 Diesel ‘S’ 5-Dr In silver, 63,000 miles, 

low road tax .£4,995 

08 FORD Focus 1.6 Zetec 5-Dr In met-blue, 61,000 miles 

with a/c etc .£4,995 

62 PEUGEOT 107 Active In red, 21,000 miles, 1 owner .... 

.Reduced to £4,995 

57 HYUNDAI i130 Style 2.0 Diesel 5-Dr In silver, 72,000 

miles, nice example .£4,995 

55 MINI Cooper In black (chilli pack), 17” alloys, host of extras, 

superb value at .£4,995 

53 BMW 330 Diesel Sport Touring Auto In silver with grey 
leather, nice example at .£4,995 

58 PEUGEOT 207 1.4 Diesel ‘S’ 5-Dr In met turquoise, 

55,000 miles .£4,695 

53 MERCEDES SLK 200 6-Speed In silver, 89,000 mile 

convertable at .£4,695 

08 RENAULT Clio 1.2 Dynamique 5-Dr (100) In black, 

50,000 miles, 2 owners.Reduced to £4,495 

09 CITROEN C3 1.4 Diesel VT 5-Dr In silver, 52,000 miles, 

£30 road tax.£4,295 

08 SEAT Ibiza 1.4 Sport 3-Dr In met grey, 52,000 miles, 

1 owner .£4,295 

08 SMART Fortwo Passion Automatic Convertable In 

black/silver, 31,000 miles, £20 road tax .£4,295 

07 VAUXHALL Vectra Exclusive CDTi 5-Dr Auto In silver, 
low mileage diesel at.£4,295 

59 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.0 ‘S’ Eco-Flex 3-Dr In red with white 

stripes, 57,000 miles, upgraded, alloys.£3,995 

57 SEAT Ibiza 1.2 Reference 5-Dr In met grey 53,000 miles, 

low insurance.£3,995 

07 SEAT Ibiza 1.4 Diesel Reference Sport 3-Dr In red, 

79,000 miles .£3,995 

55 FORD Fiesta 1.4 Diesel Zetec 5-Dr In red, 42,000 miles, 

a/c, £30 road tax .£3,995 

04 VW Golf 2.0 GT 5-Dr FSi. In silver, 84,000 miles, very nice 

example at .£3,995 

04 MINI One In red, 87,000 miles with panroof, bodykit, alloys 
etc, good looking Mini .£3,995 

58 RENAULT Clio 12 Ripcurl 3-Dr In met grey, 58,000 miles, 

low insurance.£3,795 

08 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 Life 3-Dr In met grey, 49,000 miles 

with a/c.£3,795 

06 FORD Fiesta 1.6 Ghia Automatic 5-Dr In purple with grey 
leather trim, 47,000 miles .£3,695 

54 JAGUAR X-Type 2.0 Diesel SE Estate In met grey, 84,000 

miles with leather heated seats .£3,695 

07 SKODA Fabio 1.2 HPT (70) 5-Dr In red, 52,000 miles, low 

insurance .£3,495 

07 FORD Fiesta 1.2 Style Climate 3-Dr In met-blue, 79,000 

miles .£3,495 

07 PEUGEOT 107 Urban 5-Dr In electric blue, 62,000 miles, 
1 owner, £20 road tax .£3,495 

55 TOYOTA Corolla T-Spirit 1.6VVN 5-Dr In silver, 68,000 

miles .£3,495 

08 VAUXHALL Vectra 2.8 V6 Elite Auto. Silver, black leather, 

73,000 miles, top Vauxhall at.£3,295 

05 RENAULT Megane 1.9 Diesel Dynamique Convertable 

In black, low mileage .£3,295 

54 JAGUAR X-Type 2.5 Auto SE In black with black leather, 

82,000 mile 4x4 at.£2,995 

06 RENAULT Megane 1.6 Dynamique Convertable In silver, 
84,000 miles .£2,795 

56 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.2 5x +5-Dr In silver, 76,000 miles . 

.£2,695 

54 SMART City Passion Auto. In silver, 68,000 miles, low 
road tax, host of extras .£2,695 

57 FORD KA Luxury In silver with black leather, 37,000 miles, 

a/c alloys .Reduced to £2,495 

05 CITROEN C2 Design (1124cc) Design In silver, 63,000 

miles, low insurance.£2,495 

05 CITROEN Xsara Picasso Desire 1.8 In blue, 61,000 

miles, family hatch .£2,495 

05 VAUXHALL Corsa 1.0 Life Twinport 3-Dr In silver, low 
mileage.£2,495 


56 MERCEDES ML 320 Diesel 
SE Auto Lusurit 

Blue, grey leather, 33,000 miles, 1 owner, 4x4 

£13,995 


CITROEN C5 VTR Plus 2.0 
Petrol Automatic 

Blue, 39,148 miles 

£5,995 


56 SUBARU TriBeca B9 
Automatic 3.0 Litre 7 seater 4x4 

Met grey with grey leather, 58,000 miles 

£6,995 


62 PEUGEOT 107 Active 

Red, 21,000 miles, free road tax, 1 owner 

Reduced to £4,995 


09 SEAT Ibiza 1.4 Sport 3-Dr 

In met lime, 52,000 miles, very nice 
example 

£5,495 


RaC 


All cars supplied with new MoT and 3 months RAC warranty. 

Just a small selection of our comprehensive range in stock. Visit our website for full details. 


R BC 


Broad Street, Barry (Next to Barry Train Station) 01446 722600 

FINANCE PACKAGES TO SUIT ALL • 0% DEPOSIT FINANCE AVAILABLE • ALL CARS HPi CLEAR • PART EXCHANGE 
WELCOME • OPEN 7 DAYS CARS BOUGHT FOR CASH • ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS TAKEN 
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NEW STOCK ARRIVING DAILY! 
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Athletic land bonus-point 
victory over Tata Steel 



BRIDGEND 
Athletic picked up a 
bonus point victory, 
outscoring local 
rivals Tata Steel by 
four tries to one in 
an excellent 24-10 
bonus point victory. 

The Athletic were 
disrupted on the day by 
the withdrawal of No 8 
Dan Apsee and outside 
half Robert Evans. 

However the club has 
strength in depth now in 
nearly all positions and 
Darren Deguerra and 
Scott Govan stepped into 
the line up and both 
played significant roles 
in the win. 

Tata Steel fielded 
three former Athletic 
players in outside half 
Steve Lewis, flanker 
Stuart Edbrooke and 
wing Lloyd Rogers. 

Tata Steel kicked off 
under blue skies and a 
slight breeze in their 
favour. For the first five 
minutes they were 
camped inside the 
Athletic 22, but despite 
using backs and forwards 
to probe, the Athletic 
defence was equal to the 
challenge. 

The Athletic then took 
the game to Tata and in 
the 10th minute hooker 
Nathan Holman found 
captain Sean Williams at 
a lineout 15 metres out. 

The Athletic, under the 
tutelage of coaching 
assistant Ian Greenslade, 
have perfected a catch 
and drive and the 
forwards drove over the 
try line for prop Rod 
Apsee to cross for his 
first try of the season. 

Both sides were 
playing a high tempo 
game using their backs at 
every opportunity. The 
second Athletic try was 
started and finished by 
centre Ryan Owen. 

He made a break from 
just inside his own half 
and brilliant interpassing 
along the touchline 
involving fellow centre 
Tom Morgan, full back 
Michael Hathaway and 
outside half Scott Govan, 
saw Owen on hand to 
cross wide out for his 
third try of the season. 

The score remained at 
10-0 until the last minute 
of the half when Tata 
outside half Steven 
Lewis reduced the deficit 
to 10-3 with a penalty. 

The third Athletic try 
came from another 
lineout drive. When the 
move was halted 30 
metres out a maul was set 
up. Scrum half Jake 
Williams produced a 


show and go to 
completely deceive the 
Tata defence to run in 
from 30 metres for his 
first senior Athletic try. 
Scott Govan converted to 
stretch the lead to 17-3. 

The Athletic’s search 
for a bonus point was 
then halted as within a 
minute both hooker 
Nathan Holman and No 8 
Griff Davies were 
confined to the sin bin for 
technical offences. 

Tata sought to take 
advantage, electing for a 
scrum five metres out in 
front of the Athletic’s 
posts. The Athletic’s 
props Matthew Norman 
and Rod Apsee had been 
dominating their 

opposite numbers all 
game and with the 
introduction of hooker 
Iestyn Merryman, the six 
man scum drove back the 
Tata eight, forcing them 
to concede a penalty. 

The Athletic six 
continued to dominate 
during the sin bin period 
with locks Darren 
Deguerra and Tom Penry 
Ellis carrying effectively 
and the lone survivor of 
the rearranged back row, 
Sean Williams, providing 
a captain’s inspiration in 
survival. 

The Athletic pack 
even managed to halt a 
five-metre catch and 
drive by the Tata eight, 
forcing an error to keep 
their line intact through 
the sin bin period. Wings 
Lyndsey MaCausland 
and Stuart Griffiths both 
brought off try-saving 
tackles during this 
period. 

However despite 
surviving the 10 minutes 
with 13 men, at the end 
of the period Tata did 
reduce the deficit when 
wing Keiron Harris was 
worked clear to run in 
from 20 metres out. 
Lewis converted to make 
the score 17-10. 

That was the last 
occasion Tata threatened 
as the restored Athletic 
eight took a stranglehold 
on the game, with man of 
the match flanker 
Matthew Hillman 

prominent in both attack 
and defence. 

Another lineout drive 
from 10 metres out this 
time saw No 8 Griff 
Davies cross for his third 
try of the season. Govan 
converted the bonus 
point try to stretch the 
lead to 24-10. 

The Athletic 

introduced props Matt 
Muir and Wayne Fookes 
and flanker Ben Howe 
and scrum half Aled 
Thomas, who had earlier 


acted as a blood 
replacement, to see out 
time on an excellent 
victory. 

Despite the well 
deserved victory, there 
are some game 
management issues for 
the coaches to work on, 
along with too many 
yellow cards this season 
if the Athletic are to keep 
their recent form and 
move up the table. 

In their last six games 
they have won four and 
picked up losing bonus 
points in two games for 
18 of the 33 points they 
have achieved this 
season. If they had 
maintained this form 
over the season they 
would be challenging for 
third place in the table. 

They have an 
excellent chance to 
extend this run when 
they visit Blackwood this 
Saturday. Following 
internal troubles, 

Blackwood appear to be 
in freefall and the 
Athletic must look to 
take advantage. 
GLYNNEATH 2NDs 17 
BRIDGEND 2NDs 29 
Bridgend Athletic 
Second XV came away 


from their Glynneath 
counterparts with a 
seasonal double and a 
bonus point victory, 
outscoring the home 
side by five tries to 
three with a 29-17 
victory. 

This win kept the 
Athletic at the summit of 
the Mid Glamorgan 
District Premier League. 

With many players 
having overinduldged 
watching the previous 
night’s international, 
playing up the famous 
Glynneath sloping pitch 
was not the way they 
wanted to start the game. 

Without the resolute 
defence of Aaron 
Mordecai and Josh 
Miles, the Athletic may 
have gone in at halftime 
with a greater deficit than 
the 10-0 scoreline, 
courtesy of two 
unconverted tries to the 
home side. 

The second half game 
plan was to gain territory 
and cut out the miracle 
passes. Glynneath were 
now being penalised for 
persistent offside by the 
referee and this enabled 
the Athletic back line to 
function. 


Lock Lloyd Griffiths 
crashed over for a try for 
the Athletic. Poor 
tackling led to a third 
Glynneath converted try 
to open up a 17-5 
advantage but the 
Athletic responded with 
catch and drive from a 
five-metre lineout that 
saw Liam Griffiths cross 
wide out 

Aled Pilliner showed 
some neat footwork 
resulting in a try for Josh 
Seldon. Seldon crossed 
for his second try 
following a barnstorming 
run from Harry Griffiths. 

Griffiths then moved 
from lock to wing to 
accommodate Jamie 
Doherty as wing Andrew 
Tyler left the field with 
an injury. 

Harry Griffiths 

showed his versatility 
with an excellent solo 
run to cross for the 
Athletic bonus point try. 
Nick Hinton converted 
two of the tries for a hard 
earned 29-17 win. Nick 
Jones helped to keep the 
Athletic on the front foot 
in the final stages with 
astute tactical kicking 
and solid defensive work. 

AB 



Kenfig Hill back 

track 


on winning 


KENFIG HILL 
were looking to this 
game at home 
against Dunvant to 
get back to winning 
ways - and they did 
not disappoint. 

From the start, they 
moved the ball at every 
occasion possible and 
this eventually led to 
their first try by 
inspirational number 8 
Jason Davies. The try 
was converted by outside 
half Lloyd Giles, who 
then quickly followed it 
up with a penalty. 

Dunvant finished the 
first half strongly, 
themselves trying to play 
expansive rugby, but 
could only add a penalty 
converted by Adam Parry 
Williams. 

The Mules started the 
second half very strongly 
with the wing 



replacement Aaron 
Grabham scoring two 
quick tries in succession, 
making the score 20-3. 

Dunvant, however, did 
not give in and showed 
great character to come 
back with two tries by 
Rhys Tucker and Andrew 
Price, converted again by 
Williams. 

Kenfig Hill were not 


finished yet though and 
rounded the game off 
with a very well taken 
individual try by Mike 
Kennedy, converted by 
Lloyd Giles. 

Several youngsters 
stood out in the game, 
namely Luke Griffiths, 
Luke Turton and Jack 
Matthews. Final score 
27 15. DHD 
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[E SIX NATIONS RUGBY 

S_3 WALES 16: ENGLAND 21 | | | | 

Team can prove drab display was a ‘one-off’ and get bac 

:k on 1 

track 



Woeful Wales 
looking for 
redemption 
against Scots 


TOP LEFT: Jamie Roberts had been expected to test a perceived 
lightweight defence, but in fact made only one trademark charge 
through the middle as Wales stuck to an ultimately fruitless kicking game. 

ABOVE: Full back Mike Brown was a constant attacking threat and also 
underlined Welsh lack of creativity in setting up England’s first try. 

BELOW: Spectacular, but out of place: The controversial laser-lights show minutes 
before the start, that did nothing to build up excitement on a chilly Friday night in 
Cardiff and the capacity crowd impatient to watch a game of rugby! 



E VEN now, almost a week later, the 
shock waves following the 16-21 
humbling by an injury-hit, 
revamped England side, continue to be 
felt, as a shaken Welsh squad now have 
to steel themselves for their next big 
test - against a resurgent Scottish side at 
Murrayfield on Sunday. 

While the steadily-improving Scots can take 
heart from a spirited display against France 
in their Six Nations opening game in Paris - 
despite going down 15-8 - in contrast, the 
Wales team can only look back with a shudder 
on an insipid performance that was 
unrecognisable from the heroics of two years 
ago - when they crushed a far more 
formidable Grand Slam-hunting England side 
30-3. 

On Friday evening, in a hyped-up, expectant 
Millennium Stadium and facing far less 
experienced opponents, several of whom were 
being thrust into the heat of battle in the 
intimidating Cardiff atmosphere for the first 
time, a settled, injury-free home team packed 
with British Lions were clear pre-match 
favourites. 

They were widely expected to again 
steamroller the men in white, as the first step 
towards a possible fourth Grand Slam in nine 
years, before taking on the rugby world later 
this year. 

Not for the first time, though, the heavy 
weight of expectation may well have been part 
of Wales’ downfall, for it does not rest lightly 
on shoulders that historically seem more at 
ease with the tag of underdogs than 
favourites - and have long struggled to attain 
the kind of consistency and ingrained self- 
assurance exuded by the likes of world 
champions New Zealand, for example. 

How else to explain the Welsh camp’s 
dismal failure to rise to the occasion and seize 


such a golden opportunity to lay down an 
early marker - instead of handing the 
psychological initiative to age-old rivals they 
will next face at the Rugby World Cup in 
Twickenham in September? 

Most vexing of all for head coach and Kiwi, 
Warren Gatland, was surely the abysmal 
second half display, which fell well below the 
standards set since his tenure began in 2008, 
which has included three Six Nations 
championships and a World Cup semi final in 
2011. 

Yet it had all begun so promisingly when 
Wales went ahead barely a minute from the 
kick-off, with a penalty by Leigh Halfpenny, 
and then Dragons No 8, Taulupe Faletau, 
broke away from an unstable attacking scrum 
and passed to scrum half Rhys Webb, who 
broke through a defensive gap for a try 
converted by Halfpenny, to give Wales a 10-0 
lead after seven minutes. 

Home joy was short-lived, however, as 
England hit back almost immediately with an 
inventive try of their own, after Mike Brown 
had delivered a neat grubber kick enabling 
right wing Anthony Watson to touch down 
unopposed - impressive outside half George 
Ford’s conversion attempt hitting an 
upright - to halve the Welsh lead. 

Up then stepped ‘Mr Reliable’, Leigh 
Halfpenny to land a monster 45-yard penalty 
and remind the opposition not to infringe 
anywhere in the field - but in fact it was the 
home team that offended, and this time Ford 
made no mistake to narrow the points margin 
to 13-8. 

Liam Williams (who some felt should have 
had a starting spot) came on briefly after wing 
George North was injured and immediately 
injected the energy and pace that had been 
woefully lacking; and after Halfpenny had 
uncharacteristically missed with a penalty 
attempt, outside half Dan Biggar slotted over 
a snap drop goal, to make the halftime score 


16-8. It seemed a promising enough platform 
to build on, but little did anyone in the crowd 
know then that Wales would fail to score 
again in a truly dire second half, during which 
their set piece troubles would mount and they 
would be out-thought and out-fought in all 
departments. 

Indeed, it took the increasingly confident 
and far more inventive, attack-minded visitors 
only four minutes to narrow the margin to one 
point with a try by impressive centre 
Jonathan Joseph, converted by his Bath team 
mate, Ford. 

Wales fell foul of the French referee yet 
again, and were fortunate that Ford missed 
with a second penalty attempt. But when 
Welsh wing Alex Cuthbert was yellow-carded, 
the former made no mistake and after an 
English try was disallowed, it was the outside 
half who applied the inevitable coup de grace 
with the decisive penalty that made the final 
score 16-21. 

Little wonder that a grim-faced Gatland 
apparently had little to say to his charges in 
the dressing room afterwards - his silence was 
enough. 

To the media he was a little more 
forthcoming, singling out individual errors 
and defending a limited game plan that placed 
an undue emphasis on tactical kicking deep 
into space, rather than retaining good 
possession and putting the untried English 
defence to the test with ball in hand. 

Unlike their opponents, they failed to launch 
a single threequarter movement of any note. 

“We wanted to use the kicking game as an 
attacking weapon,” he explained, adding that 
it was the way of the modern game. 

However...‘W this level, you have got to be 
accurate,” he said ruefully, referring to the 
plethora of ill-placed kicks that were easily 
dealt with and all too often enabled England 
to launch counter attacks that immediately 
put Wales on the back foot. 


Gatland did not feel that England were 
“massively depleted”, arguing that they 
enjoyed strength in depth and that “ the 
players who came in did a massive job for 
them”. 

Even so, he must have been dismayed at the 
tame second half surrender of seasoned troops 
to a mixed force containing relatively raw 
international recruits. 

It was a comprehensive defeat and it will be 
fascinating to see how the Welsh camp 
respond to a setback that could have 
implications far beyond the result, not only 
for their 2015 Six Nations hopes, but the 
World Cup campaign, and even the continued 
recovery of Welsh rugby itself. 

The pressure is now on and Edinburgh this 
Sunday has suddenly assumed a much greater 
significance as the squad seek to get back on a 
winning track. There is no doubt it can be 
done - but this really is now a must-win game. 

No wonder all eyes were on Gotland’s team 
announcement yesterday - Liam Williams the 
only change, replacing George North. 

WALES TEAM: 

Leigh Halfpenny (Toulon), Alex Cuthbert 
(Blues), Jonathan Davies (ASM Clermont 
Auvergne), Jamie Roberts (Racing Metro), 
Liam Williams (Scarlets), Dan Biggar 
(Ospreys), Rhys Webb (Ospreys), Gethin 
Jenkins (Blues), Richard Hibbard (Gloucester), 
Samson Lee (Scarlets), Jake Ball (Scarlets), 
Alun Wyn Jones (Ospreys), Dan Lydiate 
(Ospreys), Sam Warburton ( Blues), Taulupe 
Faletau ( Dragons). 

REPLACEMENTS: Scott Baldwin (Ospreys), 
Paul James (Bath Rugby), Aaron Jarvis 
(Ospreys), Luke Charteris (Racing Metro), 
Justin Tipuric (Ospreys), Mike Phillips (Racing 
Metro), Rhys Priestland (Scarlets), Scott 
Williams (Scarlets). 










